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PREFACE. 




HEN Congress was suddenly called on to de- 
vise ways and means for currying or* the 
recent war for the preservation of the Union, 
it was graciously pleased to exempt from 
taxation the income* of the humble class to which I 
then belonged. It permitted ua to receive six hundred 
a year without taxation, charging ua only on the sur- 
plus. This exemption included the large body of citi- 
zens who lived on small salaries, clerks in offices and 
stores, mechanics, laborers, and women whose incomes 
from rent-, interest, or dividends were just sufficient 
to enable them to live. 

It was a wi^e and just concession to the aaoetehi&f 
of numerous classes, upon whom great burdens were 
about to full. It was foreseen by those who thus 
conceded this exemption that, while the prices of all 
commodities would inevitably rise, there, were omltl- 
fcadas of small incomes which must necessarily remain 
Stationary. The clerk, the mechanic, and the laborer 
might In many cases receive an advance in wages that 
would equalize the advance in prices ; but the wid- 
ows, the single women, together with the aged and in- 
firm, who lived on very moderate resources, would 
have no means whereby they could make up the differ- 
once between low and high prices, and a tax of five 
per cent. 

Congress assumed that six hundred dollars a year 
would be sufficient for the maintenance of a family, 
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and that all beyond that aum was practically a surplus 
which the receiver could well afford to have taxed. 
The people have assented to this view of the case, and 
have patiently borne the burden of the most obnoxious 
tax ever imposed upon them. I do not know whether 
any of the legislators who passed the law have ever tried 
) be l -x peri meat of living on so small a sum \ but, judging 
from the high salaries they receive* their extravagant 
allowance for mileage, and the great additional sams 
which they last winter voted into their pockets, I am 
disposed to think they never knew how hard it was to 
live, themselves, on the small allowance which they 
considered sufficient for as. 

But there were thousands who sought to make it 
enough. In doing bo they practised all those eco- 
nomic arts whkh, when the times become hard, so 
many of us are compelled to adopt. However we 
may neglect them in seasons of prosperity, it is Still 
wondcrml how readily we resume them in seasons of 
scarcity, This faculty of adapting one's self to circum- 
stances seems to he peculiar to Americans. If quick 
and impulsive, they nevertheless display a flexibility 
of character peculiar to themselves. 

I have had my full share of opportunity for exhib- 
iting my power of adaptation, during the last four 
years. Soma of my experiences are related in the 
following pages* I feel that they are brighter ones 
lhan have fallen to the lot of others. But all will 
acknowledge that nothing could have so taxed the in- 
genuity of a housekeeper as the effort to live respect- 
ably on six hundred a year. 
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THK TAl^ATETSfttfi. — CQM?OilTS Or A SHALL tHOOtf K, 

Rents and UiaiNtJ Pnuif-a. — Uvertiiobi dot u-j Hr 
Kick* 

EXT week. Madam. — Pteue in L I t!n» blank I 
in this paper, and have it ready fur mo win u 
I shall call next week." 
Such wag the salutation which p;rw 
me as, in response to a ring at the bell, I opened ii-« 
street door one morning, the speaker at ihr tojttfl tfflM 
handing rac a large printed document, Kfl wan n 
small, dapper-looking fellow, quite civil in his uddram, 
bat moving and talking like one who hud a world of 
business to get through with. It is probftbte he hud 
big full share, as I noticed that he haul in hit hutd a 
large bundle of documents exactly similar in up 

ance to that which he had given to me, while 1 

pockets were almost bursting with bundle of »iinilur 
papers. The circumstance, and the Bum, struck nu\ 
as being novelties; go as he left the door ind went 
down the street, I leaned forward and wu tched hi* 
I notions. 

He knocked or rung at every door upon thfl It3 
said aotneming in a hurried way, — no dooDI ilio very 
word* he Iwd med to me, — and delivered one of ihu 
I 







4 SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS A TEAR. 

fashionable life. Hence, as we had no profusion of 
plate, so we had none to be taxed. It may be some- 
times inconvenient to do without the one, but it is sur- 
prisingly consolatory to be able to escape the other. 

When . my husband came home from his daily 
duties, I confess I did really dislike to show him this 
irritating and unwelcome paper ; so I postponed it 
until we had finished our evening meal, and then drew 
it forth cautiously and laid it before him, saying, as I 
did so, — 

" See, Arthur, what a blessed thing it is to be 
poor." 

He glanced rapidly down the list, and, although it 
was the first year the income tax had been levied, yet 
he took in the whole sum and substance of its con- 
tents. I, not so well informed as he, watched his 
countenance anxiously, to read his feelings. I kneyr 
how very hard he labored for the little income we 
enjoyed, and how close was the economy practised in 
our household ; and now to think of having new and 
greater taxes to pay seemed too bad for consideration, 
and altogether impossible to be borne. But, though 
closely watching his calm face as he read the docu- 
ment aloud, commenting upon every item as he went 
on, I discovered no indication of anxiety or distress. 
He laughed repeatedly at the idea of his owning 
pleasure yachts or carriages, — the idea of his being 
in receipt of rents, dividends, or interest. In fact, he 
made so merry over the affair as to quite reassure me, 
and make me satisfied that I had not entirely under- 
stood the matter. But the fact is, that anything like 
a legal document is apt to confuse and even to alarm 
a woman. . Why, I can distinctly remember how my 
heart fluttered when I first saw my own marriage 
certificate. 9 

Laying the" schedule on the table, he turned to me, 
and, in a voice so cheerful that I remember its 
inspiriting tones even now, he said, — 

" Well, little wife, we need not distress ourselves, 
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for our income is exempt; si hundred dollars are 
allowed us, you will observe, U»uie* oar house-rent, 
and that is all we have, you know, True, there is 
you r piano, but that will take only two dollars a jear ; 
a single performance on it by you, especially when 
yon add the song, is worth that, — at least to me. 
Then our watches are silver, so they are exempt. I 
11 we shall manage oar taxes well enough, with- 
out cheating Uncle Sam. 1 ' 

I cannot describe what a relief it was to hear htm 
speak ao, tor I had dwelt upou the alarming docu- 
ment during the* entire day, and, strangely enough, 
had quite overlooked the exemption clause ; id, tor the 
first time realizing the questionable comforts of pov- 
erty, 1 grew contented, and thereby not, on the small 
sum of six hundred a year. Of course it was but a 
moment work to write in the appointed phce, $2, 
for a piano. The paper way then folded up and put 
in a safe place, to await the Assessor's promised call. 

It was a fine October evening, not cool enough for 
a fire, hut sufficiently comfortable to be seated around 
the lamp ; with my husband stretching himself lazily 
in his easy-chair, to read the paper, while I undressed 
the baby, and prepared him for hisj night's repose. 

Occasionally Arthur would read aloud, when any 
interesting item came in his way; ami when the infant 
had been disposed of in his crib, he was ready to lay 
the sheet aside altogether, for a quiet chat, in which, 
as it waa Saturday night t we reviewed the week's 
Jtperience, and discussed those little domestic arrauy 
U on which so much of the future was to depend. 

Happily, lw!b able to prod ttCe a clear ami fair ac- 
count of the household expenditure for the week ■ I 
had it down in black and white. We had nor gone 
beyond our allowance, small though it was, — to some 
□ respectably. Even to us, who 
d to the closest calculations and to 
cfifntftnt adf-denial*, it was quite too limited to be 
atirely agreeable* 
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Humble us was our position in the great world, we 
had a certain status to maintain. We niuat live in 
a respectable house, we must dress genteelly at least, 
and keep a servant too. To do all these, was now 
ivy tax, Pric« for everything were steadily 
rising! thus constantly encroaching on the fixed in- 
come which my husband received. 

Pro vial ona and clothing were thus so high that, not- 
iritiwtttnding the recent addition of two hundred dol- 
lars to our former income, we still had but the old 
Mint of six hundred a year to live upon. The land- 
lord bad doubletl our rent, and Ixora the scarcity 
of dwellings wo had been forced to remain where 
wr were, or give up housekeeping altogether. A host 
mi applicants stood waiting to seeurc our pleasant 
little home, if we should decide to give it up. But a 
OlftAl] i-.i'iihiiiou had convinced us that it was really 
cheaper to live as we were doing, than to board, 
UmiIcs being so much more comfortable in onr own 
b&mQj than wo could possibly be li c ramped up in one 
i two room a of a board in gdio use. 

thii FQfidffHoe was in a thriving manufacturing 
town, where my husband was employed in superintend* 
■ "': ike i himrv in one of the factories. His sal- 
ary of eight hundred a year was very small, bnt he 
Imped to win promotion by a cloOT attention to his 
employer's inieivMs. We had scon among our friends 
ho rottlj btTinuiuljli 1 initsncfei of trying to become 
KUddeidy rich, nuiny tiniest by speculation, that we 
bud wWly determined to be satisfied for the present 
with a bare competency, rather than come to grief 
tin'" ■■, or business ventures on a false 

OftpibUi 

Of the dangers of the latter we had observed 
enough ntnon^ our own circle of t'rienda to check 

u to risk the present eum- 

pui niive comfort for the prospect of an increase that 
mi •■in prove altogether illntory. Yet it required 
IORM hf.is y ballasting of the noml to resist the prev- 
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alent tendency for speculation. As prices for every- 
thing were going up, the merchants and traders who 
had bought low had no difficulty in selling out at a 
profit. We were in the midst of the great Rebellion, 
and government was issuing vast quantities of paper 
money. No one could predict when these issues were 
to cease, nor to how large* a figure they might reach. 
As money thus became plenty, so did business of 
every description become active beyond all former 
precedent. There were customers in abundance for 
whatever could be manufactured. The government 
demand for army and navy stores absorbed enormous 
quantities of merchandise, and its competition with the 
community of consumers sent up prices still higher. 
Our own town came in for a share of this unexam- 
pled prosperity. It seemed to me that every one around 
us was suddenly becoming rich. We heard of neigh- 
bors quite as unobtrusive as ourselves having made 
fortunes by a single speculation, — some of them, too, 
who had not been noted for any particular smart- 
ness. Nothing more appeared to be needed to insure 
success than the mere courage to make the venture. 
Hence it was quite a trial for us to resist the preva- 
lent example of speculation, and to refrain from try- 
ing our hands at adding something substantial to our 
meagre capital. Where every one was apparently 
securing fortune by dealing in something, and that 
also without the use oif much money to begin with, we 
could not see how it should be otherwise with us, if 
we could only muster nerve enough to venture in with 
others. 




CHAPTER II. 




The Wilsons. — Speculation. — The Oil Fever. — Growing 
Excitement. — Prices rising. — Good Luce. — Swindling. 
— Disappointments. — Grief. 

N the house adjoining us resided a young 
couple named Wilson, with whom we had 
lived on terms of intimacy for several 
years. Their income was a little larger 
than ours, — eight hundred dollars clear of house-rent. 
Yet I had never been able to discover much difference 
in our styles of living, or that they, enjoyed many 
more comforts than ourselves. They were economi- 
cal and prudent, and, like us, kept out of debt. Mrs. 
Wilson may indeed have expended rather more on 
her dress than I did, but still she could not be called 
extravagant m her wardrobe. No doubt I should 
have done just as she did with their extra two hun- 
dred, — one is so apt to spend in proportion to his 
abundance. 

We often compared notes in housekeeping, and 
I confess that I picked up many valuable hints 
and items of culinary knowledge from my neighbor. 
My husband and I had sometimes privately discussed 
their affairs, as most intimate friends do, and had 
come to the conclusion that Mr.' Wilson must be sav- 
ing a little money, notwithstanding his small salary. 
She never said in so many words that they were 
making deposits in the Savings Bank, but she 
so often complained of the low rate of interest 
it allowed — only five per cent — while government 
was paying seven-thirty, that I felt quite sure she 
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must have a nest-e^g of considerable stw on deposit* 
If it were not so, I could not understand what dirfer- 
enee it could make to her whether government allows 
seven -thirty or not, nor why she should so frequently 
refer to the subject. 

Now, I have my full share of curiosity, and was 
several times on the point of saying that they must 
be depositing in the Savings Bank, I nit could not help 
remembering that, as she did not volunteer to gratify 
my curiosity, it wuuld have been a breach of good 
manners for me to he more inquisitive. If the 
questions put to mo by the fellow with the printed 
schedule bad given me so much offence, though 
rlu: law required him to a-k them, it was quite reason- 
able to suppose that mere voluntary c&techigmg of 
the same character would be equally disagreeable to 
Others. I mt 1 felt persuaded that the Wilsons had 
money at interest. 

Well, one day our neighbor carnc home in unusu- 
ally good spirits, and told his wife that now he 
was on the hiyh road to fortune, — he hail bought two 
hundred shares of « Oil w stocks A friend of bis who 
bad gone in on what wai called u the u round-floor," 
had let him into the ring at a merely nominal advance ; 
and in a few days, or in a week or two, at furthest, he 
expected to realize a small fortune by the investment. 

Though people lived fast tu those days, and great 
prises were being drawn continually in the lottery of 
me, all of which Mrs. Wilson well knew, yet a 
shade of uneasiness was apparent in her manner as 
fhe learned what her husband had been doing. So 
far they had rubbed alone; without dabbling in specu- 
, and she felt apprehensive of the result, knowing 
thai they had nothing thej could afford 10 lose, 

lint m13 speculations are infatuating- Wilson made 
the matter right with her in a few momenta lla ex- 
plained the particulars so clearly — about as dearly aa 
plained to him — that she, woman like, 
confiding in her husband's judgment, assented to the 
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wisdom of his purchase, and presently became as en- 
thusiastic as himself. The speculative contagion had 
taken such firm hold of her, and she was so thorough- 
ly persuaded that their luck was to be a golden 
one, that she could do no less than come into our 
house that very evening, and tell us all about it. She 
was really full to running over with oil. She spoke 
enthusiastically of " our company," — the " Pitte-ho-le- 
o-gum Oil Company." 

"But what a queer name it is," I observed. 

"0," she replied, "a good name is everything, 
especially in oil. People remember a sonorous name 
like this ; it sounds well, and reads well in the pa- 
pers. My husband says that there are now so many 
oil companies that it has become difficult to find 
names for them. New ones are being formed every 
day ; the stocks are all going up ; people can't get 
enough of the shares, and immense fortunes are real- 
ized every week. My husband says that oil is to be- 
come a greater staple than cotton or coal. People 
are getting to use it for everything; he is half 
inclined to think they will take to drinking it some 
day." 

" They appear to swallow it pretty freely already," 
I replied. 

I was amazed at my neighbor's sudden enthusiasm 
on the subject, but was so ignorant of the whole mat- 
ter that I could offer no opinion as to her prospects, 
and contented myself with expressing warm hopes 
that her speculation might prove a success. But 
I could not avoid thinking that, if it were sometimes 
desirable to have a name so remarkable that one 
would be sure to remember it, there might be other 
occasions when a less conspicuous one would be 
preferable, — one that it would be easier to forget. 

Mrs. Wilson continued to run in daily for a week 
after this ; she wished to keep me " posted up," she 
said. Most of her conversation was about the 
Pitte-ho-le-o-gum. She seemed to have fallen in 
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love with the very name. Now and then she dwelt 
pleasantly on her brilliant future, and intimated what 
additions she intended to ma,ke to her already really 
comfortable household, when they had sold, and real- 
ized. Indued, her confidences on these subjects be- 
came wonderfully free. On such friendly visits sbe 
generally h rough t her sewing, hut when dilating upon 
Oil, and especially when referring to the rittedio-le-o- 
jL r uui. she became* so excited that the work fell from 
her hands, — her mind was running more on stueks 
and prices than on domestic duties, It was filled with 
" Castles in Spain/' whose gorgeous walls, built by 
her own vivid fancy, were even now growing visible 
to her inner sighs. 

Every evening, when Mr. Wilson came home, 
his wife's first question was, — 

" Well, dear, how are stocks?" 

The answer, — uniform for at least a week, — " Go- 
ing up," sent a new thrill of joyful animation through 
every pulse of the infatuated wife, and confirmed the 
brilliant hopes already awakened in her heart. Then 
she called for the evening paper which he usually 
brought with him, and turning first to the stock lkc, 
itudied its report of sales with profound interest. 
In former times her eyes would have sought first 
the daily list of marriages and death*. Hut these 
ever interesting announcements had lost their ancient 
charms. Sbe cared little who married, or who died ; 
it Was which stock went up, how much, and to 
what extent it was selling- Thus her experience of 
i tier] t was fast becoming equal to that of a 
i at the stock board. 

I had never before encountered any other female 

speculator than the market-woman, who bought eggs 

wa shillings a dozen and supplied them to 

ma at double that price. Occasionally she sold 

me a bad egg, no doubt unconsciously ; but then 

one must luivc first sold it to her; m in the 

Hud scramble after eggs, anything that has 
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yon a government bond, where you will get the high- 
est rate of interest every six months ; and when yon 
want your money back yon can have it on an hour's 
notice. You will lie getting married &omc of these 
day s t an d w il In eert it n 1 L ' ' 

The girl hung down her head, blushing at the mat- 
rimonial intimation, hut presently mustered courage 
enough to reply, " But people say the government 
won't he able to pay its debts, and then I shall 
lose it.* 1 

My husband was as much surprised as we had be- 
fore been by this unexpected answer of the simple girl. 

" Show mo the money "you now have/' he de- 
manded ; and she drew from her pocket a roll of 
greenbacks which she laid in his hand, 

w-Ton consider these notes safe, I suppose?" he 
inquired, 

"0 y -, sir" was the reply. 

« Well, dune," he rejoined, "these are government 
notes ; If the government should breaks and not be 
able to pay its bonds, these notes will be no better. 
They all stand or fall together. One is as good aa 
the other, and both are better than all the oil stock*. in 
the Country, You will find that I urn right, and that, 
while one set of sharpers are cheating you in storks, 
another set is trying to mislead you as to the gov- 
ernment scenriti 

But Arthur's eloquence availed nothing. She had 
been bewitched by Mrs. Wilson's constant reference to 
tho money to he made in oil ; for, fn the absence of 
her husband during the day, the ft\dy had, for luck 
of other nudirors, conversed with her servant. From 
the mtetresfl the contagion thus spread to the domes- 
tie, from the latter to her lover, and from him to his 
Is among the laboring classes; until, stimulated 
by the constant "publication in the newspapers of ex- 
aggttmtod accounts of great Bowing imUa, large divi- 
da, and sudden fortunes acquired by poor men, 
— one half of such statements being the production 







SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS A TEAM, 



n 



of writers lured by speculators to prepare them, — the 
entire laboring commauity had become infected with 
the prevailing mania. The small savings of this 
extensive class mu?t be subsidized to &well the flood 
of speculation which now penetrated into every village 
throughout the land. The dupes who had paid their 
money received a finely engraved certificate, and there 
the matter ended. No mutter how closely they 
studied the daily stock report, many of them saw no 
advance in their share?, nor did quarter-day bring 
them any dividends* They had parted with their all, 
and the speculators had secured it, just as they had 
intended* 

IIuw natural, then, that an ignorant girl lite oars 
should be ripe for so specious a scheme as that of the 
** Workingmaus Beneficial Oil Company." It had 
been cunningly devised expressly for the swindling of 
such as she, I confess that I Gould not then see the 
trap in the clear tight by which my husband viewed 
it, perhaps because of some little weakness of my own 
toward venturing in that direction, and was therefore 
a poor hand at persuading others to avoid what I had 
been half inclined to embrace myself If my hus- 
band's urgent reasoning* with Jane was of so little 
avail, how was it possible tor so weak an advocate as 
myself to be successful ? So June invested her whole 
three years 1 savings hi oil. The example of the par- 
lor had extended to the kitchen, as it often does; 
sometimes for pood, but too often for evil. 

The public frenzy was now at its height. Mrs* 
Wilson could think of nothing but oil, and, in- 
deed, rapid and unaeooun table was the rise in the 
market value of this wonderful property, "And 
what will xi -11 do with all the money?" inquired 
Arthur of Mr. Wilson, lie would have valued it, 
in his own case, chiefly as business capital. 

"Jta invest, of course/ 7 was the ready answer, 
for tin: lucky speculator always plunges in after 
more. "It will again double itself in a few weeks/' 
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But such tension of the mind as our neighbors had 
experienced must have relief* Wilson had bought 
the Pittc-ho-le-o-gum at a dollar a share, and now it 
had tfoue up to five. This was his mark, — four 
band red pe r ce n t p roti t , — an d he sold out, sec nrin g a 
gain of eight hundred dollars on on investment of 
two hundred, We not only eongratu luted him on his 
good luck, but my husband, still unmoved by his suc- 
cess, suggested fed him whether it would not be wise 
for him to retire with this handsome profit from the 
ring. 

But Wilson was as impetuous as Arthur was cool. 
In u few days he had invested both capital and profit 
in « The Bottomless Well Company.* 1 A rare chance 
had been offered by a friend who was making up the 
company, and who would Jet him in on ik first princi- 
ples"; while all others were to be simply taken in. 
The prospectus was highly assuring, as it declared 
that oil had been struck within a mile of the M l±^t- 
tomless," while in the well then going down upon 
the latter property there were strong indications of ft 
like result. 

" Indications," said Wilson's friend to him, in ft 
confidential way, after lie hud subscribed and paid his 
money, — ► " indications are about all we care for: good 
enough to get up ft company on. The oil Is not im- 
portaiit to ns; that may eomo or not," 

Here was a strong intimation to Wilson of how 
things were managed by the projectors. It seemed 
that the production of oil wo a not essential to the 
formation of a company with a million capital, hut 
that mere " indications w were quite sufficient, so 
sharply did the greedy public bite at every new bait. 
But in those days the hooks were gilded, and that 
on which the M Bottomless Well ** was suspended glit- 
tered as brightly as the rest. 

All thpse days I could not help reading the stock 
Hst In the morning paper, even more attentively, afrer 
seeing the success of oar neighbors, I don't know 
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to what lengths I might have gone, had not my un im- 
pulsive husband been ever ready to keep me in the 
sale path of entire abstinence, But knowing that the 
Wilsons had goiU LntQ the ' l Buttomless," I felt inter- 
ested, at least Fur them. 

•• Ah ! " said I one day* after reading the astonish- 
ing figures of b very active stock board, "if we only 
had the means to try one fur Lines I ** 

" But we have not" replied Arthur « Slow and 
»nre p my dear, is the safest way DO grow rich. We 
shall overtake some of these fast acquaintances before 
either you or they suppose.'* 

I knew that he had nothing io invest, even if dis- 
posed to do so, henee I could not reproach him for 
this. How ooold I forget that his daily earnings were 
barely enough for our daily wants ? So, instead 
of a reproach, I kissed him tenderly, and forgot my 
regrets* 

In a fortnight after this we heard that the "Bot- 
tomless' 1 had struck oil A telegram had been sent 
down by the superintendent stating that the well 
ving one. and was discharging a thousand 
barrels daily, with a prospect of its reaching lifteen 
hundred! The good news circulated amongst the 
expectant hfiOgOfS-on of the stock board, and up 
the "Bottomless" from one dollar to ten* Wilson 
came hutne intensely juhilanr, while his wife's excite- 
ment knew no hounds* The Mock had cost hirn one 
♦ dollar; his fortune was therefore actually made* and 
all from a beginning of two hundred dollars! How 
small that Sum seemed in comparison with the leu 
fchotuuid ju*t vyithin his reach. Of coarse he told of 
his good luck. 

" Better sell out at once, Wilson/ 1 advised my hus- 
band* 

U il Com In - tocfoe/ 1 was the reply ; "that 

my ui;uk r although it will go beyond that." 

But events travelled fast in those days* The next 
;ug Wilson came burne in very different hit- 
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mor. Though all that morning the "Bottomless" 
had been rampant at the board, the stocks chang- 
ing hands in immense lots, yet about noon a rumor 
obtained currency that the superintendent's despatch 
was a hoax, — the " Bottomless " had not struck oil. 
The sales immediately slackened, the price fell off, 
speculators became shy, and down went the shares 
to the subscription price of a dollar. But the lie 
had answered the purpose for which it was devised, 
by enabling those in the secret to " unload," that 
Is, to shift their stock into other hands at great profit 
to themselves. Wilson's confidential friend had for- 
gotten to let him into this important part of the 
game, as, while the latter worked off his own stock 
at a high figure, Wilson had not parted with a single 
share. He might have turned his thousand dollars 
into ten thousand ; but that was not enough, — he 
must have twelve. 

The disappointment to him and his wife was terri- 
ble. All her air-castles had vanished. They were 
perpetually regretting their mistake of refusing to 
sell. They now saw that it would be wise to satisfy 
themselves with a much smaller profit, and resolved 
to modify their aspirations in the future. But the 
" Bottomless Well " never recovered from the effects 
of this deceptive telegram. It stood for a while 
at the original price, a dollar, then ceased to be re- 
ported in the stock list, and subsequently disappeared 
entirely. It had "gone under." Wilson's capital* 
and profits had disappeared together. The bottom 
had dropped out of what was really and truly the • 
" Bottomless." 

But if shrewd, intelligent people like our neighbors 
were to be thus readily imposed upon, what was 
to prevent the ignorant servant-girls, and working- 
men from being stripped of everything ? In the case 
of Jane, the result was just as my husband had 
predicted. Her little pile of a hundred dollars had 
been sucked into the great vortex of " The Working- 
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man's Beneficial," and it was affecting to hear the 
poor girl's regrets over her folly. She would be 
glad enough now to have a government bond in 
place of the swindling " Beneficial," which, during its 
whole career, had never reached the dignity of a quo- 
tation in the stock list. 

Our unlucky neighbors came by degrees to bear 
their disappointment with commendable equanimity. 
I have since ascertained that my suspicion of a de- 
posit in the savings fund was correct. The two 
hundred dollars with which their first oil purchase* 
was made had been their accumulated savings for 
two years. She would have been quite satisfied 
with five per cent now, — the grief was that even 
that had taken wings and disappeared beyond reach. 

There must be many who can not only remember 
these incidents of the gambling era which has so 
recently passed away, but who have been even more 
completely impoverished than either Wilson or the 
servant-girls. There are pecuniary wrecks of every 
description as consequences of the mighty oil swin- 
dle. There are widows now beggared by those atro- 
cious robberies, business-men who have been deeply 
embarrassed by them, and a miscellaneous multi- 
tude from whom millions of dollars have been thus 
dishonestly taken. I can now appreciate my hus- 
band's cautious prudence, at a time when even older 
heads were turned by this extraordinary infatuation. 
Where should we now be, if he had gone in debt to 
speculate in oil? 





CHAPTER III.* 

The Tax-gatherer again. — House and Furniture. — Our Gab- 
den.— Its Pleasures' and its Profits. —Making Wins.. 

gflN a few days, punctual to his word, the dap- 
per little Internal Revenue man called for 
his paper, and found it all ready. I think 

he was rather surprised to find there was 

so little due from us, for he looked inquiringly 
around the parlor, and remarked how comfortably we 
were fixed. 

" Have you no more than six hundred a year, 
madam ? " he asked, incredulously. 

" Only six hundred besides house-rent, which is two 
hundred more," I answered, thinking him very im- 
pertinent. 

" I do not mean to doubt your word at all," he 
said, apologetically. " You have a pleasant situation 
here." 

I said, "Yes," mechanically, for I was afraid he 
had some designs upon our house, — perhaps was 
looking for one himself; and so nervous did the idea 
make me that I was much relieved when he had 
taken his departure. 

As soon as Arthur came home in the evening, 
I told him my fears, and we discussed the propriety 
of at once forestalling the man, in case such was his 
object, by applying for a five years' lease on our little 
house. My husband approved of the plan, so before 
bedtime he had called on the landlord, and secured 
our right for the above-mentioned term. 
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Our house was a pleasant, snug little affair, with A 
cosey parlor aod dining-room back, a lar^e kitchen, 
ami a shed for wash-house and summer cooking- Up 
stairs were three good chambers in the second story, 
with bath, and two attics above. 

The bouse was comfortably furnished, far I hud 

nght the furniture myself at the time of my 
marriage, with a legacy of seven hundred dollars left 
me by the aunt in whose honor I was named. But 
for that, we should have been poorly off; for Arthur 
" ad little to spare when we began life, and my 
own father had too large a family depemling on 
him to give much to set ont hi a oldest daughter* 
A good supply of clothing was therefore the most 
1 could expect frora him; and the generous good- 
will with which ho gave mc that was as much 
as many dollars given grudgingly. Fortunately, at 
the time of our going to housekeeping the prices 
of such things were moderate, and 1 furnished my 
house entirely with the sum I have named. My 
piano! I should mention! had been used for a 
time before I bought it t and was really worth much 
more than it cost me, 

I have only to refer to my bills to tell just what 
were the items. 

Faklou FiraKJTcnE. 

Forty v&rda Tapestry Carpet, at $ 1.00 $40,00 

VVilr.aMliLir-ClothSofa ....... 30,00 

Four Walnut Chairs, at $3.00 ..... 12.00 

re-TaWe ...♦.♦, S 00 

CloihOuver .«...« 200 

Tex Tttblu with Marble Tun . S.00 

[ano and Stool 200 oo 

wo WiiidQw- Shades of WaltoLlnca .... 

Total, - $m00 

FtmNTTimE for Three Chambers. 

yards Tnpraiu TarjiH, fit $0 7S . . . . £52 50 
-&ts, at $ 40 each ..... J20.00 

B**\h and Bedding . * 60,00 

Ware ■ ■ 00 

MueUn Curtain* ....... 

Tut*!, . i^LJafy 
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Twenty yarda Carpet T at $ 0.75 * . . , . £1500 

A, Gixjd Secoud-1-lHiid Table * . , 6D0 

Six Cane-Stat Cfaaira, vX$ 1.50 BOO 

Cutlery . 10.00 

Stone- China Dinner Set . * .* * » 10.00 

Tea Set, white branch China 5 00 

Wm&nr-SflwOes 1.00 

Total, 



I 



Kitchen Furniture, and Cooking Ufcenails 
Hail Furniture, and Stair Carpet 



ptfjfM) 

. $30,00 
_ 30.00 
$60.00 
Total coat of Eouae Furniture . ■ #658 50 

This left me just $41 ,50 for table-linen, sheets, pil- 
low-cases, ami touch ; which was little enoogh, it is 
true , but as thus I in was cheap then, it bought me a 
dozen sheets, a dozen pillow-cases, five table-cloths, 
a doze a napkins, a dozen fine huckaback towels, a 
dozen crash ones for kitchen use, and left mc somo 
twelve dollars for sundry knickn sicks, such as brushes 
and combs, waiters, dost- brushes, and lamps. So, 
when everything was arranged in ita proper plaee, our 
house was indeed a model of comfort and convenience. 
t Then there was the garden outside, which, if it 
\ somewhat to our labor, contributed very ma- 
terially to our comfort also* It was not large, — cer- 
tainly not more than an eighth of an acre, — yet we 
managed to cultivate it without a dollar's hiring. All 
hut the few shillings* worth of seed, and an occasional 
barrow-load of manure, was therefore clear gain. 

Down on each side, and quite around the lot, was 
a row of currant-bushes, which, after the first season, 
produced splendidly. The fcw original plants that 
we found there were large, spreading ones, with much 
dead wood, and the majority of new stalks were with- 
out fruit. They had grown undisturbed for years, and 
contained enough to plant around the entire Dosrgin. 
Early in the spring, before the leaf-buds bad opened, 
my husband dug them up, one at a time, undertaking 
on!y so much as he could finish up each day, in the 
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boar before breakfast that bo had determined to devote 
10 this work. The ground next the fence had first 
been well spaded up and le veiled, and each large 
bush when taken up was separated intu ten or fifteen 
pieces, every one having good and healthy fibrous 
roots. Those were at once set out at a distance of 
three feet apart, before they had had time to wither. 
Thus, after a few morning*' work, we bad our whole 
garden hedged around with currant- bushes, whieh 
seemed to occupy no room at all, and soon blossomed 
forth with great luxuriance. That year*s crop was 
Hot so large, because the smaller plants did not bear 
at all ; but by the second season they were very full, 
and bung in long crimson clusters from every stalk. 
The remainder of the ground we planted with 
ables, as follows ; an onion-bed, which ♦ from 
three qojyrte of seta, costing twenty-one cents, pro- 
duced us over a bushel of tine onions ; st ring-beans, 
and Lima beans; a tew tomato-plants which I par- 
chased from a gardener at three cents each, and which 
came into bearing very early. The firsE six tomatoes 
produced me thirty cents, and the green-grocer gladly 
took them in exchange for other things of that value. 
The next six brought twenty-five cents, and the next 
twenty-five cent* the quarter peck. All together, vra 
sold a dollar and thirty cents* worth, which more than 
paid the whole cost of our seeds, plants T and bean- 
enjoyed the rest of them 
ourselves, having them for breakfast, dinner, Of 
every day during the season. All this was from ten 
plants, Besides these, we had a few egg-plants, whieh 
produced well ; two or three enc am her- vines, whieh 
furnished US pickles, almost enough to last during the 
ynu \ in the cellar a tub of bnne, into 

which they were put every day us they were gathered. 
I , parsley, thyme, sweet 

illy the herbs, were a 

great source of comfort during the entire year. At 

, A>per season we cut and dried them tor winter 
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use, and I was thus not only provided myself with 
the mean a for making many savory dishes, hut was 
of ton able to accommodate my less fortunate and 
provident neighbors. 

When the currants were ripe, I made enough jelly 
to answer our requirements, and then from the rest I 
made both wine and shrub, — the latter a cooling and 
refreshing leverage for the hot weather* and, indeed, 
for any reason. My Jive gallons of wine were of the 
best quality, clear u.nd beautiful ; and as others who 
read my book may wish to know how to do the same, 
1 here give, the recipe by wliicli 1 have made it every 
year without failure. 






To Make Cttrhant Wine, 

Take ripe currants ; mash them well, either with 
the bunds or some broad wooden spoon ; then strain 
the juice through a strong bag'. Have your eask 
measured, and allow one third of its contents to be 
pure juice* As soon as the juice is measured put it 
into the cask, which must now be placed in a firm 
position in the cellar, with spigot previously provided, 
so that it may be drawn off without having to move 
the cask. For every gallon that the cask will hold 
allow two and three quarter pounds of brown sugar, 
and dissolve it b a bin kct of water, stirring well; 
then pour this into the cask, and add more water to 
the sugar remaining in the bucket, until all of it is in 
the cask] then fill up with water to the bang and 
leave it open tor ten days to ferment. On the tenth 
day remove from around the bung-hole all the froth 
that has collected, using the little finger to reach that 
inside; then add to a five or six gallon cask a half- 
teaenpful of good brandy or whiskey, and immedi- 
ately put in the bung pretty tightly. In a day or two 
pi uni il it in securely, and let the cask remain undis- 
turbed until the first of January, when it may be 
quietly racked off, and will be found perfectly clear 
until the sediment in the bottom is reached. Like all 
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other wine, it improves with age; and, although when 
first rlrawn it is of a light-red color, it will soon ac- 
quire a rich wine tint. 

Iti making all kinds of wine care must be taken to 
have the cask perfectly sweet, or the wine will be 
likely to be sour. If it should smell sour, or doubt- 
ful, it would be best to have it ranking for a few days 
beforehand, with a little washing-soda dissolved in the 
water, rinsing it well before using. Old casks are 
more desirable than new ones, as the first time they 
ate aged the wiue is apt to taste of the wood. 

Always on New- Year's day, or as near that time as 
convenient, I drew it off by means of the spigot in- 
serted in the end of the cask, tmd then Immediately 
bottled it for use. Every one who saw or tasted ray 
wiue praised its beautiful color and line flavor, and 
after a year or two keeping it acquired the rich tint 
that belongs to rnrer varieties. Thus we always bad 
wine in the house, whether for our friends or ourselves, 
for cooking or for sickness, and uever indulged in any 
other sort, 

The shrub was m^ by straining the currant-juice, 
adding to every three pints of it one pound of white 
Sugar ; boil it about fifteen minutes, skimming it well ; 
then when cool add a tcacupful of good brandy for 
pint of syrup. Bottle it, and cork tightly. A 
little of tli is shrub poured into a glass of ice-water 
makes a most agreeable drink. 

Around che door and all about the house were nice 
grass-plots and flower-bed*, these last being my own 
especial charge, During* the first two years after my 
marriage I spent mueh time in sowing, transplanting, 
and weeding my pretty partem*, and was richly 
repaid for all my pains in their gay appearance, and 
the never- failing bouqaet they furnished for my pifrlor. 
Even in later year*, when my hands were busy with 
nursing bahy, I still found a little time to use my 
tools; and in the morning I had but to take 
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the little fellow out in his coach, and place him under 
the shade of a tree close at hand, where he could watch 
me pull up the weeds, and crow his approbation, until 
the task was accomplished. 

I think I have clearly demonstrated that a house 
with even such a strip of garden room as 'ours is 
worth far more than one without it. Yet considerable 
management is necessary in order to prevent it from 
becoming a positive expense rather than a profit. 
My husband loved the care of a garden, and those 
early morning hours which he gave to the work were 
positively the pleasantest of the day. 

It was wonderful to see "how his appetite for break- 
fast increased by the healthful exercise they gave him. 
His regular business was of a very different kind, so 
this variety was therefore the more agreeable ; besides, 
as the plants grew and flourished, and bore fruit, only 
those who have done as he did can understand how 
well he was repaid for all his toil. That the vegeta- 
bles tasted better than those we bought was no mere 
conceit, for they were ripe and fresh, and therefore 
good and wholesome. 

But if, on the other hand, wfehad hired our garden 
cultivated, and paid for the wont by the day, the cost 
would have far exceeded the profit, and one of the 
chief pleasures of our humble home would have been 
lost to us. 




CHAPTER IV. 




BEGcnnwo T& ki& HotwRp — Ctoon Mamaobmist. — Coot or 
Lms<j, — Clotbibg* — Bittihq Saaoaixs. 

HEN we undertook to keep house on the 
small income of aix hundred a year, I 
knew that it would require the strictest 
economy in order to in tike our ex; 
come within that sum, and so, from the beginning, I 
kept a close account of everything we bought. 

At starting we had this advantage, — and I mention 
it here for the benefit of the great family of young 
housekeepers who r like ourselves, mnst make the must 
of a little, Arthur had saved a hundred dollars 
before we were married, and with this little capital he 
laid in the following supplies to begin with : a barrel 
of light-brown sugar, five tana of eoal, a pot of lard, 
ten bushels of winter pettfom, a box of brown soap r 
and a firkin of good butter. With these supplies we 
were able to start fairly, and, by my good manage- 
ment, I contrived to keep ahead- 

I soon ascertained that we were able to consume 

about two pounds of sugar a week, aud in my weekly 

settlements I WW careful to charge myself with that 

amount ; also for the potatoes and other articles ; 

sums being laid aside, week by week, until, when 

the original supplies were exhoiiHK-d, I hud enough 

saved to buy more. By thus purchasing by whole- 

I saved many dollars in the year's expenses. 

But the accounts must be kept, and these amounts 

id, just as conscientiously as if the articles had 
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been purchased every week ; else this plan of whole- 
sale supply will prove a positive disadvantage to the 
housekeeper, by creating the impression that there is 
a surplus of money in the treasury. 

In the beginning I laid the following plans, which 
at once furnished me with the key to my future 
operations. The house-rent was reserved first, and 
that left me just $600, which, divided by fifty-two, 
gave me $ 11.54 for my weekly expenses.* Our coal 
for the year — five tons, at $ 7 each — cost $ 35, or a 
fraction over sixty-seven cents a. week ; and this also 
I deducted and laid aside, together with the other 
reserves, for sugar, potatoes, butter, lard, and soap. 
We had laid in ten bushels of potatoes at fifty cents 
per bushel, and as we used but one peck a week, they 
cost only twelve and a half cents. The lard, in 
these hard times, had cost eighteen cents a pound, 
and we used, on an average, a half-pound every week ; 
this was nine cents more. Then the butter — three 
pounds at thirty cents — came to ninety cents; brown 
soap cost ten cents, and about three quarters of a 
pound sufficed for all the wants of the week, includ- 
ing washing. I know I saved at least a quarter 
pound of soap each week by my plan of always cut- 
ting up a large quantity of it into pieces of conven- 
ient size, and spreading them out in the attic to 
harden well. A piece of soap thus hardened will 
not melt away in hot water as rapidly as a. freshly 
cat one is sure to do. 

Well, by the time I had prepared my list of weekly 
expenses it stood somewhat as follows : — 

• At the date of which we are writing, when we really began 

IV kwekeeptag,— 1860, — prices of provisions were not quite 

ftV A * rc have here sjated ; bat by the time we came to lay in 

v T|M j w third supplies they had risen much higher. Intend- 

v ^ m r amm to be some guide even in these times, we have 

ees to correspond more nearly with subsequent 

takmg a medium between the lowest former 

i vnkh prerafled during the war. 
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Coal $0.67 

Potatoes 0.12J 

Lard- ........ 0.09 

Butter 0.90 

.Soap 0.07* 

Two pounds Sugar, at $0.13 . . . 0-26 

Girl's W4ges JL50 

Total, . $ 3.62 

When this sum was deducted from the grand total 
of $11.54, it left me just $7.92 for the remaining 
household expenses. Of these mf account-book fur- 
nished me with the following list, for one week : — 

Wheat Flour, twelve pounds . . ... $0.30 

One dozen Eggs 0.25 

Half-pound Coffee 0.25 

Eighth pound Tea 0.16 

Heat or a Substitute, $ 0.25 per day . . 1.75 

Milk, one quart per day, at $0.07 . . . 0.49 
Salt, Rice, Indian Meal, Vinegar, Spice, Lights, &c. 1.00 
Occasional Expenses, such as Brooms, Brushes, &c. 0.50 
Total, $4.69 

I was thus in possession of $3.23, as a reserve 
fund for clothing and other incidentals. Allowing 
seventy-three cents of this every week for extras that 
might be needed in the house, we had at least $ 125 
per annum for our clothing ; and with careful man- 
agement we were able to dress ourselves very genteel- 
ly on that amount. For myself, a few good dresses 
were better than many poor ones, and I have always 
found iti the cheapest to buy good material, even if 
the first cost is rather greater, than to get a coarse or 
thin article, which will last but a single season. I do 
not mean by this, however, that I bought expensive 
or extravagant dresses, or showy or costly shawls and 
cloaks. One dress of a season, of alpaca, cashmere, 
or all-wool delaine, cost about $ 12, including mak- 
ing and trimming ; for I could sew it entirely myself, 
merely paying a dressmaker to cut and fit it for me, 
at a cost of twenty-five cents. 

For summer, a nice barege, or some similar mate- 
rial, could be had for about $ 6, and a calico for $ 2 
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more. Cloaks and shawls were heavier articles, and 
therefore but one such item could be indulged in each 
year. But even for a winter cloak I could buy the 
materials, of fine, good cloth, for $ 10, and with a 
paper pattern by which to cut it out, I could make it 
and trim it as well as a regular cloakmaker, although 
I had never learned the trade. Then if the fashions 
changed, I was able to alter or refit it so as to insure 
its looking well for at least five years. 

Another year I would spend about the same sum for 
a shawl or mantilla, and, once in two or three years, 
a new silk dress. As for bonnets, on which so many 
ladies expend such large sums, I was able myself to 
manufacture as pretty a one as I cared to wear. The 
materials for a bonnet cost but a trifle compared with 
the price asked in the milliners' shops for the manu- 
factured articles ; so when the season came round for 
a new bonnet, I generally paid a visit to the city and 
took a survey of the various styles on exhibition in 
the windows and glass cases at the shop doors, made 
my selection, and then purchased my frame, ribbons, 
flowers, &c., accordingly. A few seasons' experience 
had enabled me to judge pretty accurately of the 
quantity required for any particular shape or style, 
and I could always work up my old material, and 
make over the last season's bonnet so as to look as 
well as new. Very often a handsome silk or velvet 
bonnet was produced in this way, for three or four 
dollars, which could not have been bought for less 
than twenty at the stores. I had a large box into 
which I always put the odds and ends of bonnet ma- 
terials, so, as the fashion was continually varying, I 
was constantly able to bring out of my treasure-house 
new combinations of silk and lace and velvet, which 
the world at large would have supposed were al- 
together new. To me, the consciousness that I had 
done well, and with so little outlay, added greatly to 
the satisfaction I felt in wearing my new bonnets. 

The numerous little items of shoes and stockings, 
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of gloves, collars, pocket-handkerchiefs, Sbc., were all 
brought within oar necessary limit, although I am free 
to confess that there were many of those tempting 
things culled bargains which I was obliged to pass by. 
My husband often rallied me with my passion for buy- 
ing these bargains j but if 1 did occasionally indulge 
ray propensity, he was always famed to admit the 
odd of my purchase, and would have been even 
more unwilling than myself to part with it agpOn. 

One day I attended an auction sale of furniture, 
held in the neighborhood, with the intention of pro- 
curing one or two trifling articles of kitchen wan 
that were needed. Many of my friends were there 
also, — it was quite Fashionable to go to auctions 
in oar town, — and I walked th rough the house to see 
whut was to be sold. In one of the upper rooms 
hung a large mirror, with a very shabby gilt frame, 
— not broken at all, — but only discolored, and al- 
most bare of gilding. It had evidently been exposed 
to flies, fti well as to careless management, for many 
years. I saw at a glance that it was a valuable 
glass, but it did not enter rny mind to bid on it for 
If until I heard the auctioneer crying it off at 
the paltry sum of one dollar and ninety-live cents, 
Waiting just a second, to hear some one bid higher. 
before it was sacrificed at that price, his eye sudden- 
ly rested OH my face, and almost without a thought 
of obtaining the prize, 1 gave him a nod which indeed 
secured it for me at the low rate of two dollars. 
1 was as much surprised as any one there, for when 
I left home, I had not dreamed of making such a 
porch 

Well, it required but a few moments to have it 
removed to oar own house ; but before I had been at 
home ten minutes, a friend who had heard of my bar- 
gain called to otter me double the price, if I wei> 
nosed to sell. I did not decline the offer then, but 
promised to let her know the next day, as I had some 
experiments to be tried tirst, which 1 was in haste to 



3 2 8IX HUNDRED DOLLARS A YEAR. 

begin. On receiving the glass at home I had had 
it carried into the parlor, where it was to remain until 
dinner was over, and Arthur had gone back to the 
factory. I especially desired that he should not see 
it until I had exercised my ingenuity upon 'its time- 
worn frame. As usual, he did not go into the parlor 
at all,. but went out again immediately after dinner; 
and for that once, at least, I was glad to see him 
depart. 

Then began my work of renovating the shabby 
frame. It was indeed beautifully ornamented with 
scroll-work, and other designs, only that the whole 
was changed by careless washings to a general whitey- 
black appearance, which was anything but handsome. 

It was but a few moments' work to wash and wipe 
carefully the dust from every part of it. Then with 
a brush I laid on the brown varnish paint, such as 
cabinet-makers use for staining wood in imitation of 
walnut or rosewood. Working it well into all the 
cracks and corners of the frame, I soon covered up 
all the shabby gilding, and changed the whole ap- 
pearance of the thing. I know it did not look hand- 
somer, even in the days of its primeval grandeur, 
than it did when I had finished those simple artistic 
touches. 

I kept the parlor door closely shut in order to 
prevent the odor of paint from escaping to tell my 
secret, for I had determined, if possible, to surprise 
my husband with a first sight of the new mirror 
after it had been hung. I knew that it would look 
so much handsomer when it should be in its place 
between the parlor windows. As it was summer- 
time, and flies were plenty, I had a good excuse for 
proposing that we should sit on the pleasant piazza, 
instead of opening the parlor, and in the evening we 
went out to make a few visits, which occupied the 
hours until bedtime. Thus my secret was unsus- 
pected that night. 

Next morning, with the assistance of my girl, and 
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a borrowed step-ladder, I managed to hang up my 
new mirror with its carved rosewood frame, and I 
could not have imagined the good effect of such an 
addition to our parlor furniture. It not only looked 
well itself, but everything else looked better in its 
company. In a word, I was delighted with my bar- 
gain, and was now as impatient to let Arthur see it 
as I had been to prevent his doing so. 

I was singing one of his favorite songs, when I 
heard his latch-key in the street door, and I knew he 
would be sure to come at once into the parlor, so I 
only turned around to see him enter. He was in the 
act of crossing the room, when he caught a glimpse 
of his own image reflected in the glass, and turning 
around almost involuntarily, he saw the new mirror, 
and stopped in amazement before it. 

" Why, what have we here ? " he exclaimed, look- 
ing into my conscious faee. " How did this come 
about ? » 

" I bought it, my dear. Don't you think it hand- 
some ? " I answered, cautiously, for I knew what he 
would say next. 

" Very handsome indeed ; but, Kitty, do you think 
it was right to buy anything like this until we can af- 
ford it better ? " 

He said this reproachfully, but I knew how to an- 
swer him, so rejoined, " Why, how much do you sup- 
pose it cost ? " 

" I cannot well guess ; but some twenty-five or 
thirty dollars I suppose, : these rosewood frames are 
quite expensive." 

" Well, my dear Arthur, it only cost us two dollars 
and twenty-five cents all together, and I am offered 
double that already if we choose to sell it. But it 
shall be just as you decide." 

He looked incredulously at me, but there was the 
auctioneer's bill and receipt for the two dollars. The 
other twenty-five cents were for the paint and porter- 
age. 

3 
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" Well, little wife, you are a rare hand for bar- 
gains ; but I Ktiess well keep this one ourselves, and 
Hot let Mrs, L. have it-' J 

I had privately resolved to save the coat of my 
purchase by doing without some equivalent item of 
my own wardrobe, and so I did ; but I took fur more 
satisfaction iu my looking-glass than I could have de- 
rived from the articles dispensed with* " After this, 
whenever my husband would laugh at my propensity 
for tt bargains/' I bad only to quote this case to turn 
the joke on the other side. 

It must not he supposed, however, that I often 
indulged in such episodes, nor had I the mean-* to 
launch out into those expensive and attractive items 
which more favored housekeepers nnght have secured, 
I knew that, not only was our income limited, but that 
our house was small and plain also, and I would have 
considered it quite out of caste to have in my little 
parlor anything too costly or pretention* £0 correspond 
with my other furniture. 

1 was, however, very fond of fancy-work, and took 
great delight in making various little articles that 
came under this name, all of which tended to beau- 
tify our little home, and render it still more charming 
in our partial eyes. 





CHAPTER V, 



Eahly Rising. — Fancy-Woke* — Pktuke-Fkamis* — Iliffttxo- 

&IKLVEH. — BltAltLTri. — SuJlETUIS'i REil.LV L'SHFUL. — llOW 
TO HAE£ A WOKK~TABLB. — - My UltUiMiVtP* WuiUt. 




URING the first two years of my married 
life, I had considerable leisure time* I had 
a good servant who was able to do the 
whole work of ray house, excepting only 
such trifling portions as I chose to do myself* Every 
Homing we rose early, and thus I gained one or two 
extra hours each day, which amounted to about four- 
teen hours in the week, or nearly an extra day* Be- 
sides, these early hours, when one feels fresh and 
ready for work, are worth much more than the same 
time at the close of the day. I am sure, too, that 
oar regular hours, rising at six T and retiring about 
ten o'clock, conduced in no small decree to our 
health, and although, of a cold morning it was some- 
times hard to leave the warm embrace of blankets 
and coverlets, yet it required only a little moral cour- 
age, and always paid well in the end. 

It was surprising to see liow much I could accom- 
plish indoors, and Arthur outside in the garden, 
before our neighbors 1 breakfast-bell rang. My parlor 
was aired and dusted ; in winter, the fire was raked 
and filled with coal, while, refreshed and invigorated 
by this stirring exercise, I was ready to Ijc^in my 
day's employment be it sewing or fancy- work. Of 
the latter I have already stated that I was exceeding- 
ly fond, but my favorite styles were those that paid 
me best, and could be turned to some useful account, 
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several modes of management* Mrs* Travis, our op- 
posite neighbor, could never keep a servant more than 
six weeks, and paid by the year at the intelligence 
office, they engaging to supply her with as many of 
the kind as she might need* 1 felt sure there must be 
some mid management about it, and that there was prob- 
ably a little fault on the side of the mistress, a* well 
as the maid- One day, when calling there, the subject 
was brought up for discussion, — the * irrepressible con- 
flict M between housekeepers and servants* 

11 i quite envy you,*' she began, — "you* who never 
change ; but where yon managed to secure audi a prize, 
and how jo u manage to keep her, too, are perfect prob- 
lems to mc. M 

w Jane is a very good pirl," I answered, "and I own 
myself fortunate in having her ; hut perhaps she might 
n or sail you as well, if you had. her* She is not fault- 
less, I assure you." 

M But her faults cannot be bad ones," she insisted, 
« or you could not keep her at all." 

u Well, Mrs. Travis/ 1 I said, «* she has many good 
'I i tali ties, which, in my estimation* overbalutK-e her 
fanlts ; but I know that in some tarn i lies she could not 
stay a month," 

" Why» how do #w manage her then 1 ' r asked my 
friend* 

** Well, you see, Jane is a respectable girl, and de- 
serves to be treated as an eh. She is quite al»ove the 
common run of servants, who depend on intelligence 
offices for places* and change them so often as never to 
become attached to either place or people. She has 
beeo vrith us more than two years, and I think really 
loves* us, and would do almost anything to serve us. 
If I urn siik she is kindness itself* and would be 
ready to lose her sleep, or give up any of her own 
privileges, at such times. Now these are matters 
which go fur towards outweighing those minor faults 
that all servants have. She is sometimes quite heed- 
less, and forgeta my directions, but then I know it is 
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unintentional, and so I do not censure her loo severely. 
If I did I might lose her, and not be able to suit my- 
self again as well." 

" Heedlessness is a bad fault/* remarked my auditor. 
Ci Wastefulness is another, and I have Lad experience 
in both ; bnt save me from yonr ' respectable ' servants 
who think they roust eat just the same as you do 
yourself, and indeed act as if they were quite on a 
level with their employers* I always expect to have 
the servants 1 stores separate from my own, and give 
them, their allowance every week, which, unless they 
are wasteful, is ample for all their wants/ 1 

rt I see that we differ a little in onr views/ 1 1 said, 
earnestly. <■ I do not mean an impudent or presum- 
ing servant, when I say ' respectable/ but one who has 
right views of her duties and responsibilities, and 
knows how to valne a good home, Besides, it has 
been my plan to give Jane the same food that we cut 
Ourselves/* 

" What ! the same batter, coffee, desserts, &c. that 
you have on your own table, and as much of them as she 
chooses to take 1 " asked Mrs. Travis in amazement. 
" Why, I have always heard you praised as such | 
good manager and economical housekeeper." 

f{ As to that, I may have been credited with more 
than I deserve/ 1 I answered; 4i but I certainly think it 
would have been poor economy to have a different set 
of provisions laid in for Jane, when there i* wlwnv.-- 
enough left after we are done to feed her well. It 
wuuld he poor economy to waste that surplus, nuTuly 
because she was a servant and required servants' fare. 
You will now understand what I mean by having a 
re&pectaHc servant. Our Jane is too conscientious to 
waste anything, and eats and behaves with as much 
propriety as most people in different circumstances/* 

■* Well, I always thought that all ladies pursued the 
8ttme plan in regard to servants* supplies. You sure- 
ly do not allow them sweetmeats and desserts ? " she 
said. 
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** Our Jane, as I said before, rs honest and decent, 
and she always sits down nftcr our meal is over, and 
partakes of whatever we have left. If there are sweet- 
meats, I have always observed that she helped herself 
to a small rpiantity, and then put the rest away as 
carefully as 1 would have done myself. 1 could not 
think of telling her she could not have any/' 

"How different are our ideas on this point, or else 
how different are the servants we have to deal with," 
she remarked. 

** I think you arc right in hoth cases," I answered* 
u Perhaps tjott would find my Jane a nuisance, and I 
suppose that under your system she would soon 
become quite a different girl." 

But there was little use in reasoning with my neigh- 
bor ; for her views were so totally different from mine 
that it win* better for us to differ amicably without con- 
tinuing the discussion- I am sure, however, that the 
price which she annually paid to the intelligence office 
more than equalled the cost of all the desserts and 
sweetmeats eaten by Jane. She continued to dis* 
ooana constantly of servants and their faults, and 
changed hers us often as even 

In the mean time Jane did our work'as usual, and 
after the housework was over, she, of her own accord, 
would hold the baby, or sit by the cradle while I 
rested or went out. She felt at home with us, and 
had become interested in our affairs , She knew and 
tUfrderaiood how limited our means were t and she did 
her best to economize. There are few houses in which 
t litre is less waste than in our?, for Jane was both 
ready and willing to turn everything to good aceotmt. 
When we had scraps of meat left from dinner, she 
would save them carefully , and prepare a nice dish of 
hash or croquets for the next day, which were really 
belter than freah meat would have been. In our bouse 
I can truly say that there was nothing wasted. The 
bread, however stale, was used for puddings, sauces, 
and dressings ; cold potatoes were always fried and 
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browned nicely for breakfast, and even sonr milk was 
used to mix those delicious griddieHcakes which Arthur 
liked so well. My cookery-book had in it receipts of 
nil kinds. There were rich dikes, expensive pastry, 
and extravagant bills of tare, but it was the plainer 
ones that we chose. 

Oar table was plentiful, but plain. For breakfast 
we always had good bread or rolls in an minor, a ad in 
winter griddle-cakes of buckwheat, wheat, or Indian 
meal, with tried potatoes, broiled mackerel, or fresh 
fish, an omelette, boiled eggs, or a meat stew, made of 
the remains of yesterday's dinner ; but only one of 
those items at a time. For dinner we rarely dispensed 
with meat or fish, because Arthur needed strong food 
to sustain him under such close application to the du- 
ties of his position* But we bought only the necessary 
quantity, and seldom indulged in large joints, and f i no 
po ul try . A tu rkey for Chris Unas, an d a goose or ducks 
lor New Year, with a chicken now and then through- 
out the year, was the extent of our experience in the 
poultry line. But then every day there were nicely 
cooked vegetables, frequently of our own raising, and 
a plain good pudding or pie for dessert. Then for our 
evening nieal we needed little more than tea and toast, 
with a dish of chipped beefj sliced tomatoes, or ripe 
fruit 

If a friend came to take a meal with us, our rule was 
to make no deviation from our usual fan. I might, it 
is true, set the table with greater care, and display my 
nicest dishes and finest table-linen, because this cost 
me nothing but a little trouble. But, on principle, we 
refrain ed from useless profusion* We could not atibrd 
to make feasts or to give parties, anil while wo endeav- 
ored to * [ use hospitality without grudging, 1 ' we a|£0 
remembered, that to live beyond one's means is not 
consistent cither with reason or religion* In my own 
risking experience, however, I always found that a 
warm welcome, and a cordial spirit, was a surer sourco 
of gratification to the guest, than a table loaded with 
costly viands. 
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On these subjects much may be learned from books 
which have been written by sensible women, on the 
science of keeping house economically. One of these 
writers has made so comprehensive a summary of essen- 
tials that, as I frequently read it with advantage to myself, 
I transcribe it for the benefit of others. She says : — 

" Much waste often occurs in the boiling of meats. 
The cook will throw out the water, without letting it 
cool to take off the fat, or scrape the dripping-pan into 
the swill-pail. The grease is useful in many ways. It. 
can be burned in lamps, mixed with lard, or, when no 
pork has- been boiled with it, made into candles. Bits 
of meat are thrown out which would made hash. The 
flour is sifted in a wasteful manner, or the bread-pan 
left with the dough sticking to it. Pie-crust is laid by 
to sour, instead of making a few tarts for tea. Cold 
puddings are considered good for nothing, when often- 
times they might be steamed for the next day. Vege- 
tables are thrown away that would warm for breakfast 
nicely. Dish-cloths are thrown where mice can de- 
stroy them. Soap is left in water to dissolve. If bath 
brick, whiting, rotten-stone, etc., are used, much is 
wasted uselessly. The scrub-brush is left in water, 
pails scorched by the fire, tubs left in the sun to <ky 
and fall apart, chamber-pails allowed to rust, tins not 
dried, and iron-ware rusted ; nice knives used for cook- 
ing in the kitchen, silver spoons used to scrape kettles, 
or forks to toast bread. Cream is allowed to spoil, 
mustard to dry in the pot, and vinegar to corrode the 
castor ; tea, roasted coffee, pepper, and spices, to stand 
open and lose their strength. The molasses-jug loses 
the cork, and the flies take possession. Sweetmeats 
are opened and forgotten. Vinegar is drawn in a 
basin, and allowed to stand till both basin and vinegar 
are spoiled. Potatoes in the cellar grow, and the 
sprouts are not removed until they become worthless. 
Apples decay for want of looking over. Pork spoils 
for want of salt, and the beef, because the brine wants 
scalding. Hams become tainted or filled with vermin, 
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for want of the right protection. Dried beef becomes so 
hard that it cannot be cut ; cheese moulds, and it ia eaten 
ly mi-v. Bonis art burned that would make soup; 
ashes are thrown out carelessly, endangering the prem- 
ind being wasted* Servants leave a lid it b urn- 
it the kitchen when [>y arc all QUI of ID evening. 
Clothes are whipped to pinea in the wind. Fine cam- 
brics rubbed on the board, and laces torn tn tlte starch- 
ing. 

trpets are swept with stumps hardly fit to scrub 
the kitchen, and good, new brooms used for (scrubbing. 
Towels are used in place of holders, and good sheets to 
iron on, taking n fre-sh one every wcl k, thus scorching 
nearly all in the house. T&bledinen is thrown cure* 
down, and eaten by mice, or put away damp, 
arid is mildewed, or the fruit-ataius are forgotten, and 
the stains washed in* 

l * Table-cloths and napkins are used as dish* wipers ; 
mats forgotten to be put under hot dishes; teapots 
melted by the stove ; water forgotten in pitchers, and 
allowed to freeze in winter ; and china used to food 
cats and dogs on. In many other way* n isarelesa and 
iuexi>erieneed housekeeper will waste her husband's 
wages, while she thinks because she buys no tine clothes, 
and cooks plainly, that she is a ' most superior housc- 
keepvi 

There was among our friends one visitiii. 
which we were always invited about ouee a year, for a 
social rea-drinking, Mrs. Stevens was a widow, with 
two grown-up daughters, and her means 1 kfidtt 
only moderate, although no doubt sufficient tor their 
», Their usual tea hour was seven o'clock, and 
we always went, by request, before six, because it 
1 ruore in accordance with the informal usage 
of intimate friends. There was generally one of the 
family present in the parlpr to entertain us before tea* 
time, but the others were out in the kitchen or dining- 
room preparing the faast which was in store tor us, 

When the meal was ready we were ushered out to 
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a table, which really groaned beneath the weight of 
good things displayed upon it. Several varieties of 
hot cakes or bread ; various principal dishes, such as 
oysters, stewed and Med, chicken or lobster salad, 
besides plates and baskets of sweet-cakes, and several 
kinds of fruit and sweetmeats. The table, indeed, 
was very handsome, and the bright silver and cut 
glass added very much to the general effect; but 
I knew that it had cost a large sum to prepare it, — 
perhaps enough to have maintained the family for sev- 
eral days, and besides this had wearied them all exces- 
sively. No doubt, when they came to return the visit, 
they thought our fare very mean in comparison ; but 
I felt satisfied that, whatever they might think, our 
course was wiser, because it was honest, and so cared 
not for any remarks they may have been disposed to 
make. 
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JHE year 1^64 was now drawing to ft close, 
The war, and its attending evil?, were 
increasing daily* and the former prices of 
all commodities were now becoming eo 
lii^li as to pat many things, before considered is 
sary, quite beyond the reach of persona In our d in i in- 
stances. The spirit of speculation, and the oil mania 
referred to in a previous chapter, were now at their 
height. Many people were looking after their own 
gains, rather than to the viral interests of the nation, 
in men t contracts had made multitudes nth, nil 
among others our opposite neighbor, Mr, Travis. 
His business was to supply, by purchase Or hire, ships 
for the government, and large were his opportunities 
for money-making. There were many owners of 
who were eager enough to offer their old weather- 
beaten vessels at an annual charge sufficient to buy 
new ones outright in times of peace ; but in order to 
secure the acceptance of the same it was wrtOftt to 
make interest with these contractor*, for to them was 
intrusted the wbok question of thousands or millions 
of dollars. 

Now, Mr, Travis would have held himself quite 

above K) dishonorable a thing us bribery , hut iherc is 

much in a uamej arid old things with new faces may 

timea lose half their onensiveneas. It was just 

as easy for him to give the contracts to the generous 
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men, who, in the most friendly manner, made him 
handsome presents ; and t indeed, it would have 
seemed ungrateful had he passed them by. 
means of his well-managed pro tits and these; liberal 
gifts together, Mr. Travis made a pretty good thing 
of the war ; and this very year of which I am writing 
they moved out of our quiet neighborhood into a 
splendid fonr-story house, which had been most geu- 
cruusly presented to his wife by certain shipping mer- 
chants in one of the great cities. From that tints we 
lost sight of Mrs. Travis, and hence I am uriaUk to 
tell my readers whether or not she allows her servants 
more to eat, or whether she changes them as frequent- 
ly as when she Lived across the way. 

Our friend the Revenue Collector had paid m 
another visit, and this year, as last, received only our 
two dollars, — the piano tax ; Tor onr income had 
not kept pace with that of others around us. Mr, 
Wilson's had been advanced by the mercantile h 
which employed him, so that he now had a thousand 
dollars in all, or eight hundred besides house-rent. 
Yet we straggled on, and hoped for better timet. 

My wax igaiti come into requisition, and 

as the holidays approached I sent another lot of iny 
pretty bouquets to the establishment which had 
them last year. The same good fortune await*' 
as before. The jewelry store in whose windows they 
were placed was crowded with new purchasers, who but 
a year ago, perhaps, had no money to spend for fancy 
work or fine arts. I cared not who bought my wares, 
— whether (I shoddy " or genuine aristocracy, — BO 
that customers were provided- The return? came 
to me in orthodox greenbacks, and I was delighted to 
find what a roll of them there was. More than a 
hundred dollars again, and all gained by the careful 
use of evening hours, and odd times, when baby was 
iislcep, or Jane was volunteer nurse. 

Jiy my husband's advice I took the even « hundred " 
dollars and bought a government bond, reserving the 
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dollars as enpital for next year's operin 
Alas! what u change came over us before the next 
Christinas, end how sadly 1 wa* to spend it aluue — 
without hiin. 

When we bad talked oF the war, and I hud prayed 
1 1 nit the God of battles would send Victory to our 
anus; when I thought of the soldiers, and worked 
for thciu week after week ; and when I listened, too, 
to the appeal* that were made i for men, I 

had not thought that Arthur would ever have to go, 
There hud been several drafts in other places, b 
Our town none, as yet, for the quotas had b^en filled 
by volunteer enlistments. But this new year which 
was to witness so much joy in the return of pesos to 
our land, and which came in so calmly to me, was not 
many weeks old when my prospects eh tinged* 

In the draft which then took place, for only fifty 
men, Ar titer's name was drawn, and there wen 
ten days allowed to prepare for his departure. The 
COnotry needed all her patriot sons now, the pfl 
said, and a mighty army was concentrating to quel] 
the Rebellion and give us peace once more, Shorn i,m 
was engaged in his victorious march in the South* 
Thorn -A-i woe bOJsy in the West, Sheridan and Meed* 
in Virginia ; and Grant's mighty iiiiml directed the 
whole stupendous plan. The end was near, hut I did 
not know it, for the veil of the future concealed it 
from me> I thought only that it was my own hus- 
band that must now go and help to fight toe Imiili ■-=, 
and for the first time I became aware how Hul> 
boosted patriotism had cost me. 

Arthur was more calm than myself, and went about 

ing his preparations as if for a visit, 1 thuught, 

but 1 could scarcely tell how to act, so great was iny 

distress. There was much for me to do, however, in 

that short time. I would gladly have given tDJ 

investment to procure a substitute, had it bean 
enough ; hut ray hii&hjmd HQOIued li 
Elding another to do his proper work. I thought 
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he was rather peculiar in the views he held on that 
subject, but could not alter them by any of my argu- 
ments. Yet how would a change of opinion on his 
part have helped the real state of the case, when sub- 
stitutes could not be obtained for less than a thousand 
dollars, and he had not the means of raising so large 
a sum ? 

The time drew near for him to depart. I had done 
what I could to provide him with comforts for his 
campaign. As to myself, I had striven not to think 
what was to become of me, but he had settled that I 
should, for the present, pay a visit to my old home, 
which I had not seen since my marriage. My sup- 
port during his absence would be certain, for his pay 
could be drawn by me, and the bounty money of eight 
hundred dollars had been already invested, for my 
benefit, in government bonds. So, when the day of 
departure came, I saw him go with a heav^ heart, and 
Iknow there were tears in his eyes as well as mine, 
as he came back the second time to kiss the baby and 
me, and bid me be of good cheer, for God would pro- 
tect us all. I could not bear to look out of the win- 
dow to see the regiment, as it marched past the 
house ; but they told me how handsome he looked in 
his new uniform,- and how well he did his part during 
the final review, before the cars came that were to take 
them South. Thus I was left alone with Jane and 
little Percy ; and O how lonely I felt, with the dull 
and gloomy realities of the present to claim me now, 
while there arose before me yet gloomier forebodings 
of the future ! 

Arthur's employer, Mr. Landis, had found much 
difficulty in filling his place temporarily, even at an 
advanced rate of salary ; for the war had taken such 
large numbers from every trade and profession that 
comparatively few of the right sort were left at home 
to fill the many vacant places. The day after the 
regiment left town he called in to see me. He had 
never come before, but now, knowing that I was 



SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS A TEAR. 61 

alone, he came to say that he would be my friend in 
case of any emergency in which I might need his 
assistance or advice. L thought it very kind, and told 
him of my plans for shutting up the house and paying 
a long visit at my father's. When he heard of this, 
he said that it would be well for me to do so, and 
thought that the sooner I could set off the better. 

" Cheer up, cheer up, Mrs. D.," he added, kindly. 
" These are hard times in which we live, but the worst 
is nearly over now, and peace will come before long." 

" But, my husband — "I was beginning. 

" 0, he will come back to you again, never fear. I 
miss him almost as much as you do. I wish now 
that I had bought a substitute for him myself, so as to 
keep him at home." 

I felt worse than ever when I heard that. Of 
course a thousand dollars would have been of small 
consequence to him, compared with losing a compe- 
tent and faithful person like Arthur from the head of 
his establishment. But Mr. Landis had the name of 
being a close man, hard at a bargain, and eight hun- 
dred dollars seemed like a great sum for him to pay to 
one man. I suppose he thought, too, as he looked 
around the house, that we must get along well on it ; 
as if the furniture and other things had been bought 
with any of the money earned from* him. ' We both 
attended the same church too, and I suppose that Mr. 
Landis had observed how respectably we were always 
diessed, and this might be another evidence to him 
that we had plenty to live upon. I thought of all 
this in an instant, and for the moment it seemed as if 
even our good management and economy were turning 
witnesses against us. If we had looked different, I 
thought, we might have won his pity, and gained an 
advance in salary, or a continuance of some portion of 
it during Arthur's absence ; yet I was better satisfied 
to have it as it was. 

" Why not rent your house, Mrs. D. ? " asked Mr. 
Landis, as he rose to go. 
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" I had not thought of doing so," I answered ; " but 
if a careful tenant could be found, I would not object." 

" I think I know of one who would take it, — a 
small family of grown people, — and who would pay 
you a good priee for it besides. How much would 
you want for it ? " he inquired. 

" I scarcely know," I replied, timidly ; " would five 
hundred dollars be too much to ask for it ? " 

" Not enough, madam, — not nearly enough," was 
the answer, for he was not bargaining for himself now. 
" People are paying enormously for furnished .houses, 
and there are few to be had. Leave it to me; I 
will make it right for you ; I will see the people and 
bring them to look at your house, and we will have it 
settled at once." 

The idea of renting the house had been a very 
sudden one, and after Mr. Landis had taken his depart- 
ure, I sat down to reflect upon the subject. It was 
somewhat of a trial, at first, to think of having 
strangers come into our home, and use our things, 
but there were other considerations that would easily 
counterbalance all this. The family was said to be a 
respectable and careful one, and our things were not so 
grand or costly after all. If they were injured, the 
price paid would enable us to replace them ; so upon 
the whole I determined to let the people take it at 
whatever sum Mr. Landis thought proper to name to 
them, feeling sure that if Arthur were here he would 
advise the same. Alas ! how strange the idea seemed 
to me still, — that he was away, and I was left to 
decide all these momentous questions alone. 

In a day or two Mr. Landis brought his friends to 
see the house. The family consisted of an elderly 
couple, with two grown-up daughters, — very lady-like 
and civil in their speech and behavior, — and after 
they had examined everything well, and inquired into 
all particulars of the establishment, the gentleman of 
the party turned to me and said, — 

"Madam, Mr. Landis tells me that you will rent 
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your house and furniture, for & year, at one thousand 
dollars. I will take it at that price, paying quarterly 
in advance." 

I was so much astonished at the sum mentioned 
that I could scarcely believe my ears, for I well knew 
how much the whole furniture hud cost originally 4 hut 
I caught Mr. LandU's expressive glance, and answered, 
quietly! tliat I would be glad to accept him as o tenant. 
There acne Borne preliminaries to be settled, which 
were soon agreed upon, the gentleman, Mr. Gregg, 

oposing to hny all the balance of supplies then 
en mi ning in the house. The coal and groceries 

ould bo ready for them to begin on, he said. 80 it 
pros agreed that we were to have the premises in rcadi- 
ness for them in a week, which 1 thought would he 
little enough to allow for cleaning up and packing our 
clothing, Another very important question, which 
had troubled me not a little to decide, was what to do 
with Jane, I knew the could find places enough, hut 
could I lind another girl that would suit mc as well, 
when L should come back to the house? But this 
was also settled, much to my relief, before the family 
eft the house, by their engaging her services for theni- 
elves, — an arraiiycmeut which was exceedingly satis- 

ctory to all parties , I thanked Mr. Landis from the 
bottom of my heart, for this act of friendship, I know 

'[ rewarded for his kindness by the very ligl 
my grateful countenance* as I let them out of the door, 
The first thing 1 did after they were gone was to sit 
down mid write to my husband, telling him of all I 
had done since be left. I had not yet heard of his 
arrival at his destination in Virginia, but I knew he 
would write as soon as he could, and a letter from 
homo would Iwo the most welcome thing lie could 
receive. Then, after this net of \qyq and duty, I rose 
and proceeded to my preparations. Jane and I 
emptied all the bureaus and closets, and packed away 
the clothing, books, and little things, which were not 
included in the agreement, and day after day the work 
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progressed, until, at the appointed time I resigned my 
house and its belongings to their new owners, the Greggs, 

On that day I carried little Percy in to Mrs. Wil- 
son's while I made the final preparations^ and then my 
old friend mid neighbor accompanied me to the depot, 
and staved with me until the tram started. The hardest 
thing, F believe, was parting with the faithful Jane, 
who cried us if her heart would break, and kissed the 
baby as long as there was rime to do so. She was an 
afh i honate ereature, and I know her grief was genu- 
ine i but it seemed like leaving a protector in my house 
to have her stay behind, I felt that she would 
cxenise a care over everything! during the period of 
my absence. 

" After all, Jane," I said* trying; to comfort her and 
myself at the same rime, — "after all, a year is not so 
very long* and if ail goes well we shall lie hack then." 

But her heart was too full for reply, only she wrung 
my hand as if unwilling to let us go, I thiuk I must 
have dropped a few tenia on her rough but cordial 
hands, even while I tried tu be culm. 

Our journey occupied some live hours, and was 
marked by no re mark ah I e ud venture ; for the baby 
proved to be a good traveller, and gave me no trouble, 
lie played awljile with his rattle, and talked in hid 
baby way until sleep came to his drowsy eyelids, and 
then 1 laid him on the soft seat before me, where be 
res let! until the cars stopped in my native village and 
I placed hi in in my father's arms. He had not seen 
the boy since he grew to be so large and intelligent, 
urn I it was hard to realize that the weighty personage 
be then held was indeed the same little specimen of a 
namesake that had been shown him once, all wrapped 
in flannel and long clothes. 

Well, we reached home, the home of my childhood, 
and a warm reception met us. Father, mother, and 
three sisters were there to welcome us, and indeed so 
pleasant was this reunion, after more than three years' 
■ m the old place, that 1 almost forgot, for 
the time at least, what had brought cue there. 
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I had been a week in my new, or rather In my old 
home, when I received Arthur's first letter from the 
seat of war, and he had also hud mint*, containing 
the proposals for letting the house. Of the** he 
much approved, and was pleased to hear of Mr. 
Landis's attentions to me. I had done wisely, he 
&aid, to follow that gentleman's advice, and I must 
listen to his counsels daring the time he was to be 
absent. Of himself he wrote cheerfully, and described 
bis camp- life in such a manner as to make it appear less 
uncomfortable than I knowit really was. Dear Arthur! 
he did this in order to make me feel happier, and 
less anxious \ but 0, I could not forget that he was 
constantly exposed to the greatest dangers. The 
papers prophesied hard lighting before long, and I 
knew that, even while I icad his letter, be might be 
on the battle-field* But I hoped on, and prayed, and 
trusted, and busied myself with the daily care of the 
child, my odd time being filled np with sewing, read- 
in g the papers, or writing to the absent. Thus the 
weeks passed an til spring, bat all the time the plot 
was thickening fast. History travelled as it never did 
before, and destinies were decided in a few days, which 
bad hung in the balance for year*. The days of the 
great Rebellion were at last ahout heing numbered. 

One day in March, (I shall never forget it!) I was 
doing some shopping at the principal store of the vil- 
lage, and was loitering over my purchases, with my 
little sister holding Percy 'a conch at the shop door. 
Suddenly there was a commotion outside ; the various 
bells of the village began to ring ; the people seemed 
beside themselves too. 

rt Richmond is onrs ! * shouted the town-crier, as he 
ran through the street, and every one hastened to take 
up the animating theme. The articles I had been 
bargaining for dropped instantly from my hand. 
Other and very different thoughts came erowdhiL r 
with impetuous vehemence over cae^ — joy unspeaka- 
ble for the astounding iutelLigpo&fc, wui ^ ^tofiw, ss^ 
5 
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fused, but heart-scalding apprehension for what might 
be the fate of ray poor h us kind. 

All business was suspended for the day. The. news 
ran with lightning speed from street to street, and the 
entire population poured out of their houses, congre- 
gating in the open air to congratulate each other on 
the glorious event Though confidently expected, yet 
when the news of the crushing out of the Rebel lion, 
and the tall of the rebel en pita I actually came, it was 
difficult to realize the fact. The public joy was un- 
bounded, Bells rang, men shook each other by the 
hand, boys shouted through the streets, and innumer- 
able Hugs were hung out from loyal houses. The 
sympathizers with treason alone were undemonstrative 
and dumb, Thttf shunned the public strum. The 
news was as unwelcome to them, as it was glorious 
to o». 

But how could I r and thousands of other wives 
and mothers feel, when the first exhilarating thrill of 
joy had subsided ! There were such in every city 
and village throughout the country. Aloog the tele- 
graphic wires the victory was flashing exultation into 
the remotest bamlet T then to be succeeded by the same 
joy, the same misgivings, and the *ame alarm which 
came over me. O, how many griefs even a great 
victory must invariably bring ! Could the joy of any 
family be full until as&ured that its dear oues were 
safe? What was even Richmond to u±, it (hiy were 
not ? So I wailed, watched, arid prayed, until at last 
— O blessedness of relief ! — a letter came from 
Arthur, to tell me of the glorious news, and of his 
own safety in that awful campaign. Then I could 
listen to the news of Lee's surrender, and feel that 
there was indeed comfort in the message ; for he had 
hi'lp.'d in cam the laurels, and yet had gone through 
the battle without a scratch or bruise. 

But other homes had been darkened by the Iobb of 
fathers and sons. The same mail which brought news 
that the light of mine had been spared came freighted 
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with intelligence that theirs had been extinguished. 
There were dreadful lists of the killed and wounded 
in every newspaper. Our own little village contained 
several families wherein there were new-made widows 
and orphans. As time rolled on, the maimed and 
wounded were brought home, some to languish and 
pass away, others to survive as helpless cripples dur- 
ing the remainder of their lives. I could not forget 
these. Peace, grateful as it might be to the nation, 
could bring no adequate consolation to these desolated 
families. 





CHAPTEE VIII, 




Mt New Home.— IjiTRCTpsm — Plajjs fob tbb Ftnrom.— 
AtfWKTtia, 4Mi> CoHStn^A-noHa. — Mt Mother* — Her JSipb- 
HBKMi — AftTmjiTs Return. — Going homs again. — IM- 
PROVED PROSFfiCTS. liuLldKiEtPENO OXL'K MyHft. 

£|Y father, who stilt lives in all the rigor of 
ft green old age, is one of the most af- 
fectionate of parents, — one to whom we 
nl ways look up for counsel and sympathy 
in all our trials and emergencies, lie has had a mul- 
titude of nps and downs himself, and is not now by 
any means rich, yet he hail welcomed me to his home, 
the old home of my birth, with fill the generosity of 
his warm heart. There was room enough, he snid, and 
this should he my home as long as I might choose to 
stay. When I spoke of some rem une rati on, he re- 
fused to listen to the idea, and bade me avail myself 
of this Opportunity to save a little, and u grow rich** 
I know he felt too glad to have me onec more at borne, 
to think of wishing any com pen $ at ion for my board \ 
and as lie did not need it at id J, being himself in very 
comfortable circumstances, I determined to net on hier 
advice. I already had the eight hundred dollars of 
Arthur's bounty invested, and in three months more 
lidded to it the five hundred which I had by that time 
received from Mr* Gregg for rent, having paid the 
owner of the house myself from the soldier's pay that 
I had drawn from government, the deficiency being 
up by my own fancy-work, still pursnfil Ifl 
opportunity offered- Thus I had thirteen hundred 
dollars invested, which drew enough interest to pay 
all my trifling expenses for self and baby. 
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I felt that we were really growing rich, and began 
to la j plans for the future^ against the happy tin 10 
when Arthur should return, and we should once mono 
dwell together in our coacy little home. How well it 
would be, I thought, to own that dear little place, and 
to feel that it really belonged to us; and how much 
delight we should take iu making those various im- 
provements which we had so often planned together. 
For, whether we admit the tact or not, we arc oil some- 
what selfish, and would rather increase our own riches 
than work exclusively for our neighbor* 

Ever after this thought entered, my head was busy, 
and my hands indeed as well. I knew that, from 
present appearances, I should have eighteen hundred 
dollars invested by the end of the year, and this was 
more than half enough to buy the house, which was 
valned by the ownef at three thousand. IIow delight- 
ful would it be, I thought, if T could increase the sum 
by my own sales of fancy- work during the next holi- 
day season ! It was an idea which seemed very rea- 
sonable, after my previous experience, &o I resolved to 
put it into practice. My sisters were so fond of little 
Percy that 1 was relieved of much of my charge of 
him, and the child went toddling around the house: in 
high gtee, with Aunt Fanny or Sophy always beside 
him to guard against mishaps. 

So, with all these circumstances to favor my plans, 
I fagg&n my fancy-work once more, and this time with 
a strong incentive ; for to surprise my husband on nil 
return would be a pleasure indeed* I was exoGfti- 
hitfly saving in my own expenditures, even more so 
than of old ; for what did I care for dress, or such 
things, when ho was away ! It pave me far more 
pleasure to fill a box with comforts and delicacies, 
and send it to him, than to spend the price on my 
own gratification. When I read his amusing de«£rip- 
tkins of the receipt and distribution of stub stores, I 
wMied myself able to send one every week, ins* 
of doing so occasionally. 



a sfz SUNBMED J>0JJLA£3 A TEAM. 
Arthur alw*?% wrote 



fee knew well thai I Deeded * link i 

di tie time that be man be 
which Ue concealed from me. When be spoke of j 
slight aching of the booes, after a n^ht on picket 

I always imagined that a Tiolent or cooinoed 
rb<uroaxi*m had *et in* So my life was one constant 
ieaacm of anxiety now, and no* even the pleasant 
society of home, and old friends, could quite dispel 
tliv cloud which hang about mr heart. Are there 

tum^h who understand these feelings, and who 

have passed through the same uncomfortable expcii* 

MDd or «ons were away ! I know it, 

and to with I look for sympathy, rather than to the 

disinterested crowd of outsiders. 

But the time passed rapidly , notwithstanding ; and 
rifjw that the fighting was over, and the gammer 
weather coming on, I hoped it would bring him back 
to mei for what need of soldiers, 1 thought, when the 
wnr U at an end I I did not know, however, that 

was brill u i^restt necessity that a certain force 

l be kept in twenty places, as a guard in ncigh- 
borhoo U whore treason and rebellion were only put to 
sleep, not kitU-d, and where they might again give 
trouble to r aunt, 

Tim mrri who had been for years away, and had 
il of winter mid tho heats of summer 
fur to long i time, bad the best right to go first, and 
ji* fchty, too, had familiM waiting fur them, I COnld not 
wty a word of complaint when Arthur wrote me that 
I in would be the tut mastered out, 
mid to would be n an indefinite- period, In- 

of looking for hi* early return, then, I need not 
think "i 1 1 befbra winter It was » great di&appoint- 
Blftnt, of course, but O bo much hertcr than i 
Imw bm If peace had not already come I There would 
bt HO i' innrchcHor nights on picket daty, 

no m - 1 capture*, mid no more battles; bo that I could 
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find some ground of consolation, even^n the midst of 
my grief ac that long absence. 

Aj yet I buYe scarcely spoken of my mother. She 
was one of those quiet, gentle women whose sphere is 
home f and of that little world she is, and always has 
been, the light* Affectionate and uiiM'lrUh, she was 
always ready to make sacrifices for the happiness of 
others She ruled her household by tore, not fear. 
Whatever I know of housekeeping and good manage- 
ment I learned from her. She entered, moreover, in- 
to ail ray plans for economising and saving money 
with as inn h interest as if her own future welfare in- 
stead of ours depended on their successful real i nation. 
When the news of Ardmr's being drafted reached her 
she wrote at once to urge me to come to them, and 
every thing that a mother 1 * love could suggest for my 
GQmfbrt 1 luring the stay was done. 

Now that we were once more together, how many 
notes I had to com pare with hers, and as we did bo, 
day after day, how ranch I could yet learn from her 
ripe experience ! In the kitchen she knew su well how 
to direct the cook, for she was an excel lent one herself. 
If a dish were not properly .served, disc detected it at 
onec, and knew how to order it improved, for her 
cookery knowledge was iti great measure derived from 
her own good sense, and a natural aptness for combin- 
ing good things* If she went out to make a pudding, 
and was met hy the announces] limit that there were no 
eggs in the house, she tlid not give up all idea of the 
podding far dinner on that account ; but her brain was 
fertile In expedients, and some other variety was pro- 
duced without the missing ingredient*, which proved to 
lie almost or quite as palatable. The most savory 
meat pies, and stews, and delirious soujis, ami Che light- 
eat bread and cakes, were made when cook was sick or 
absent, hecause mother herself presided then. 

I reeotlert my father once delivered litis 
i(ni in | hie ml, who was conversing with 
matters and things in general, and marry i 
daughters in particular. 
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tones » as the recollection forced itself upon us both ; 
■< and now I am convinced that the beat way to secure 
them ia to buy at once, and never trust to future 
profits." 

1 confess that there was gome reason in her remark, 
but I did not tell her what a huge plan I had treasured 
up in my head, for I hoped to surprise them all one 
day with the news that we had bought oar house. 
The money was still safely invested "in government 
bonds, while the interest was now being compounded 
by constantly adding it to the print: i pal, so that my 
hoard WM increasing daily. I bad no Less than 
twenty-two hundred dollars thus laid up, and Arthur 
hoped to increase it by at least four hundred, saved 
from the income of the present year, for we could well 
endure to still economize, and deny ourselves the extras 
which larger means would have furnished, in order to 
secure ourselves a comfortable and permanent home. 

There was one class of ritkens upon whom the 
pressure of the times came with the heaviest weight, 
and thai was the widows, or othefs, who lived upon 
limited incomes, derived from real estate or stocks. 
The increased cost of all the necessaries of life was 
met by no corresponding increase in their means of 
living* Their rents might be somewhat higher, but 
the taxes were also doubled. For such, therefore, 
these were very cruel times. Our friend, Mrs* Stevens, 
was one of this class; and her income, small in the 
beginning, and requiring, even in good ttmesj the strict- 
est economy to render it sufficient to support them re- 
spectably, was now altogether Inadequate* I suppose 
this had been the case for some time, and that they 
must have been getting behindhand sadly* although 
they kept up the same api'iurauces, and never hinted, 
even to their most intimate friends, how straitened they 
were. But within a few months, Mrs. Wilson told me, 
the two daughter* bad been obliged to open a school, 
and by this means contribute to their own Support. It 
will he hard ibr them to give up their good suppers, — 
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far they really enjoyed treating their friends, — bat I 
trust they will, nevertheless, do so in future. Surely no 
one would enjoy partaking of their feasts when their 
circumstances are so well known. I still think oar 
own plan is befit. 

In looking around further among our friends, what 
different ideas I fiud prevailing, — ideas of enjoyment, 
of expediency, of economy and household tnj 
meat. After Mr. Travis moved away from the 
house across the street, a family named Ardley came 
into It, We liarl some knowledge of them before they 
came, anil so of course went to rail on them us soon 
as they were fixed. The pur Jo r was not#only elegantly, 
but gorgeously furnished, with a grand display of lace 
Curtains, rosewood and broeu telle sofas, mirrors, and 
mantel ornaments of the most costly description. 
There was a pretentious style ah out the whole eitftb- 
lishment that impressed one exceedingly, and the white- 
aproned colored boy who opened ihc from door would 
have ti ns were il the same purpose in a mil Ho mi aire's 
mansion, so well hod he been trained to the butfii 
Mrs, Ardley entered the room with her oldest daughter, 
a pretty but idealess girl of twenty, and received us 
with great ease and affability* Their conversation was 
commonplace, though there was always something about 
the whole family which plotted me, in spite of toe dif- 
ference in onr views and styles of living; VVi hud 
exchanged several calls hetbre I left home, and now 
tli at wc were onee mote settled, tlie acquaintance was 
renewed, and we grew quite sociable, occasionally com- 
paring notes in housekeeping. 

I then (Uncovered how diflerently we two families 
lived, on about the same income. Mrs. Arc! ley's 
thoughts were all on show, while mine were on com- 
fort. Hie kept no servant bat the black boy I had 
seen, whom she had taken to bring up. r! u> securing 
his serviced with no further cost than his food and 
clothing. She and her daughters did the rest of the 
Work, and lived on as little as possible. I luucc WwxA. 
6 
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that often they had only mush and potatoes, or some 
such tiling for dinner, and bo tight the cheapest meat 
in the market, drinking also the cheapest substitutes 
for coffee, and the poorest tea, This was when they 
wore alone, of course- \ hut when company came, it was 
quite different, and a temporary cook was employed, 
who served np the most sumptuous meals in the high- 
est French style. Once when Mrs, Aril ley was 111, I 
was sent fur to see her, and went up into her chamber, — 
a poorly furnished room t with the commonest wooden- 
bottomed chairs, a coarse straw bed, and no carpet on 
the cold floor. I was surprised to see it, for the grand 
appearance of everything down stairs did not corre- 
spond with the poverty displayed above* I caught a 
glimpse of the large, front bedroom, however t and 
there saw that things were in quite different style* A 
large and massive walnut bedstead, with carved head- 
board, a handsome dressing-table to match, with all 
the other belongings of an elegant chamber, a rich 
carpet also covering the floor. This was the state 
chamber into which company were shown \ but it was 
kept shut up on all other occasions, as too good to use. 
The. money, moreover, that had been expended on the 
furniture of that one room would have furnished all 
the others in neat and comfortable style ; but this 
would not have comported with Mrs* Ardlcy** notions. 
She had been seized with a sudden illness, and was 
alarmed, or she would not have had me see her bam 
and uncomfortable- looking room, and but tor that ac- 
cident I probably never should have been allowed to 
enter it 

Both Mrs. Artlley and her daughters dressed in splen- 
did style. Several new silk dresses apiece, with costly 
trimmings, wen- their annual allowance, besides bon- 
nets, gloves, and sutih things, in great proration* 
Every year they went to one or other of the fashion- 
able watering-places, dashed away for a few* weeks, 
and then returned to their peculiar way of living for 
the remainder of the year. All that meanness and 
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stinting was practised during the other months, in 
order that they might appear wealthy to the world. 
As for those splendid clothes, I presume I enjoyed the 
looking at them quite as much as I should the wearing 
of them. I do not know whether Mr, Ardley enjoyed 
such management or not, but Arthur always pitied him, 
never feeling any desire to exchange establishments. 

At the corner of the street in which we live there 
is a little grocery store, where, for many years a worthy 
couple had dwelt, and di spensed the tittle packages of 
sugar and tea to the surrounding neighborhood. The 
head of the business — one George Page — had been 
in poor health tor a long time, and so the greater purt 
of the management devolved upon his wife. Like all 
others, they felt the pressure of the times, for their 
profits were no larger , though the prices charged wove 
higher. The business would scarcely have supported 
them, and paid the doctor's and apothecary's bills too, 
bur for Mrs. Page's industry. She toiled constantly 
with her needle to supply the deficiency. We bad 
always patronised the store from a feeling of doty, as 
well as becanse it was convenient to send there for the 
supply of hundreds of little every-day wants, I had 
observed how sick the poor man looked , as he sat be- 
hind the counter at the books, and had often stopped 
to ask after his health whea my purchases were com- 
pleted ; yet I was hardly prepared ro hear of his sadden 
death, within a month after we loft our house. How 
Mrs. Wilson had some further intelligence for me, 
which seemed very romantic indeed, and explained 
why Mrs. Page was no longer behind the counter of 
the grocery, or interested in the business. It seems 
that the Pages had a friend, who was wealthy and lib- 
eral, and had many a time stepped forward to help 
thriii when they were hard pressed and could see no 
way to escape from some troublesome creditor. He 
was a bachelor, past middle age, of rather eccentric 
habits, and although possessed of fashionable relatives, 
who wvuld have willingly tolerated his pee ulluri ties 
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for the sake of his liberal gifts, and the anticipated 
reversion hereafter, yet he preferred the society of such 
unpretending people as the Pages, and passed the 
greater part of his time in their little back parlor, 
reading the papers and smoking. Go there when you 
would, you might see Mr. Temple, sitting with his 
feet up on a chair-back or table, enjoying his cigar, 
while the Pages waited on their customers. Occasion- 
ally, when business was very brisk, I have seen him 
come into the shop to help a little, although I must 
confess he did it rather awkwardly. 

I had heard of Mr. Page's death, or rather read it 
in the newspaper, at the time it occurred, but since 
then had heard nothing further of his widow. No 
doubt she grieved for her kind husband, but was as 
well able to maintain herself now as before his death, 
because she had done most of the business for many pre- 
vious years ; so she continued the little grocery as usual. 
Mr. Temple was a man of strict propriety, and from 
the time of the old man's death he discontinued his 
long visits to the house, only calling in every day to 
inquire after the widow's health, and undertaking any 
commission in the way of business. Indeed, he saved 
her many a walk down along the wharves, when her 
stock needed replenishing. But the habits of years 
were not so easily to be yielded. He missed the little 
back parlor, and those pleasant hours of quiet loung- 
ing with his cigar, but most of all he missed Mrs. 
Page herself. He could not go there now, as in former 
times, because propriety would be violated by the fre- 
quent visits of a bachelor to a widow. So, after think- 
ing it all over, and trying to devise an expedient, by 
. which both himself and the public should be entirely 
satisfied, he made her an offer of marriage, and — 
surely, not strange to say — it was accepted by the 
widow, — not, perhaps, from any disrespect to the dead, 
or forgetfulness of all he had been to her, but because, 
at her ripe age, she had come to regard such momen- 
« tous questions in a common-sense light, and the choice 
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between a life of toil and one of luxury and rest was 
not difficult to inakc* So, to close my story, they 
were married, without waiting to prepare a grand 
trousseau, or issue many invitations. They went out 
one evening, as if for a walk, called at the minister's 
house, told their errand, — u very common one, — and 
were quickly made one. Next day the paper con- 
tit ned the simple announcement, with the addition of 
" No cards." 

This, then, is why Mrs. Pag© is no longer behind 
the counter of the old corner grocery. There is no 
Mrs. Page now ; but Mrs. Temple lives in an elegant 
house at the other cud of the town, has servants to 
wait on her, and plenty of money to spend as she likes, 
They have just been off on an externa! Vu tour, to TlSlt 
the White Mountains, the great lakes, and Niagara, 
and I hope soon to call and congratulate her on in r 
pleasant prospects* So moves the world. We are 
down one day, at the bottom of fortune 1 ! ever revolv- 
ing wheel, and up the next I cannot help hoping 
that even we, too, are now moving in the upward di- 
rection. 

I remembered with considerable uneasiness the ru- 
mor I had heard in regard to Jane's probable matri- 
monial intentions, and intended, as soon as I could, to 
ascertain how much truth there might he in the story. 
One day when I was in the kitchen, mixing some cake, 
I began sounding her on the subject. 

" June," I observed, in a half-in different way, " I 
hear you arc talking of leaving me soon; 1 hop* it is 
not so." 

Her Face became suddenly very red ; she was evi- 
dently much confused by the unexpected question, In it 
was too truthful to deny that I had some reason for 
Baking it 

" Not very soon, ma'am," was all she cfl 

" Well, Jane, and who is the happy yoo 
I inquired, kindly, " I hope you will do 1 
a good huabmid." 
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"His name is William Boras," she replied, with 
face still averted. " He is drayman at the factory." 

It was manifestly an effort to tell thus much of her 
private business, and jet she no doubt wished me to 
know it, — we so naturally wish others to know of 
whatever good luck befalls us, — and as I pressed the 
subject still further, I learned that m one abort mouth 
she expected to go to room-keeping with the said 
William Burns. She declared that she was glad I had 
asked her, for she did not know how to tell me herself. 
The subject was one in which I was nearly as much 
interested as she, I thought, and a month was none 
too long for me to look around for a new domestic. 
Although Jane was still an excellent servant, aud did 
my bidding as of old, there was evidently some change 
in her, aud she was not quite so particular about bur 
work as formerly ; but I made great allowance for her 
under the circumstances, During her stay with the 
Greggs she had acquired new ideas, and had fallen, 1 
suppose, into a different routine of duties, for Mrs. 
Gregg was a person who seldom went into her 
kitchen, while her daughters were too indolent and 
fond of reading and walking to nodertake much in 
the housekeeping line. So all devolved upon Jane, 
and she had, as a natural consequence, learned to 
think rather too highly of her own knowledge* Bat 
as the eliange was near, I did not care to create a dis- 
turbance by fault-finding, and so things remained for 
the present as they had been. 

The ice being now broken, she frequently talked to 
me about her plans and prospects, which were very 
moderate and reasonable, 1 saw William once in a 
while, when he called for her ou Sunday afte moons. 
He was a smart, good -looking fellow, and I hope will 
make her a good husband. I know she will mauago 
his house well, and be a kind and faithful wife. 

The first of April was now here, and Arthur had 
resumed his morning hours in the garden, There 
was considerable to be done in the way of tying up 
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and trimming the bushes, with some changes to be 
made m the order of arrangements.* having in view our 
permanent occupation of the premises, A row of 
•raspberries was to be set oat* as well as a bed of straw- 
berries, while one or two pear and peach, trees were 
already planted. These, of course! will come into 
bearing hereafter, but it will he pleasant to have aueh 
things as u n abundance of fresh and ripe berries and 
peaches iu our own garden, especially as they are 
always scarce and dear in the markcjK. 

it was an early spring, tilt a year, with ns. By the 
middle of the month our beds of salad, radishes, 
and onions were all planted, while the flower-beds 
were spaded and smoothed ready for the seeds, all 
which 1 preferred plaining myself. In-doors, I was 
making the most of Jane's remaining wecksj by 
having the house cleaned anil put in order for spring, 
Carpets were taken up and shaken on the grass out- 
side, and paittt and windows well cleaned, while tlte 
closets were my especial charge, I always chose to do 
them myself, excepting only those in the kitchen, as I 
thus became acquainted with the contents of the vari- 
ous bundles and hoxes, which might otherwise be loat 
sight of altogether. In doing up the rolls of such 
articles as coats, pantaloons, and dresses, and scraps 
like them for mending, it is always well to write ou 
the outside what the bundle contains, as it will fre- 
quently save the trouble of opening the wrong one. 
It is in that way that one's scrap box or basket often 
gets into such confusion ; for there is not always time 
to put everything back in proper order, and so the 
bundles are loosely done up and thrown in, trusting to 
the mure convenient leisure moments that are in >vr 
found until the next house-cleaning time comes round. 

In cleaning our house niy rule hus always been, to 
undertake only one room a day, and to finish it before 
night; then if sickness or company should cor- 
for at such a time one is nearly as unwekotr 
other, — or if one has even an evening call 
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not found in confusion, and tired almost to death, in 
the bargain. 1 know some housekeepers, and good 
ones too, who are so Anxious to get the dirt all out of 
the house at once that they begin this annual nui- 
sance by taking; up every carpet at once ; thus leaving 
the family without a single comfortable place to live in. 
Then, of course, the tippet" rooms are first finished by 
degrees, and afterwards the lower ones ; but the oper- 
ation lasts for more than a week, during all which the 
men of the household are so i acorn mode* 1 us to he 
in a perpetual ill-humor. I have known families in 
which this domestic chaos has hecn kept up so many 
days ns to compel tin? mate portion to dine out until 

r lias been restored, It is this ill- judged method 
of cleaning the house that makes the operation a sort 
of periodical horror to all concerned. If there is sick- 
ness or death, or if visitors come for a night's lodging, 
under such management, no place iu the house is in 
order. This mode of upsetting things may be satis- 
factory to some people, but 1 prefer my own plan ; 
hence there is always* a comfortable place, both for 
sitting im 
work 
am.in.ed them well, to discover if there were any 

ei ur moth -holes., and wherever I perceived any 
evidence of the sain e, they were turned round so as to 
bring the worn portion into another part of the room, 
first tiently dafatog the holes. By using these prcrau- 
lions my carpets will lost three times as long as if I 
omitted them, and these times of high prices are not 
finch as to encourage waste, or to wear out carpets 
needlessly. 

By the time we were again in order, the month of 
Jane'* notice had expired, and she was married to her 
admiring William. I gave her a few useful items of 
furniture towards housekeeping, or rather rwM-kcep- 
ing, in consideration of her long and faithful services, 
and they began their married life with every prospect 
of happiness. Had it not been for her unfortunate 






here is always a comfortable place, both for 
uid sleeping, during the whole period we are at 
When the carpets were to be put down, I ex- 
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investment in that oil stock, which proved "beneficial '* 
only to the knaves thut set it afloat, they would have 
had a nice little sum laid up. But she had saved 
enough i'j'i j ui .snb^equoTit earnings to buy a tolerably 
good supply of needful articles, and with these they 
were as really happy as uuiuy in higher lite could 
have been with twenty times as much. 

One always has so much to say, or at least to 
think, ahotjt servants, that I must relate my subse- 
quent experiences with these nymphs of the kitchen. , 
Though much has already been written on this * ab- 
ject J yet it is one about which a great deal more 
talking is done, I have been in numerous social 
companies where the whoje conversation was concern- 
ing each speaker's servants* Somehow we always 
seem to select topics which give full swing for scold- 
ing ; and as every housekeeper instinctively recognises 
this as afford ing unlimited scope for the indulgence 
of that propensity , so every one naturally falls into 
the habit of discussing the plagues of don^ 
Those long discussions and recitals and complaints are 
very great annoyances to rao, — &o much so that, when 
entertaining company, 1 never introduce them, con- 
sidering It an evidence of deficient breeding, or a 
dearth of topics, to make them more than an incident* 
Tint now they are a part of my story y as well as a 
very essential one, as my readers may be assured 
unless one looks sharply to the ways of her servant, 
she will find six hundred a year to be. so scant an 
allowance that there must indeed be pinching times in 
the house. 

My new girl was an individual of the Hibernian per* 
suasion. Of latter years we seem to have no other 
choice. Although ahc came well recommended hy her 
Ia*t mistress for sobriety, honesty, audgfmii temper, yet I 

felt sure, before she had been in the house one 1 

that my dotwMfc troubles were now about to 
1 went through the usual process of introdncx 
to the kitchen and cooking utensils, explaiuin 
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the rules of the house respecting hours, meals, &e., to 
all of winch she listened attentively, and gave assent ; 
but my heart misgave me when she inquired how the 
meat should bo cooked for dinner, as any one but an 
ignoramus would have known, from the very look and 
shape of the piece I had provided, how it was to be 
done. Holding up the steak in her linger^ she 
asked, "Is it bilin' or bakin* 1 *11 do to this ? " 

" Why, Biddy," I said, in dismay, *♦ that is a steak ; 
did you never eook one f H 

There was a vacant look upon her face, as she an- 
swered by another question. 

" Steak, ma'am ? An* sure I niver beared q' the 
like/' 

" What I never heard of a beefsteak ? and jou pro- 
fessing to ho a cook ? " 

"An* may he it *s another name ye gives it here/ 1 
she said, by way of explanation. I saw, however, that 
reasoning was useless, and directed her to brine; me the 
gridiron. At this she was again confounded ; so I 
pointed it out in the bottom of the kitchen cupboard, 
and rolling up my sleeves in regular cook style, I pro- 
ceeded to wash and prepare the steak for broiling, 
merely bidding her to watch me closely* When I hnd 
sprinkled salt and pepper on it, I directed her bow to 
finish the operation, which she managed to do, declar- 
ing as she placed it on the table that she would know 
how to cook it our way the next time. The following 
day wo had boiled meat, and she did that pretty well, 
making very good soup too ; but when, m a short time 
afterward, we had a large piece of corned Irecf for 
dinner, what was my horror, on going into the kitchen, 
to find the meat just burning to the bottom of my little 
brass preserving-kettle. Sho had selected this article 
to boil it in, rather than u&e the large iron pots kept 
for the purpose* 1 began to tin ok that my cook was 
not merely deficient in culinary* knowledge, but, * i «*e 
vet, in common sense ; yet when I expressed my 
doubts whether or not I could keep her, she protested 
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so strongly, and declared that these little mistakes 
would never happen again, that I felt obliged to give 
her a little longer trial. This Biddy, be it remembered, 
came to me with the highest recommendations. More- 
over, when catechizing her, on her first appearance as 
a candidate for Jane's place, there was nothing in the 
whole range of culinary perfection that she did not pro- 
fess to be fully acquainted with. 





CHAPTER X. 

Visitors. — More Trouble in the Kitchen. — A Merry-mak- 
ing. — Its unhappy Conclusion. — Matilda's Foible. — An- 
other Change. — Difficulties of 8600 a Year.— Bread- 
and-Butter Question. —Bakers' Profits. — Mrs. Temple 
and her House. — Contentment. 

j|Y the time my sisters came to pay their 
promised visit, it was the flowery month of 
May, when everything looked charming about 
our house and garden. The running rose 
on the side of the building was covered with buds, 
and the wistaria which completely enveloped the sup- 
ports of our little back piazza was gorgeous with its 
large purple clusters. The woodbine, too, was very 
fragrant, and the flower-beds in front had a good show 
of pansies, hyacinths, and daisies. This was the first 
visit the girls had ever paid me, and they were pre- 
pared to enjoy it fully. There was much to be seen in 
such a large town that was quite new to them, and near- 
ly every day we went to some of the standard places 
of interest. By degrees they made acquaintance with 
quite a number of the young people of the neighbor- 
hood, which led to various schemes of social enjoyment. 
Had I been better suited in the kitchen department, 
I should have taken greater pleasure in their society, 
and indeed could have had more of it ; but in the 
present Culinary dislocation, my presence was necessary 
before every meal, as well as in every other depart- 
ment of the household work. I had found that in 
order to bring Biddy to anything like a reasonable 
degree of efficiency, I must educate her in the various 
departments of domestic lore. 
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«< Biddy/' I said, one day after my sisters had come, 
* I observe ihat you do not use the table-brush^ You 
kuow how, I bo] 

•■ Oeh, yes, ma'am/ 1 she answered, and without a 
moment's hesitation, " sure an' it J s me that can do that 
saine, an' did it at Mrs, Smith's." 

" \\\yy wall. " said 1, " tben I would like you to 
brush off the crumbs every day before you bring on 
Ebe dessert. t>ee, this is the way," 1 continued, taking 
the waiter and making the motions with ray hands, as 
I went around the table ; for I felt almost sure she did 
not kuow as much as she professed, '* You will find 
the brush inside the closet, banging against the door/* 

Notwithstanding all this, she would hare forgo r ten 
it again, had 1 not reminded her as she was removing 
the dinner-plates after the first course. 

« The brush, Biddy," I Said, softly. 

She hurried to get it while I was adjusting Percy *s 
capacious bib* Just as I looked up from that momen- 
tary occupation, I caugbt Arthur's comical look, end 
in an instant pereeiTed the cause. There was my 
green Biddy sweeping the table with as much force 
as if same dotty rarpet were the subject of her efforts, 
and using for the purpose the larj^c black-bristled dust* 
ing-bruah kept for stairs and corners, 

;-.iilv! " I exclaimed, "what on earth are you 
abou: 

« Brushing the table, ma'am ; an' sure ye tould mo 
it," she replied, at the game time ceasing opera- 

« Yes, bur what did I tell you to do it with? "I in- 
: trying to keep a Ftrakrht face, while the rest were 
laughing outright at the ludicrous IC6D0I 

w An* was n*t it the brush ye named, just ? An 1 I 
got it Ira* the cupboard where ye tould me, sure/* 

li I supposed you knew what a table-brush was, 
Biddy, or I should have shown it to you/' I answered 
as quietly as I could, but I was vexed at this fresh 
proof of the glr4*l stupidity, I iclt thaukful, how- 
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over, that no strangers had been present to witness the 
scene* 

t* Can I ever teach her ! " I asked myself, for I was 
almost diseouruged. 

« Oeh I ,J she exclaimed, as I showed her the emmb- 
hrush, » an* is it that qiiarc. crooked thing ye inaned ? 
Sure I wondered mouy a day what yees could tiod to 
do w$d ilio likes o* that/' 

Thia was her hist mistake irj that quarter* but, alas ? 
there was no counting how many more unlooked-for 
blunders she might jet make, so I prepared to con ti one 
toy iustructioni for mi indefinite length of time- 
More than once I thought of Jane, and longed for 
another like her, hut doubted whether such could again 
1)0 obtained. I was paying the present apology two 
dollar* a week, the same that I had given Jane since 
our return ; but if that sum was a fill I equivalent for 
the 1 attar's services, it was certainly a vast over-pay- 
{Q6DS in the tanner ease. Jane and Biddy ought not 
to be Limned the same day. After a few weeks 1 expe- 
rience with this troublesome kind of help, I resolved to 
bear it no longer, but Arthur begged Dae to try her yet 
a little while, for she had many good properties in spite of 
her stupidity, chief of which washer fondness for Percy, 

One day she was sweeping" the parlor, and I was 
directing the work* 

" Biddy," I said, " bring me those wet tea-hmYes 
v\ 1 ii . ■ h 1 told you to save for me last evening." 

She brought them, forthwith, and I sprinkled them 
over the dusty ciirpct, 

■ See, Biddy, how nicely they will clear the colors 
of the carpet. Always save your tea-leaves for this 
purpose*" 

" Yes, ma'am/' she answered, as if she fully com- 
prehended my meaning ; and after she had swept the 
room by my direction, twice over, and had been around 
the edges with a WlBp and dustpan, the carpet 
looked very bright and clean* Next day we came 
down to breakfast and I poured out the codec as usual, 
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but no sooner had Arthur tasted tbe first mouthful, 
than be exclaimed about the peculiar flavor of the bev- 
erage. It was easy to tell what ailed it, for there was 
a decided taste of tea miauled with the coffee j bo 
Biddy T known by intuition to be the culprit, was sum- 
mon id to explain how it hud happened* 

" How did tea get into the cofe% Biddy ? " 1 in* 
quired. 

" Sure, an 1 I put it in to clare it intirely," she an* 
s we red, 

" To clear it ! " I exclaimed in astonishment, " Why, 
what will you do next, Biddy ? " 

"An* it was yerael' then that tonld me to do it," 
said the girl, in a half-frightened tone. " Sure I niver 
knew that it wad do the likes till I heard it fra 1 yer 
own Jtps, ma'am," 

" / told yon to clear the coffee with tea, Biddy ? " I 
asked, more amazed than ever. *■ Why, you must cer- 
tainly be going crasy/ 1 

» Sure, an* veil mind on it ycrsel', me lady/' per- 
sisted the j;irl F « for ye tould me always to save the tuy- 
leaviis for claria J tilings, an* so I just tuk it for the 
coffee, — an' ain't it elare an' beautiful as ye 'd iver 
vkh to see ! " 

It was simply impossible to repress tbe smile, al- 
though it was very provoking to lose one's coffee, and 
1 knew Arthur would all day miss its cheering efl 
But it was Idle to argue with a person ao devoid of 
reasoning powers as poor Biddy seemed to be. What 
was the use of wiisting words in explaining tbe difference 
between cleaning dusty carpets and clearing or settling 
conce ? So I said nothing farther; except to tell her 
never to put tea into the coffee again, and tin mediately 
resolved to hunt up another servant without delay. 

In the course of a week"* time Biddy had taken her 
departure, and we had a tidy-looking Matilda in her 
place. The new incumhent seemed *ety effltifent ami 
capable, entering upon her duties with the evident 
desire to please us. She was the very reverse of the 
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last one, so I did not find it necessary to be constantly 
dir&i tin;; hen She Hfyod the meats m very uiec order, 
waited on the table, and mot through tlie work as if 
she were familiar with the business she had undertaken. 
It was h comfort I eould not fully express, after iny 
late vexatious experience, and we rejoieed that our 
trouhles in this Hue were uver, at least for ilie promt 

My ftisters 1 visit was now drawing to a elose, and 
the young people bad made up a picnic party in thai 
honor, which was to tome off a day or two before they 
left no. About fifty Indies and gentlemen of our oe- 
qnaintanoe were to take part in the frolic, aud Arthur 
had piVMiikd on me to accompany them. Matilda 
was perfectly willing to take charge of little Percy for 
the day, and as he was* quite well, and there was noth- 
ing in hand to prevent her giving constant attention to 
the child, I finally determined to go. 

We left home with our well-filled baskets of provi- 
sions, and for once I felt like having a day of real en- 
jnvnu'iu. — :nid 10 I did. There were no misgivings 
about home, for I felt sure Matilda was to be trusted ; 
and, besides, Mrs. Wilson had promised to look in upon 
ihein in ihe course of the day. Well, the young folks 
danced, and sang, and played games, while the older 
OHM ipread the tables and enjoyed looking on, until 
the shades of evening warned us that it was rime to 
withdraw from the gay scene, and again the carriuges 
were parked nitli the noisy crowd, who sang and 
laughed until they reached home. 

It was quite dark when we arrived at car door, and 
Arthur was waiting to receive us. I saw at a glance 
that something had gone wrong. 

■* When ti Pcrey ? " I asked at once, 

u All right with him/' was an answer that relieved 
mo greatly ; still, I wondered that the child did not 
run ns usual to meet me, when he heard my voire. 

* r Tell me, Arthur," I asked again, " where is Percy, 
aud has anything happened 7 " 

"Percy is well, and Mrs. Wilson has him In her 
charge," lie answered, " but Matilda — J> 
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" What about Matilda ? ,J I inquired. M I hope she 'a 
not sick." 

'■ Come out into the kitchen, my dear," he said, 
ri and yon shall see for yourself how nicely things havo 
gone on since you left home." 

I wsjj quite mystified by his manner ; but we went 
out together to the kitchen, nud there, to my disgust 
and Bfftonifihment, lay my once prized rook in all tbe 
besotted unconsciousness of a drunken apree ! Around 
her were evidences of high doings before aha Ltd final- 
ly lain down, overcome with the funics of liquor, The 
puns and dished were thrown promiscuously alnjut, us 
if there had been war among them ■ the fire was out, 
and consequently there was no preparation for the 
sapper which should hare been ready for us when we 
returned. 

" This is a pretty state of affair s ! " I exclaimed. 
" I wonder what we shall do for supper," 

tJ I'll make the fire/* buhI An dm, * i and we T H do 
with as little cooking as possible/ 5 So, suiting the 
action to the word, he began to remove the cinders 
from the grate, and to build tip a fire, while I filled the 
tea-kettle, and set it over, and then went into my neigh- 
bor's to hcur the particulars, aud recover my child. 

The little fellow was playing quite contentedly on 
t^jo door, with Mrs, Wilson p d Cftt running after his hall ; 
ill wild dropped at the Bight of '* mamma/' and ho 
was soon seated in my lap, ready to give his account 
of the day's transactions. They would have been rather 
unintelligible, however, if Mrs. Wilson had not first 
explained matters. 

As 1 bud desired her to keep watch over the house 
and its inmates* she had done so, and went in about 
the middle of tbe morning to see if everything was well. 
Finding nothing amiss, so far u she could discover, she 
had returned home again* but by the mi-blle of the 
:n >nn sbe heard strange nobes in the bouse, loud 
talking, and the child 1 ! screams. Of course, she flew 
to see what was the matter, when she found Matilda iti 
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a. high state of excitement, slamming and hanging the 
ring genera] disorder throughout the 
premises In vain ahe tried to reason with her — for 
what understanding has a drunken woman 1 — so, 
fastening her into the kitchen, that her mischievous 
acts should extend no further, she canned Percy home, 
and awaited Arthur's return* This was her briuf hut 
sufficient history of the unfortunate day. F felt so mii'-h 
indebted to her for the care and judgment she had 
shown that I could not find words to express it< 

"Bad 'Tilda/ 7 *~ ** strike Percy/' — ■* break win- 
dows/' — and snub like sentences, w T ere all the child 
could say as I carried him homo ; but 1 was convinced 
that, but tor Mrs. Wilson's timely interference, some 
calamity might have happened to my child. 

When we came into the dining-room, the whole scene 
had dunged, and I found the table spread with bread 
urnl butter, cold ham* and cheese, while the tea was 
only awaiting our out ranee to be placed on the tahte 
also. Fanny and Sophy, like two useful girls, had 
gone to work as soon as I went out, and hud in that 
half-hour prepared the whole meal. After it was over 
they insisted also on clearing it away, while I put Terry 
to lied atid attended to other matters about the bouse. 
When we were at length ready to sit down, the ntixt 
question for settlement was, what to do with the drunk- 
en creature in the kitchen, who was now snoring nwny 
in a profound sleep. It whs net very safe, certainly, to 
leave bet in the kitchen all night, yet it would be no 
small undertaking to move her np to her chamber, So 
•ruled to let her stay where she lay, on the floor, 
but Arthur wu tr> rome down occasionally during the 
night, to see that all was safe, 

I passed a very uncomfortable night! with dreams of 
drunken orgies and houses on fire to annoy and startle 
me l but at length morning came, and when Arthur 
went down early to wake her, the effects of the liquor 
had in great measure passed off, She was no doubt 
ashamed of her conduet, and sorry that she had he- 
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trayed herself; bat nothing was said in allusion to tho 
subject that day, only I was resolved to part with hen? 
as soon as 1 could hear of a substitute, 1 thought 
that even another Biddy, with her unco n quern hie 
stupidity, would be better than one with this dreadful 
failing* 

The month of my Bisters' visit had come to its end, 
and they left us alone again, They were, so full 
of life and gaycty that we missed their society sadly, 
bat I knew that mother was missing them even more, 
so I could not gay a word. As soon as they were 
gone I set about finding another servant, and this time 
took a rough- looking; yet "civil-spoken Irishwoman, who 
mode no professions of knowledge, but said she was 
willing and anxious to learn. Having gained some 
experience within the last few months, I was ready to 
try this representative of a rather, different class, and 
onee morn liogan the business of education, in hope of 
producing something passable. Perfection is a thing 
not to be thought of, — certainly not at two dollars a 
week. Thus far my plan has succeeded, and F^*gy 
lias fallen into our ways remarkably well. She I 
all her duties according to our established routine, — 
Washes ou Monday ; irons on Tuesday ; cleans up the 
cellars, kitchen, and pantries on Wednesday; sweeps 
the upper rooms on Thursday, and the lower ones on 
Friday ; and bakes, scrubs, and rub.- the silver on Sat- 
urday. Besides this, the staircases are swept and 
dusted twice a week, the front hall every dny and 
windows are washed whenever necessary, — say once 
in two or three weeks* There is always time on 
Thursday or Friday for any extra jobs such os this. 

Thus the work is pretty equally distributed over the 
six days of the week, and there is no undue crowding 
or weariness, because of doing too muoh and too many 
things in one day. It it nuns on Monday t of cowse 
we cannot wash, but we can do something else, — 
the cupboards, rub the silver, or swap some pail of 
the house ; so nothing need get behindhand that week, 
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merely Iwcausc the usual arrangement is disturbed. 
Peggy Is by no means a perfect girl, — - not even as 
good as Jane ; still I live iu hopes of making a very 
excellent servant of her in time, and after my last two 
experiences I can lie truly thankful that 1 have lighted 
on one as good as she. 

I began my history with the intention of showing 
Jiow we managed to live, in a tolerably comfortable 
and genteel way, on six hundred a year, aud think I 
have proved hy actual figures that it was done, Prices 
of every thing then were high, — very high, — but now, 
in this year of 1866, they are still higher, and where 
they are to stop no one appears able or willing to telL 
If we had not received that acceptable and most timely 
increase of onr income, wo must have made up oar 
mind* to one of two things, — either to cut down our 
expenses, hy doing without many of the articles named 
on my list as among the most ordinary comforts of 
Ufe, or we should be compelled to go in debt. Of the 
two evils we should certainly choose the lesser, and SO 
preferred to live on mush or potatoes rather than 
go beyond our means. With our present thirteen hun^ 
died dollars, clear of house-rent, we were indeed very 
comfortable ; but even this sum in paper money is not 
very different from six hundred iu gold a few years tigo. 
When wc bought sugar at nine cents the pound instead 
of twenty f and coffee for sixteen instead of fifty, — when 
the servant's wa^cs were a dollar and a quarter instead 
of two dollars and upwards, and good butter rould be 
had all the year at an average of thirty instead of sixty 
cents, 1 surely need not argue the question. 

Butter appears to he a great stumbling-block in the 
way of every thrifty ho cue keeper. It goes up and 
comes down as spasmodically as even oil stocks did. 
The conspiracy to put them up was a merely tempora- 
ry affair, running its course aud then collapsing, all 
within two years. But in the bread-and-butter market 
the combination to put up prices, and make them stay 
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up, appears to be as enduring as it is formidable. 
When a a pell of dry weather occurs, the farmers have 
always excused themselves by Baying there was no 
grass For the cows. Whoa, oa the other hand, the 
rains were abundant and pasture was at its best, I 
inquired why they continued to extort such prices from 
us 3 the cool answer was, " Because we can get them." 
One <ff them, an impudent fellow, told me one day 
that the e^ass, like everything else, was rising. But 
when a joke is aimed at one's pocket, and happens to 
go direct to the mark, I do not consider it particularly 
palatable. 

If thus suffering in the butter line, we had the satis- 
faction of knowing that our money still obtained fur 
us a full pound. But it wis very different with the 
baker, Ills loaves and rolls had a habit of diminish- 
ing in size that at last became chronic, aud this not- 
withstanding that his price was doubled. If flour went 
up> then down went the loaves, The baker was evi- 
dently a close observer of the rising flour-market, hut 
strangely indifferent to a falling market* Tints there 
seemed to be a conspiracy between the bread-and-butter 
men to advance prices, which is in full operation as I 
write. The butcher also should come in for an equal 
share of housekeeping denunciation* His prices be- 
came as extortionate as either of the others', nor is 
there any present appearance of abatement. 

I had ascertained long ago how much cheaper it is 
to make one's own bread, and hence we rarely called 
on the baker. One morning, however, being unexpect- 
edly out of home-made bread, we were forced to send 
to him for a supply. When sitting down to breakfast, 
Arthur was almost confounded at the shraakea appear- 
ance of the loaf upon the table, compared with those 
of former times, lie made no complaint, for where 
t have been the use ? hut said the thing brought 
to his mind a conversation he had read, the day before, 
in the newspaper. A man was roused up one morn- 
:i ring at the door-bull, aid, ^v^ to. ^^y^ 
at die window, inquired, — 
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" What is it * Who *& there ? " 

" The baker, sir, with bread/ 1 was the reply. 

"Nonsense! What *s the use of waking one up 
for such a trifle 1 Paf /f m a* /A* 3 hyhofe* 1 

We laughed over the Caricature, and found the mag- 
nitude of our appetites quite adequate to the louf, 
But the subject subsequently attracted so much of my 
husband's thoughts, that he went into quite an elaborate 
investigation of the question of how much profit the 
baker was making out of us. He could find no one 
able to give him the exact particulars, but in the end 
discovered the following statement in a newspaper, 
which farther inquiry satisfied him. was correct, or very 
nearly so. 

" A barrel of good flour will make MO pounds of dough, 

which will lose la baking one eighth, or 35 pounds, leaving 245 

pounds bread, which makes, at 1 pound, 6 ounces per loaf, ITS 

loaves., which at ten cents per loaf amounts to . $17.80 

Flour coats from $ti to $ 10, call it f v . 900 

Leading gross profits per bar r«l . . ♦ fU.80 

Roils are 10 cents per pound, making; . £24.60 
Deduct cost of floor . * . ■ . . ft.QQ 

Orosa profit . fl&JQ 
u Cake at 60 cents per pound, the profit Tories from $ 126 to 
$ 17a per barrel* 

" "Estimated Profits of a IUkery TnAT uses Tes Ba&rbls 
Floch per Day. 

Bread, ©barrels, at* 8,80 - $78.20 

llnlb, * barrel, at g 15.50 7.75 

Cake, I barrel, say $ 15Q , 75.00 

Total . . * . $U 
Deduct 20 per cent for coat of manufacture and sale 32 SB 
Ktt. profits * . * $ 123 5fl 
" Profits of cake and cost of manufacture arc estimated, and may 
be more or less, but not much- Tbe oust of flour will average less, 
and a barrel will make 245 pounds, of bread. Consumers can 
make their own estimates from that basis,*' 

It Kccmed that ttio careful author of thene oalcular 
rioiiB had been aa crusty as the loaves about which he 
was writing, at id lie went on to say that there was a rem- 
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edy for this extortion. lie recommended every house- 
keeper to require of his baker fifteen ounces of broad 
for live cents, or stop dealing with him; hut better 
jet, let every family bake its own bread. He concludes 
by saying : — 

" Let every family that ii not ashamed to save, for fear of being 
called purahnoniuLia, buy a hominy mill, (rut their cufii bud wheat 
by the hii^hifl, and grind their own Graham flour, crocked wheat, 
IjiimiiiVn, and meal. They will save one half lu the coat of these 
i, and by rating raore, coarse food, save some due tor's as 
well aa baker's bills, 11 

But wo were not reformers, and could not think of 
undertaking the preat task of making twenty or thirty 
bakers ilo what we thought ripht, so wc continued to 
live as before, avoiding the craft as much as possible. 

I can distinctly remember when my mother would 
buy a quarter of fine mutton from the farmers, at four 
cents the pound. No doubt it paid them to sell it at 
that price, or they would not have thus sold it from 
year to year. The calves* heads from which she made 
such delicious mock-turtle cost only twelve cents each, 
nml made a plentiful dinner for the whole family* 
Now the muttoo brings twenty cents the pound, and 
the calves 1 heads forty cents apiece. Yet we must 
have the meat, and the butter, and all such things, be 
the plica never so liiffh. If we have, therefore, a 
larger nominal sum to live upon, 1 contend that, while 
prices continue as they are at present, we have in 
reality very little more than the six hundred a year 
with which we began housekeepmp;. 

But mntTOff, lor the sake of argument, that wc 
have a little more than formerly, — how easy it is to 
enlarge our phylacteries, and the borders of oar gar- 
ment*. How e&ftj to indulge in I few more luxuries 
than in former rimes, and how small tin apparent 
increase in our expenses will absorb the whole differ- 

i'li:r Ul 'Miv unpins. 

That remind* me to mention that T lately called on 
iHir old acquaint -nee Mrs, Page* 
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I found her in her beautiful house, and I could see 
that she took great pleasure in displaying' every part 
of her complete establishment. Here was the elegant 
drawing-rooru, furnished in Wilton, rosewood, broca- 
telle, and lace, with several costly paintings upon the 
walls, and many items of tasteful bijouterie upon the 
tables and Aog&e, An elegant dining-room, with a- 
profusion of cat gla^s displayed upon the massive aide* 
board, and appropriate frtseoes upon the waits; while 
ttpstairB the library and chambers were models of taste 
and convenience. 1 was filled with wonder at the 
dfe i rnment displayed in the selections, for to a person 
who hu£ tilled Mrs. Temple's former humble station, 
and never enjoyed anything grander than the back 
parlor of that little grocery, the very question of 
what to gel must be of difficult solution. She was so 
full of her house, however* that she soon enlightened 
me on that point. Mr. Temple bad purchased the 
entire establishment from a gentleman about to sail 
for Europe, — a connoisseur in everything beautiful; 
hence the perfect taste and harmony of detail, which I 
had remarked. When we had gone over the house, 
she took me into a third-story back building, in which 
was gathered the old furniture of her former little l>ack 
parlor, — a worn-out sofa, a round table, secretary, 
and a few old chairs, A fade J carpet covered the 
floor, and there stood the cigar-stand just as it used 
to do when Mi\ Ttunple smoked behind the grocery. 
All was complete, except the gentleman himself, Who 
had just then gone out for a walk. This was their 
sitting-room, she said, declaring at the same time that 
it felt more like home than any other part of the 
house, 

When she went into the grand drawing-room she 
was not at home. Books bad no special interest or 
value in her uneducated miml ; and indeed, had the rare 
volumes which tilled the shelves of those gothie cases 
I Hi 11 mere shams of wood and paint, rhcy would have 
been quite as attractive in her eyes. It sounded right 
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to talk of " the library/ 1 bet what idea did the words 
convey to a vacant mind 7 So the ease resolved itself 
into just this : the entire house was to be kept For 
show, shut up for fear the sun -would fade the Minds 
or injure the carpets, and quite too good to use, whilst 
the true homo feeling which cheers and brightens their 
livca is found, after all, in that hark upstairs depart- 
ment, with the old and freely-used furniture. 

What a comoient, I thought, on our capacity, — 
for enjoy men t, I mean, — and how small a space will 
contain the essentials of our happiness ! Yet Mrs, 
Temple's employment was her show-house, wherein 
she doubtless took the sincerest pleasure, displaying it 
to hur friends, and walking around it many times a 
day herself, as a visitor would do, to admire and 
arrange its beauties. She could not trust a servant to 
sweep and dust those delicate things, although several 
were kept ; hut, true to her old lifetime habits of labor* 
she did the hardest of the work herself, and found 
that with increased possessions came also in Increase 
of care. So I took tny leave of Mrs, Temple unci her 
splendid establishment, and came back to my own 
bumble little home, without one feeling of dissruiM: lo- 
tion, or the shallow of an envious thought . Ilere, all 
our oiodatl furniture is for use, not show, and nothing 
is too elegant to he used* Our parlor is cheerful. 
It i- lit, and homed ike. It is true, the sun will yet fade 
the gay colors of the carpet, and the footfall of con- 
stant occupation may wear it bare, and even into boles ; 
hut the years of social comfort that must intervene 
will more (linn compensate for such depreciation, A 
prime luxury of home is the habit of freely using its 
best portions for yourself, 







CHAPTER XL 

CflA»fiKT> Times. — The SaonDYrre. — 8oi*crrT df Houses.— 
Disasters anx» Er&tiauLES. — Thr Twins > ^- Costcusts. 

HE reader may have been surprised to learn 
that the comparatively moderate house we 
occupied had commanded so high a rent as 
a thousand dollars a year, But the war 
bad broken up the old order of pricey and changed 
the lowest into what in former times would have hern 
the highest* I presume it must have heen the abun- 
dance of paper money that produced this change — at 
least, this is a reasonable inference. These new thou- 
sands of millions of paper dollars, which were scattered 
over the country by the necessities of the war, fell to 
the share of numerous government contractors, who 
tbui became suddenly rich, The government, as we 
have before said, was a hu^e customer for every de- 
scription of manufactured goods, and bought its supplies 
by contract. Judging by what the newspapers said, it 
appeared to me that whoever was lucky enough to 
secure a large contract was equally sure of a large 
fortune. No matter how poor a man might be, if lie 
only obtained a contract, we might expect to witness 
his speedy transformation from absolute poverty to 
abundant wealth. 

Some of these instances were really wonderful. 
There was a very ingenious middle-aged man within 
our knowledge, whose dissipation had reduced him to 
the condition of a pauper in the almshouse. While 
thus domiciled* he invented a little convenience for the 
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soldiers In their tents. I think it was a light, portable 
cooking apparatus. By help of an acquaintance he 
had it patented, and then that acquaintance, who had 
a friend at headquarters, managed to secure a contract 
fur the supply of an immense number for the army. 
The profit was so great that all three became rich. 
Two of them had previously been living on their wits, 
while the other had lived on the public. As might 
have been expected, the sudden change from poverty 
to wealth tempted them all into lavish expenditures, 
— their money had come easily and it must needs go 
in the same easy way. The pauper came out of the 
almshouse, and forthwith set up as a gentleman. 

This description of people were known as M sboddy- 
ites*" The origin of the word is easily traced to the 
worthless imitations palmed off by unprincipled manu- 
facturers for genuine cloth. Perhaps it is quite til 
to detect the " shoddy " in society as in goods : time, 
at least, will prove them both. Every city was full of 
this class. As all bad abundance of money, so all 
spent it with a sort of reckless extravagance that as- 
tonished such plain people as ourselves* If they 
wanted any luxury, the plica was no discouragement. 
It Wflfl not the men only that were tlni? foolish : tho 
wives and daughters of the ** shoddy i tea ** were earned 
away by the same mania for spending money. Never 
having had any until now, they appeared to have no 
just conception of its value, and became im patient to 
part with it. I think that women "s dresses were never 
so extravagant ; and it was curious to think how we 
had all aceustorncd ourselves to the hip;h prices of ma- 
terial. Though silks and laces were two or three 
times as high as formerly, yet those who wanted them 
bought them just us readily. Indeed, the high price 
of an article really seemed to promote its sale, and 
common fchtnga fell into comparative disuse. 

It was well ascertained that mora trinkets and jew- 
elry, gob! watches and precious itoftes, found buyers 
in one year of these times than. vo. ^\acifc -^^kk^&s^ 
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nn». Then* m the T ii if rin fc pl*r i there wh an un- 
precedented crowd of pa m m m , who reaJij seemed to 
enjoy tbemaeWa in proportion to the unheard-of prices 
bj the landlord*. This general rise must 
ilv extend to honae and furniture. Apart 
the bewildering abundance of paper money, 
were two other causes operating' to produce a 
ri«« in them- There were fewer houses being built 
than formerly, owing to the advance in wages and 
material** Then there was a large influx of refugees 
from the South, who crowded the cities and villages 
of the North, having been driven from borne by the 
dbcornforta existing there. A demand was thus 
'I for bouses, which could not be supplied except 
at an advanced price. The newspapers contained 
multitudes of advertisements from persuna offering 
lar^e premiums to any one who would procure them 
a bonAQ. n .-n-i'ttl of our neighbors were tempted by 
even hfgfafff prion than we obtained to give up house 
and furniture, and take to boarding with their friends. 
U that I found the unsettled condition of 
public nfhiir.4, rmd the hazards to which iny husband 
d beta Gxportd in the army, had some slight show 
compensate 

To put 00 record a memorial of how matters stood 
at thin tiiue p ] oopj from a New York paper tin- fol- 
lowing rctFiurkfi, descriptive of the condition of things 
iu a grcai i ttv ; — 

" IliUiW Ifi primp n<"c?*Htti>'n and absolute conditions of civili- 
iMloD. A nily may bt tattttttty wcullliy, awl BTOWifif still 
rldinr t^VL'iy yi'itr | hut If M luck* douiidlitiry cotiveniurjctu ror all 
it* population) II (1 bai ■**■ noons t« be oovored than k haa rooffe 
to Ibottof thm, it pM failed oomuapatively to emerge frwH a con- 
dition Of art&lttft NlflTartm. A* wwUham of this condition, it 
miii ,-...,: ,,.., i.. i .i.LbH Lbd vLh'p, nod Hint'inub to ttM vloiioltudoo, 
of n Flllif I'! la tin* luek or muttTia) comtbrtA, but in 

ii Li.iw i ftvitjf and a Low ■butdnid of morals. Socfctjr 

vrlihmit bouMN in Buclniy w I thinit hornet | ami this imuUc« both the 
ttiMciHv «r Um ptftfl oWjOfl fl a nP ft. bf which tnau L» capable, and a 
UiHufUCM which secure the peace Had p*r- 
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petnlty of States. Yet every yew New York exhibits the spectacle of 
thousand* upon thousands , } f well -dressed vagrants, of Uefr^ar^ with 
riTMi- y to thefit pralset^ wandering: wildly ttbout, consulting fran- 
tlcly the advert! tk'tueute in the utwapaptara, howling agitated inter- 
views with the- brnkers, and yet not at all sure that on the first of 
May they will not be driven in elect between a tabernacle upon the 
Battery, and Lhe cold and greasy boarding-bouse with third-class 
accommodations and lirst-clnaa prices. There is hardly a man in 
New York who has a family to shelter, and whose means are too 
moderate to admit of the luxury of a lee simple, who has not gone 
through the purgatory or no urir -hunting and been driven almost 
to the depth of despair by the extortions of landlord^ and the up- 
paivut impossibility of finding a suitable residence. JUgh rents 
are the inevitable result of a limited supply of bouses* WsUe tin 
demand continuum landlords will contirjue to ask an enormous 
slice oit of your iucomii, for that which does not feed you T does not 
clothe y«u, doci not give you & cha ir to sit upon nor a ' 'ft I to sleep 
upon, hut simply a roof to protect you from the sua, the rain, and 
the wind. A house,, and a decent one, yon most have, fur It I* the 
house that keeps up appearances. You cannot Hire in a cave, nor 
in a basement cellar T nor in a garret. So you cut the Gordian 
bunt by emigrating to the rural districts, ami spetidiug most of your 
precfrius life In riding to and from the city j or you tike your 
children to a boarding-house or botadj in which they know nothing 
of home, tire stuffed with indigestible (tod, and pass their hours 
of recreation in the street with chnncn playmate*, or In the kitchen 
with the fervatits> We have been going on in this hand-to-mouth 
way for a good many years, until accumulated evils and Inconven- 
iences have grown intolerable. * House Wanted ' has become the 
mournful lest heading next to ' Child Lost ' which can be affixed to* 
an advertisement. People believe that theqs is no possible way of 
avoiding all this botheration* trouble, and anxiety : and, some with 
more and some with less philosophy t they submit to it, as in old 
times every tKHly submitted! to spring phlebotomy and physic." 

But the times were out of joint in many other par- 
ticulars. While one set of people were iho§ easily 
acquiring and spending fortunes, others sank into com- 
parative destitution* 1 know that to such the former 
gave abundant charities? ; for when oar eup mm* over, we 
sometimes permit others to drink the drop* that fall, — 
1 hi t tyo rarely a drop from within the rim, — nd C*H it 
charity. When the- war Hosed, nod the ooldien were 
I, our town hod its Ml share of stragglers 
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of various description*, Some of these were wounded 
soldiers, some mere camp-followers, others were im- 
postors ; but All knocked tit our doors, and demanded 
help of some sort, either of food or clothing or money, 
to help them homeward* I never could find it in my 
heart to turn away the sick or crippled hero of the loyal 
army without giving him whatever he solicited. A 
moderate contribution was rarely too much for my 
limited means, and while thus relieving their wants, 
how could I fail to return thanks to God that he had 
given me both the ability and the will to do so 1 I 
founds arcn in the closest of times, that, when the heart 
was all right, a trifle could he spared for such purpdsea, 
from even six hundred a year. 

Then, besides these, there were wives whose husbands 
had been reported an " missiog," some of whom may 
return, hut many will never again he heard of; and 
widows, from whose stricken hearts even this faint hope 
had wholly gone out. All were to be sympathized with, 
and moat of them to be relieved. Hundreds of them, 
however, were nobly endeavoring to help themselves ■ 
hence there were daily calls at the door from somebody 
who wanted to sell the little necessaries which another 
class of pedlers had formerly brought, — song-books, 
stories of the war, portraits of the great generals, pic- 
tures of the dreadful battles, eoap, combs, and shoe- 
larers, and all such simple articles of trade. Littlo 
children sometimes earne on these crrantls, all seeking 
to do something better than to beg. Poor orphans i 
the legacy of heroic fathers to a, nation which can never 
repay the debt it owes them ! Many of these I haye 
taken in, and treated to the rem tuning cakes and coffee 
of the breakfast, or the fragmentary residuum of a din- 
ner; and I never thus took one in without feeling amply 
! by his grateful looks and words. 

There is one Bcrtptara parage which cannot surely 
be intended to commend a literal obedience. Else bow 
can people with our limited means ever hope to be faith- 
ful, or win the promise % 
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" Never turn thy face from any poor man, and then 
the face of the Lord shall not be turned away from 
thee." 

How often I had heard it read m church, and medi- 
tated upon the Bubjeet ; for with only six hundred a year 
we could not well feed every one who asked an aim 9. 
The residuum of our tahle or wardrobes we could spare, 
but there was t^rminly a limit to oar j^iviog much be- 
aides* Now that we bait a Little more to dispense, I had 
set apart a certain, sum, which was sacred ro the cause 
of bene vole qcc and hamanity* I could enjoy giving 
now, und surely it was but right that I should lend the 
Lord a portion of the plenty he had bestowed on me, 
by thus giving to hi* prior, 

One bitterly cold morning, soon after we returned 
home, when the frost lay thick and crisp on every 
chamber window, while getting up from the brcakfurf- 
tablc, a faint movement of the bell overhead gKft notice 
that tome one was at the street door. I knew by the 
feebleness of the (tag that it must be the eilbrt of a 
child. Sure enough, on opening the door, I discovered 
a girl of apparently ten years, who stood shivering in 
the snow upon the marble step, her little arms and 
should erg covered with a thin and faded shawl, A 
common cotton sunbonnet protected her h end ; but it 
was clean if not very warm, and from underneath it 

Hung down her templea like & pjtildwn fleece." 
I think 1 never saw a child whose appearance so imrae- 
diiitily secured my sympathy as this one, and I was 
about telling Iiet to conic En out trf the i old. when a boy, 
apparently about the same age, run up on the steps, 
and, touching his hat politely, said, — 

" Clean off the snow, ma'am f — only a dime." 
Just then ray husband came to the door, and, hearing 
the boy's question, told him to go to work, whereupon 
J brought the little girl in. 

« I II w:iit for you, sister," said the boy to her, as ho 
saw her entering the door. 
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« What," I inquired, as we traversed the hall on our 
way to the dining-room, " is he your brother ? " 

" Yes, ma'am. Henry and me are twins," was the 
reply. " O," she continued, as I led her up to the 
stove, " how good it feels to be so warm ! " and she 
put down her little basket, rubbed her benumbed hands 
together, and drew closer to the stove. Looking up to 
me as she said this, and the light falling directly on her 
face., I saw the two most beautiful hazel eyes that ever 
were set in human countenance, soft, gentle, and con- 
fiding. 

" Am I to give this one her breakfast too ? " asked 
Jane in a low voice. 

I nodded assent, and, turning to the child, I inquired 
if she had breakfasted. 

" We never get breakfast till we We made a quarter, 
ma'am," she replied. 

" But how long are you in making a quarter ? " I 
rejoined. 

" Sometimes not for several hours, sometimes not till 
noon, ma'am, but we've got a shilling already, this 
morning, and brother will get a dime from you, and 
that is nearly a quarter," and a smile of satisfaction 
came over her young face as she counted up their col- 
lected earnings on that inclement morning. 

Then, as if alive to the fact of being still deficient, 
she lifted her basket from the floor, uncovered it, and, 
holding it up to me, inquired, — 

." Would n't you like to buy some cuffs and collars, 
ma'am ? " 

I took the basket from her hand in order to examine 
its contents, just as Jane looked in from the kitchen 
and said that breakfast was ready for the child ; so, set- 
ting it down again, I directed the little one to go out 
first, and invite her brother to come in also. She looked 
at me in momentary surprise, and then bounded off 
to the door, where I could hear her call out in gleeful 
tones, — 

" Come, brother, the good lady is going to give us 
our breakfast. Come, brother." 
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The boy came in, cold indeed, for it was the bitterest 
morning of the winter, bat well-bred at id respectful. 
He wm a bluif, robust, and honest-looking lad. Wc 
set before them a plentiful tneiil, but as 1 sat by, appar- 
ently attending only to Ferey; and bis morning ablu- 
tions, I coutd not help noticing the strong affection 
which these two children manifested towards eacb other. 
The h utter on the table had dwindled to a mere trifle, 
and Jane had forgotten to replenish it, ao that a modi- 
cum only was left on the plate, when, not at the moment 
understanding what was referred to, 1 heard the boy 
whimper, — 

•« Take it, Nancy,'* and, looking up, saw him handing 
her the plate, 

*■ Dear Harry, I won't have it ; you take it your- 
self, " was the reply, 

" And you say that you are twins f * J 1 remarked to 
Henry, when ilu-v hud concluded a meal which both had 
eaten with evident relish, ■' And how old are you i '' 

"Nine and a half, ma'am." 

"What is your father's name? '* I inquired, 

« Father r i dead, ma'am ; he went to the war, and 
got killed at Gettysburg] and mother *s never been right 
since/' replied the boy, 

Ala* ! 1 though*, how often I have heard that terrible 
story. It sometimes seemed as if I only had escaped 
the coramiffl grief. 

'« How docs your mother live ? " I inquired, address- 
ing Nainy, 

"O, we help to k<cp lirr," she answered with great 
sprishtliness* "Brother John works m a factory ; and 
grandfather stays home, and cooks, and watches mother; 
and 1 Bell coUari that I buy at the factory where John 
works ; and Henry, he does any jobs that folks give him 

to do.* 1 

"But do you not go to school, Nancy?'* I re* 
joined* 

« O yes, ma'am, two days in the week, and twice 
on Sunday ; and vrn ean both read and write/* 
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She told me her mother's name and residence, and 
then, dismissing Hurry to finish his job jit the front 
•limp, 1 bargained with Ninny far enough rollers to last 
mo a year, and prevailed on Jane to become a purchaser 
uImo. frying Nancy her money, ami advam [ng Warty 
from u dime to a shilling, I let them go. TJ 
doot, thanking me gratefully, and walked away linnd- 
in-hand, ho to shovel oft' the snow Tor some one dec. 
ami she to rind other customers for cufls anrl ndlurs. 

Next day, I took time to rail upon the mother. All 
tlmt the children had said was true* The father had in- 
deed fallen in battle, and to the delicate wife tire fhoek 
had brought a lingering death. She was sinking u oiler 
a weight of grief from which, thus Tar, she had found 
tio alleviation. 

linr this is only one of a thousand unwritten domestic 
bnitOfies of the day. The tremeudruj* -/nuscqufciieeB 
of the great war wen manifestly operating almost as 
I'uwi ■it'ully on the generation o( mere children as upon 
their [brents. The necessities of the I utter ware send- 
ing them into the streets to supply by premature effort 
the wants created by the havoc of The conflu t + If its 
vast expenditures made thousands rich, there were still 
more impoverished. 

One of our neighbors, on returning from a trip bo 
the West, encountered, in the cars, a hoy of p. 
years old, who hud with him an infant sister that had 
not been weaned. The father, who had been living in 
Minnesota when the war broke out, joined thu array, 
arid was killed in battle* The very day after the news 
of his death came, the mother died, leaving tin 
cMldrtfl with none to take care of them. The boy, i 
if nerved by the crisis, set off immediately with hi* 
little sister, intending to take her to uu aunt, who j 
sided in Te tin sylvan la. 

Our neighbor travelled with them several day 
It was a gr£4g charge for so young a narse, arid he 
buy. Bat when the passengers became apprised of the 
circumstances of the case, the manifestations oi 
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pathy were so general that there was no scarcity of 
nurses* The lady passengers relieved him of his 
charge, and occasionally one who had a baby of her 
own permitted this little waif to drink nt the same 
natural fountain, while the men contributed in money. 
But here was a small boy laying aside childi&h things, 
and developing traits of manliness that would do 
honor to rnaturer yours* It will he remembered by 
many how numerous were the anecdotes of boyish 
heroism in actual buttle which the army correspond- 
ence brought to us iu the newspapers. Thus the 
juvenile spirit rose, like that of the adult portion of 
the community, with the magnitude of the national 
crisis. 

It appeared to mo that there were strange contrasts 
and incongruities about those times. Some of them, it 
is true, have since disappeared under the regulating in- 
fluence of peace, but the reader cannot have Ibrpnten 
them all. At the same time that those poor I title 
twins, with perhaps hundreds of other children, were 
tramping over the cold streets, endeavoring to gain a 
scanty livelihood, the brilliant displays m those very 
streets presented striking contrast to the condition 
of such as sought them out on similar errands. The 
shop windows were surpassingly gay and tempting to 
the crowds which thronged the pavements. All ap- 
peared to hiive money wherewith to indulge their 
various tastes. Trinkets and precious stones, in uu- 
preredented profusion, glistened in the plate-glass win- 
dows of the fashionable jewellers. In the counter- 
case of a single establishment a dozen fortunes were 
displayed, Costly silks and sbawla hung gracefully 
in other equally elaborate window*, unfolding 
Mini patterns which would draw thousand* from thy 
f i:d multitude who stopped to ntoifti them. 
All that art and taste and in-ennilv 000 Id BO 
please the fancy and exhaust the purs 
trated on the shelves and count*"*' 
had forgotten that then 1 b .>•' 
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in the land, and that the nation was now atrnggfiw 
v ith u heavy <U' lit. which would require many yean 
of taxation tu di^'liur^re. 

Thee* contrast are visible ererywbere-" Vhih 
bum bit- hornet, like that of the orphan twins, an 
scantily supplied witli even the commonest food, the 
market -houses are overloaded with every possible lux- 
ury of the land. I see this- for myself, as I mostlv do 
the marketing, and uften think it would he impossible 
to collect in one place a greater profusion of good 
thin^> ior human consumption. Nothing: that A* 
appetite can crave seems wanting to the weU-nlled »d 
open purse. 

But the nation has come out safely from its W 
and perilous travail, and it is perhaps natmml «*»» 
public joy t hould succeed to public sorrow. It is 
equally natural that the&e contrasts and discrepancies 
should happen. Human life, I find, with its diversi- 
ties of trials and compensations, is a mystery which 
my poor philosophy must vainly seek to unraveL 
How manifold are our allotments ! how checkered oar 
destinies ! We live in vanity and grossness, as well 
a* in greatness. The Divine Intelligence alone n*» 
lift the curtain which hides from us the profound 
mysteries of our existence. 
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^[FTER alt I have previously said of our in- 
tentions and prospects, the Trader will not 
be astonished to bear that we have par- 
chased our house. By good management, 
we were able by the first- of August to pay $ 2,400 in 
cash , the balance of $600 remaining oa mortgage. 
Arthur hopes that in the course of a year or two that 
also will be paid oft', so Coat thia little home, in which 
we have passed such pleasant years, may he altogether 
Oar own. 

Mrs. Wilson was properly but prised, as I knew she 
would be, to hear of such an extensive investment, 
and wo had various confidential conversations in 
regard to the future alterations and improvenn 11H, 
I had so often, in imagination, altered the plan of the 
house, and seen in fancy the improved nppcarance of 
the newly papered wails, that, I longed greatly to 
begin. Mrs- Wilson's plans, however, were very ex- 
r i: ivr, ami imlmled additions as welt as alteration?; 
tin she had very grand ideas of hoascs, and ought to 
have been born rich. Had this been the ease, she 
would have lived m a perfect little palace, having 
everything 1 a ho ut her to correspond, — elegant and 
tasteful. 1 knew tills, as I had listened to her plans 
at the time she was building lier air-eastles on the oily 
foundations of the " Bottomless Well Coiw^wj ," ^V\v\\, 
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unfortunately for her lofty architectural denies, 1 
not of sufficient strength to sustain even those airy 
struct tires ; the * Bottomless M having left in fact s 
1 v A grease-Spot behind* Bat now that we t more moder- 
ate niurtahjiad really accomplished our desire, and were 
about to realise oar own loss prcrentious dreams, sho 
seemed to forget her own disappointments, and enter 
with red interest into our future intention*, 

■* How nicely you can improve your house," she 
Bald, as we talked the matter over, ■■ There are the 
old mantels, — they am i i . * ■ . 1 1 1 ■ d»wn ; and the corner 
cupboard must be titken out of the dining-room, for 
nobody sees surh things in handsome dining-rooms 
nnw-a-ihiys> Then you ought to have fine inside 
blinds as well as uutside ones. Your parlor is ipiim 
too li^ht for my notion, and this glare will fade your 
carpet dreadful ty after a little while. Besides all this, 
you ought to put up 11 library beyond the parlor, with 
windows opening on to the piazza, — it would he so 
nice, And ^ivc such a stylish air to the house, espe- 
cially when you put up oak hook-cases around the 
sides." 

H But, my friend," I exclaimed, " where is the 
money to come from with which lo do all this 1 You 
know we have made a tremendous effort to pay as 
much on the house as we have done, and I want to 
feel tlmt it is quite dear before wc make any very ex- 
tensive improvements." 

" Well, of course/' she rejoined, * f yon cannot do it 
just now, but instead of paying off the mortgage 1 
think I would do the improvements, iirst, as you have 
it so nearly puid for/' 

w To tell you the truth/* I said, confidentially, " I 
have a little project in my head with regard to the said 
rs pro Yemen ts, I have raised several hundred dollars 
myself towards the purchase of the hou- 
helping to save all the rest; and now I have deter- 
! to take up inv torn y-work once more, and with 
this year's profits 1 mean to fix it up a little. But I 
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shall not think of adding a library yet awhile ; better 
wait until *te get enough books to fill it" 

a Well, to be sure, there is something *n that/' she 
continued. H Hut I know of one or two persona who 
have no more hooka than you, and who yet have high 
cases, and L r ':t>^ doOffl lined with chintz or danuisk to 
conceal the- lure shelves. No one knows how many 
vol nines they do or do not contain ; and if there is 
occasion to display the hooks, they are careful to open 
the door behind which the shelving is tolerably well 
furnishedj the empty ones being kopt lacked/' 

w That may do for them," I said, « but not for me. 
J desire nothing like a sham, — nothing for mere show* 
Tor the present, our little parlor closet In the recess 
by the window holds all our literary tresctttofl ; hut 
among my purposed i m p ro veto ei its I think of lapply- 
ing it with a glass door, with diamond -shaped panes, 
This will be both a tasteful and convenient change in 
onr parlor*" 

« Perhaps you are right," rejoined my friend. « A 
library is often such in name only, and I huve often 
thought thut there was a vast amount of pretension 
among these would-be literary people, who thus desire 
to curtain their empty shelves while they hope to he 
thought clever them-clves." 

i hi. ■ <>] my loug-pluiitieil improvements was a bay- 
window in the parlor, in which I could place a Hand 
for Mowers in the winter. This did not meet with 
Mrs. Wll eon's approval, for ever lince the advent of 
her oivn new carpet, she had studied chiefly to keep 
out the rays of the snn, feeling sure tluit those bright 
colors would not stand in their presence, Indeed, 
this care of hers bad quite changed the 
atmosphere of their house* The parlor, in old timet, 
was, like our own, plain and none too good for daily 
use; but now she could not bear to take her work- 
basket into it of an evening, much less in the day- 
time, or let her husband smoke his cjgnr there while 
taking his ease in the large rocking-chair, No, the 
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rockers would assuredly spoil the carpet, and bo the 
chair itself was banished to the dining-room, whither 
the old carpet had gone before. There the se wing- 
chair and work-basket were also placed, and there, too, 
the evenings now were always passed, instead of in 
the parlor as in former years* All this change in 
their habits had been wrought l>y the introduction of 
a new carpet, and (he few other articles of strange 
furniture which hud accompanied it ; jet as the seemed 
to enjoy it, I did not meddle with her tastes. When 
my improvements are made, and my hay- window and 
Mowers arranged, I cannot help thinking she will nil- 
mire them. As to my own carpet, the colors arc- ftill 
good, nor if a stray sunbeam does occasionally shine 
upon it through the leaves shall I fret myself about it, 
but will enjoy the cheering influence and trust tu thy 
future for a new one when this has become unfit for 
service, 

This rem in ds me, and perhaps the reader also, of 
Christopher Crow field's experience when his wife and 
4i 1 1 -liters compelled him to purchase new carpets and 
furniture for the bright and sunny parlor, where their 
pleasantest years had been past I think Christopher 
is a sensible man f and I usually take the prut of wo* 
men on all house and home questions, yet I strongly 
incline to sympathise with him on that occasion, and 
declare that no fears of sunshine or flies shall ever in- 
me to shut up my windows in stieh funereal style, 
while the whole family is forced to take refuge in 
some prloomy bark room, Now, all our friends love to 
drop in, as his did, and join the cheerful circle around 
our evening; lamp ; and although it is true that 1 am 
Opposed to bringing large or tin sightly work into my 
parlor, yet I always have something ready on the cen- 
tre-table,— a little piece of sewing or my wax-work,— 
which is thus ever convenient to be picked up. Be- 
sides, the habit of filling up these array half-hours 
produces me quite an amount of aceompli^ln :d work 
in the course of the year j and I know tlwt my fi 
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come with more freedom, and stay longer when they 
do come, bee.ause they perceive that I am not losing 
time while conversing with them. 

w I cannot imagine how yon manage to do so much, 
Mrs. D.," mid Belle Ardley one day to me, as she threw 
herself listlessly into a eoruer of the sola. *• Yon are 
always busy about somethmp,. " 

" You know that minutes make the honra, and hours 
the days," I replied. " Even a few minutes at a time 
arc worth saving/* 

" But when one only htfl ■ little while to sit with a 
frieml, it swims hardly worth, while to hunt up work to 
do/* she continued. 

** That *s not the way to manage," I answered. *' If 
I waited to hunt up the work until the visitors came, I 
ah oh lil not do ram-h cither- The right plan is to have 
something ready beforehand/ 1 

" But our callers stay so short a time,' 1 she re- 
joined, "and make such formal calls, that one could 
not take the liberty. Besides, our parlor is so dark, 
you know, St would bo quite hnposaible to see to do 
tine work/' 

" What need of keeping it so dark in cool weather ! " 
I asked* * 4 Perhaps your visitors would stay longer if 
it were made more cheerful/' 

" O, mamma says the curtains would be ruined hy 
the sun, and you know it would be a pity to fade those 
window divans ; besides, Carlos could not attend to 
sweeping and dusting the parlor as often as it would 
require, if we often eat in it/' 

♦■ Of eourae, an apartment that il in frequent cse 
needs more care than one vdikh is seldom opened," I 
said, "and besides, in the dark, (he dust and cobwebs 
won't show so plainly ; but I think I should rather 
spend two extra hours every week, in cleaning my par- 
lor, than £ivc up the use of it altogether. 1 ' 

"Oj we always see otir friends there* — that is, when* 
over wo are at home," she replied. 
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1 knew well what she meant by "at home/' for I had 
bo often Been elegantly dressed ladies leaving cards at 
tluir door, when I knew that the family were in* 

« I believe yon do not see every one that comes/' I 
Baid, quietly, 

" O dear, no,'* she answered, as if surprised at the 
remark, 'Why, do you ? " 

« Certainly," I said ; ** if my friends take the trouble 
to come and sec me, bow could 1 refuse to admit 
them ? " 

" O p as to that," she returned, *■ there are so many 
of them who do tiot dream of seeing you when they 
come, and would he positively disappointed if told that 
you were in, that it is a real kindness to them to say 
wf are engaged, or not at Lome, They all know what 
it means, and do the same thing themselves* A cord 
thus answers every purpose of a call." 

*• But what use or satisfaction can there lie,*' I in- 
quired, M in continuing such visits as these from year to 
year ! >T 

u None ; except that one must keep up a genteel list ■ 
of acquaintances/' replied Mtss Belle, "and then every 
winter they all give large parties, and we, of course, 
are invited." 

- Bo, after all, you know very little about these peo- 
ple, as I suppose your calls arc made in the same way/' 
I observed. 

w No, not much," she answered ; " hut, dear me 1 
it would he impossible to keep up so many visit! n^- 
placea if we paid regular calls to every one, just as I 
am doing now to you, Now, we hire a carriage for a 
day or tuo t two or three times a year, and can pay off 
alt our visits in short order, whereas, according to the 
old-fashioned way, it would keep us busy forever, and 
we 'd never he done, either." 

" Then yoti and your friends seldom meet? " I said. 

"O yes; we have a reception -day in every week] 
yon know that is the fashionable way, — Tuesdays 
from eleven until four, — and all who really wish to 
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see us can come then. If they choose to come on 
other days, why, whose fault i§' it but their own ? " 

How nniL'h insincerity, I thought, is to be found in 
the world, and how many falsehoods are uttered every 
day liy the genteel people who how at the altar of fashion. 
Probably these very individuals who directed their ser- 
vants to say they were "not at homo," will, next time 
they meet you, express their deep regret nt losing your 
visit, littd yet a fresh repetition of the same treatment 
must convince yoa that the apology had meant nothing 
but politeness. For my parr, I am thankful that I nave 
not many of this kind of acquaint an res ; for there nre 
few tilings more aggravating than to be told, after walk- 
ing miles to see your friend, that she is "engaged/ 1 — a 
phrase which in moo! easts means simply that she does 
not wish to be troubled with visitors. 

" I was so sorry it was you," said one of these to 
me, when I met her a short time after having been re- 
fused itd mission. " Why did you not send up your 
paint, and I would have seen you 1 " 

44 Because I waa t"M that you were engaged/' I re- 
plied ; " and when I am told that, i suppose it to mean 
tli nt you arc too busily employed to he interrupted." 

"0 dear, no, you dear little unaophUticftted conn- 
try worn tin/' she returned, hi ugh in g heartily; ft I was 
only reading a charming novel that afternoon, and 
.thought it would be troublesome to sec every one that 
can a.'.' 1 

It sincerity or insincerity is the distinguishing at- 
tribute of country and city ladies, then save ate, thought 
I, from the custom* of the latter- When, once or twice 
a year, at the busy seasons of honee-l -leaning, or sumo 
fiimtlar employment, I tlnd myself obliged to be ■* en- 
gaged/' I always regret to hetir that some ilcar friend hoi 
culled on those unlucky days ; but never intentionally, 
or without great cause, do 1 imitate the custom of my 
fashionable friends* Miss Belle Ardley went home that 
day, no doubt Betting me down among her most uu- 
fushiunable and therefore ignorant acquaintances ; but 



1-6 SIX IirSDRED DOLLARS A YEAH 




irfisf 1 hud done* Indeed, I felt thut I had taken 
groat responsibility on myself to thus act without iiis 
consulting him. 

" Have I done right 1 " I inquired, anxiously, when 
I had rehearsed the sad history, 

*■ You could do no other, my dear/ 1 was his assuring 
answer. ** Uud ha* sent [ha child to us, without a doubt, 
and we must do the best, we can with oar charge," 

But this was not to hi- Nancy's home, alter All. Mrs. 
Wilson, who hud never had a child, had always taken 
notice of the little girl, and praised her beautiful eyes 
and golden tresses. 1 knew she would have given al- 
most, anything for meh a child of her own; and now 
that the little orphan was thrown upon our charity in 
this unexpected way, she, of her own accord, proposed 
to take her herself, and adopt her as a daughter. The 
child was but tea years old. She felt sure there was 
yet time to train and educate her for a useful and affec- 
tionate companion* So we gave her to our friend, 
knowing that her motherly care wonld be as tender as 
ours, and that the promise to her mother fa still sacredly 
kept, 

Little Nancy is very happy iti her new home. As 
she trips along every morning to school, there ia no 
brighter-looking child to be seun, She learns readily, 
and as she can already read and write, fine is not far 
behind others of her age. There is an evening school 
near the factory, at which many of the hands attend, 
and both John and Henry are regular pupils, The 
former is a promising hid of some sixteen years, and 
seems to have a good turn for mechanics, which in 
time, T think, will bring him into notice. His fond- 
ness for mathematics is remarkable, and his tcucher 
speaks well both of his talents and his industry. The 
same affectionate reelings which we had noticed on 
the first day of oar introduction to the twins prevails 
throughout the family, and marks their intercourse 
with each other. Who knows what high ;■ 
may yet be called to fill in public or in social l ;i 
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The histories of the "Pioneer Boy," the "Tanner 
Boy," and the " Tailor Boy " belong to their country. 
Another generation is rising up to fill the places of the 
heroic fathers. It is to them that the nation must 
look for its defenders. From their ranks will come its 
future statesmen, patriots, and philanthropists, — the 
colossal minds which may save it from convulsions 
even more desolating than those to which it has al- 
ready been subjected. 




CHAPTER XIII. 

Different Plans for Housekeeping. —American and For- 
eign Cookery. — Preserving Fruits. — Packing Green 
Corn. — Making Tomato Sauce. — Pickling. — Walnuts. — 
Catsups. — Putting up a Hog. — Head Cheese. — Scrapple. 
— Curing Hams and Shoulders. — Sausage. — Pork. — 
Lard. — Baked Beans. 




fN looking over my history, written with a 
wish to benefit my countrywomen whose 
incomes are no more than ours was when I 
began to write, I have not undertaken to 
give too minute directions for managing a household, 
or lay down any programme which would not be prac- 
ticable for all. Myself an American woman, living in. 
one of the Middle States, I have endeavored to give my 
own experience^ in housekeeping in a plain ■ and com- 
mon-sense way, and feel sure that my rules can be 
carried out in any part of the United States. 

There have been one or two books written lately in 
England, which are now being read with interest ev- 
erywhere, but the chief difficulty is that they are not 
altogether practicable for American housekeepers. 
The reason for this is obvious. The customs of society 
differ so greatly, at least the customs of domestic man- 
agement, and the very articles of diet vary so much in 
the two countries, that a common rule could not be of 
universal application. A good English or French cook 
will serve up the same article in twenty different ways, 
and will both astonish and puzzle us with the array of 
hard names applied to them. But then they have but 
these few things to work with, and must make the most 
of them. Had they the variety of vegetables and fruits 
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that we have here in America, how many courses would 
they serve, antl in limy many delicious comlimiitionE 
would they exercise their culinary tastes ! Those who 
cravelled in England, or on *he Continent, tell of 
the nicely served chops, and cutlets, and cauliflower, 
the ©melettee, and rofi-mt-hit , Which tasted letter 
than anything before, because &o well cooked and sea- 
soned* Here, with so much more to cook, how seldom 
wo find one who really understands the art. If one 
calls for a chop, or steak, or cutlet, at sonic reitatimntj 
it will Ijc brought to him either raw and eoht, or cooked 
ath, with all the juices: dried up, and the tough 
fibre alone remaining. The happy medium o(" wcll- 
ed meats is seldom met with at these pta 
Yet, when a good cook h found, what ample mala- 
rial is at hand at every season of the year; |W the 
present methods of preserving fruits and vegetable* by 
means of air-tight can* romiabOB the housekeeper with 
a variety of dishes at any time daring the winter, I 
have frequently seen fifteen kiud* of vegetables on a 
dinner-table in midwinter. 

There are various ways of preserving these articles, 
a i til taeb family ha* *ome pet method of its own. The 
most common one, perhaps, is by using tin ran*, which 
are filled with the fresh fruit, cold, and then are her- 
metically sealed by means of the soldering-iron. When 
tljrv are thus closed, the cans are thrown into a hir^e 
kut tie of coU water, and kept down by means of a 
broad diehj or something similar, with a weight upon 
it. 'Ibis kettle is then placed over the tire, and the 
allowed 10 come gradually Jo the boiling point. 
When the) have boiled ten minutes, the cans are taken 
out. one at a time, and a puncture made in (he top of 
each by mi maH awl driven through the tin* 

ilr from she inside will be iastuntly expelled h aud 
the In. as instantly closed again by adn 

solder and rrxiri- These air-tight cans will keep for 
be fruit or vegetables in them be found fresh 
□ put iu, while the process Is to simplo 
9 
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e$ to he easily managed by any housekeeper, So com- 
mon hiis this branch of business knoiiw, that the stova 
mid tin workers are kepi busy in goiiiL' from house to 
bouse during the canning season. In large towns, this 
will be found tbe most convenient way for a house- 
keeper to do her conning. Lot her fix on the day 
when she will do the work, and notify the workmen of 
the hour nt which the cans will be ready for sealing. 
Then put the fruit or vegetables in the ems, and have 
ready the kettle of water. This is all she has to do. 
A few cents apieee will l)e the charge tor bis work, and 
the same cans, if carefully washed and put away when 
emptied, will answer for another season, 

But this plan is, after all,, liable to some objections, 
and in country places will be attended with obvious 
difficulties. There is another method, which, for my 
own usOj I greatly prefer, because it is less expensive 
and more generally satisfactory, Many persons object 
to using tin for putting np sour fruits, from some idea 
that the acid will act upon the metal, and in that way 
make the fruit itself unwholesome, I know there is 
some reason in thia tdea, although I do not, at this 
time, intend to enter into the merits of the question. 
I use, for myself, gloss or stone jars of any and every 
shape, size, and kind. The broad-mouthed ones 1 re- 
serve for the larger fruits, such as peaches, pears, &c* p 
while the others, if only wide-mouthed bottles, will an- 
swer for tomatoes, corn, green peas, and similar things, 
Before proceeding to the work, I prepare a cement by 
melting together over tbe fire three parts of resin with, 
one of mutton suet or tallow, stirring it well with an 
Lrou spooa. For this purpose I have appropriated an 
old rusty iron pot t and having once prepared a good 
quantity of the cement, I have it ready f'i n use at any 
time! as it merely requires to he heated up whenever I 
come to use it. With poaches and pears, I prepare 
them as for ordinary preserving, by paring and remov- 
ing the cores, and then put them into a preserri ng-ket- 
tle, with throe pounds of white sugar to a three-peek 
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brake t of fruit This quantity of sugar will be suffi- 
cient for very acid peaches, but leas will answer tor 
pears or sweet peaches. Add about a pint of water to 
that j mount, and let them cook slowly until the whole 
are boiling hot. Then Jill the jars, one or two at a 
time, carefully tempering them first, to prevent their 
cracking. This tempering- is easily done by putting 
in a single spoonful of the hot syrup and allowing it 
to pass round and round the sides of the jar, until the 
glass is well heated, Before putting in the fruit, have 
ready pieces of strong white muslin, — thick drilling 
will be the best, — cut large enough to tie over the 
mouths of the jars, They can be prepared while tho 
fruit is beating over the tire, Pill the 'jars, two at n 
time j with the fruit and syrup, and when full pass a 
silver fork down through the contents, so as to let the 
bubbles of air which can be Been ueur the bottom find 
their way out at the top, Then lay down the hits of 
maslm, spread a thin coat of the hot cement on them, 
and put them over the tops, with the sticky side down, 
which will cause them to adhere closely. Then tie a 
string tightly around the neck, and spread another 
and thicker coating over the entire top nutsidc. This 
will render them entirely air tight, bat must be done 
quickly, before the fruit becomes at all cooled. An 
assistant should always be had, if possible, as it will 
expedite matters very much. I am always careful to 
act back the preserv inn-kettle, so as to keep up the 
heat, while I am sealing up the jars, nnd whenever* 
the cement becomes too thick, a moment's beating will 
make it right again. After they rare cool, the tops of 
the jars will become quite hollow, like a saucer, which 
is an evidence that all the air has been expelled- I 
have rart'U lust a jar of anything done in th is simple 
way, and most confess that the taste and flavor of this 
slightly cooked fruit is more agreeable to me than that 
of the raw and harder contents of the tin cans, 

We have, also, an excellent plan for putting up green 
corn for winter use, which I taamc& tram v^ ^j\W - 
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I take the nicest eugar corn, in good order for tbe table, 
and cut it off the. cob; then have, ready a stone jar and 
plenty of Jjiiu table-salt. Spread upon the bottom of 
the jar a layer of the salt, and then a layer of the corn, 
another of salt, and so on, alternately, until all tbe corn 
fa in, when I good layer of salt to put over the top, and 
the jar tied up tightly with a pieee of silk oilcloth, or a 
lar^e bladder. The jar is then set in the eellar, or some 
other cool place, and when it is to l>e u&edj the corn 
must be well soaked before boiling Tor dinner. We 
serve it with a little milk and butter, stewed with it tor 
a short time, after it is already well boiled in water, 
and enjoy it much in winter, when other vegetables are 
scarce, 

Another standard store for winter use is tomato 
sauce, which no doubt is made by nearly every house- 
keeper in the land. Yet as this may tall into the hands 
of some young beginner, who has life still before lie.r, 
and perhaps no mother to instruct her in the arts and 
Bcienrca of j;otti] living and good providing, I will just 
mention my own way of preparing tomatoes for this 
purpose, 

I avail myself of the height of the reason, when tbe 
fruit is plenticit and cheapest, ami take otf the skins, 
just as one would do lor Ordinary stewing. By throw- 
ing them into scalding water for a few moments, the 
thin skin wilt peel off very easily . Then, as they are 
peeled, let them be sliced^ and spread on a dish, heap- 
ing them up until alt are skinned* Kow have ready a 
large porcelain -lined kettle, and put them into it with- 
out a particle of seasoning or water. While remaining 
on the dish they will probably run a great deul of watery 
juiee, which should not be allowed to %o into* the 1 
they are such a very juicy fruit thut it is well to ger rid 
of ns tntieli ss possible. They will need nothing but 
careful watching, to prevent their burning at the hut- 
tom, and, after two tir three hours' steady cooking may 
be put into tin: , and sealed with the thick 

rap and cement, as before described. When we wish 
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Co nse thorn for the table, a jar is easily opened by tut- 
ting off the top with a penknife, and, the contents being 
emptied into a. stewpan, the seasoning is added to suit 
the taste. I have found also that a portion uf tills 
tomato sauce, put into soup, gives it a flavor and rich- 
ness that nothing else will. 

The following is my recipe for tomato catsup. To 
one peck of tomatoes skinned odd one piut of good 
vinegar, half a pound of salt, two ounces of black pep- 
per, half ftn on nee of cayenne pepper, two ounces of 
allspice, half an ounce of cloves, one ounce of mustard, 
three good onions, and half a pound of brown sugar. 
Boil this all for three hours, stirring it to keep from 
burning. When cool, strain it through a sieve or fine 
strainer, and bottle it for use. 

Later in the season, I get the green tomatoes left on 
the plants when overtaken by the early frostSj and of 
these are made a delicious pickle which every one who 
eats sueh things will not fail to like. I take these green 
ones of all sizes, cut them into slices, halves, or quarters, 
just as it happens, and spread thom out on flat, broad 
dishes. Then sprinkle salt over them, and leave them, 
over night, or at least for six or eight hours. The salt 
will extract a great deal of clear water, which, if left in 
them, would weaken the vinegar, and prevent their 
keeping- well Now take up a double handful of the 
shrunken tomatoes, and squeeze them between the 
palms of the hands, so as to wring them as dry as 
possible; put them into a poreelaindined kettle, add 
ground spices, mustard-seed, celery -seed, a few sliced 
onions, and very little salt, — because they have already 
been well sailed, — with enough vinegar to cover them. 
They muit stew away slowly for several hours, until 
tlie tomatoes are clear of spots, and the whole seems 
pulpy and soft, when they may be put into stone or 
jars, and tied up tightly with thick paper or oil- 
1 Iium." not given the proportions, because it is 
so much Mfllet to reason these sauces by the taste. 
Some do not wish many onions, because the flavor is 
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disagreeable to them, and gome prefer more spice than 
others ; so let each one add these things in greater or 
less proportion, as will best suit Her individual taste. 

Every good manager will take care to provide her* 
self with a reasonable supply of these good things at 
the proper seasons ; for, although one can keep house, 
it is true, with only good bread and butter, and a few 
other staple necessaries, yet how greatly it adds to 
one's relish to have a few nice pickles, catsups bw 
and such things ready to put on the table besides. 

I have another excellent recipe tor making mixed 
pickles, which cannot fell to please the most critical 
taste. It was obtained from an old Virginia house- 
keeper, and hence we call them our ** Virginia 
pickles.* 1 

To two gallons of cider vinegar add one pint of 
black mustard-seed, well bruised, four ounces ginger* 
three ounces black pepper, three ounces allspice, one 
Ounce cloves, and one ounce mace j pound them well 
together, put them all into the vinegar with u large 
handful of horse- radish grated, and a bunch of garlic, 
one ounce of celery-seed, three lemons sliced, and half 
a pound of brown sugar, Into this put as great a 
variety as you can collect, of small cucumbers, murti- 
noes, beanBj onion*, greed tomatoes, radish-pods, &e,, 
which have been previously soaked in strong brine 
for about a weak. 

Besides these, there are the cucumber pickles, for 
which I always use small cucumbers, with a few small 
onions put in to flavor the vinegar. Thus I collect 
quite a variety of pickles during . and with* 

out any great amount of trouble or expense either* 
My choicest ones, however, — nml T as the, advertise- 
ments say, they must he tasted to be appreciated,— are 
my English walnuts. A neighbor of ours has a tree 
which produces a large crop nearly every year, and I 
always secure two or three hundred tor pickling. Ac- 
cording to my mother's rule, they must he gathered 
on or before the thirtieth of June, as after that time 




SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS A TXjLR. 135 

the skins are too tough and woody for the purpose. 
The old recipe in my cookery -hook udls rae to steep 
them in strong salt and water for I week or more, and 
then change them into another brine, in which they 
should lw kept as much longer. All this wad to be 
done preparatory to the vinegar arid spice. Bui 1 
have another, and less troublesome way, which I find 
to answer even better than ihat one, because it pre- 
server all the flavor of the Wiiluuts, instead of soaking 
it out in the brine, 

I Lrathcr my walnuts, find pride them well with a 
coarse needle ; then put thetu at onee into the stone 
jar, and pour the hot spiced vinegar over them- This 
last is prepared by boiling ground spices — cloves and 
allspice — with plenty of salt, in a quart of good eider 
vinegar. Having poured it on the walnuts while boil- 
ing hot, I then ?nlil anoogh cold vinegar to cover them, 
and, tying up the jar m, i t li thick paper, I set it away 
for g year- At the end of that time 1 examine them, 
and all that are soft enough for a fork to penetrate 
easily are taken out into another jar for pfl 
while the hard ones are treated to fresh-spiced vinegar. 
The old vinegar is then bottled for catsup, and very 
nice it is for boiled lish, lamb, mutton, or poultry. By 
doing a few every year, 1 always have a supply of these 
favorite pickles, as well as the walnut catsup. 

For several years, I have foutid it well to put up a 
good-sized hog every winter for our own use; and 
although the price of pork is indeed very high, com- 
posed with former times, yet there is much to be 
by outing one's own pork. If it were not so, how 
would the pork-butchers grow rich? We generally 
choose a pig that weighs about two hundred and fifty 
!-. = l 1 1 1 1 from this we will b*ve two line hams, two 
.shoulders, thirty pounds of lard, mn pounds of sausage, 
and the remainder in noose, corned pork, a few nice 
roast lULT-piet'i^, spare-ribs. 8 

The head h well scalded and scraped, and then 
boiled until all the bones can !>e easily removed, with 
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plenty of water, to prevent its burning at tlie bottom. 
When nil the meat i* thoroughly dime, it is to be taken 
out, and well drained; then separated from the ' 
rtii'l chopped on the board, until the pieces sire tolerably 
small, when it is returned to the pot. Season it well 
with salt, pepper, and dried sage, rubbed tine* and all 
the stem s picked out* Wheu this is done, a lew ladle- 
fuls may be taken out, not drained, but, with a con- 
siderable quantity of the liquor also, put into Iw.wls, 
and set away to cool. This will be the head cheese, 
which h so nice for tea, eaten generally with vinegar 
or catsup. 

A little more hot water may now be added to the 
liquor and scraps remaining in the pot, and it is then 
to he thickened,, by stirring in dry corn-meal and buck- 
vheat, — about equal quantities of each, — the whole 
being; well seasoned with pepper, salt, and powdered 
sage. This forma what w |de, and is with 

us a favorite dish for breakfast or supjjcr. When it is 
welt cooked, as above directed, end about thick enough 
for a spoon to stand alone in it, 1 pour it out into 
bowls or pans, ami set it away lor use. To prepare it 
for the table, we cut off a number of ihin slices as one 
would cut cake, dust them with flour, and fry them 
until crisp and brown, serving hot. No grease is re- 
quired to fry them in, as there is enough in the serapple 
itself. Many persons prefer it to sausage, as it is not 
so fat and rich. 

1 > an assure my readers tbat our hams and shoulders 
were not surpassed hy any that I hare e*er tasted, for 
jnicintM and sweetness. Their color was a bright red, 
and the fat white and solid. My recipe for curing 
them was obtained from an old New Jersey farmer, 
whose sugar-cured hams have lon^ been eel el , 
For my two hams and two shoulders I take one quart 
mmon molasses, an ounce of finely powdered *alt- 
potre, two quarts of tine salt, and half a pound of 
brown sugar, mixing them well t This is done 

an hour or more before I am ready to begin, wMuh will 
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allow the saltpetre time to dissolve. I use, for parking 
them, either a small tub ov a large. Hut-bottomed 
earthen pan. Laying a ham on the kitchen table, I 
begin to rub it with the mixture, uaiug my hand, und 
working it well into every part. When all arc done, I 
go over them again, until it is all used up, mid then 
lay them in the tub or pan, ami put them away in the 
cellar for twenty-four hours. By this means the salt- 
petre and sugar have time to penetrate into the flesh, 
ami this is what gives mieh meat that line eolor and 
flavor which the ordinary Western hams never have. 
At the end of the twenty-lour hours I pour over them 
a strong brine, which will bear an egg, and let them 
remain eovered with it lor six weeks, when they are 
ready to be smoked. As there are always plenty of 
pork-hutchers who cure hams, one ean always gel them 
smoked, without difficulty T for n ■ • but before 

sending them to the smoke-house, I am very careful to 
tic a strong string through them by which they may 
he hung up, and also to attach a piece ol chip, with 
my name on it, so as to prevent any difficulty about 
getting my own again* 

The next thing is my sausage. When the butcher 
up my pi£, he does it according to my direction, 
first cutting off and trimming the hnms and shoulders, 
and then cutting the pork into large or small pieces as 
I may prefer. Now as ones is a sin all family, I usual- 
ly order them to be cut into four or five pound por- 
tions, except one or two to be kept fresh for roan ting, 
which may be six or eight pounds. The scraps and 
trimmings are thrown into a pan, and, when he is done, 
they arc weighed, — usually about ten pounds, — ami 
then he takes them away with him to be chopped and sea- 
toned. In old times, when families did their own chop- 
ping, with ao ordinary chopptiig-knife, it must have been 
quite an undertaking to make much sausage, hut now, 
by means of the chopping-maehtne, it requires but a 
few moments to do twice as much as I have. Two or 
three cents per pound pays for the work and season- 
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ing r either with red or blac^k pepper, as one may choose. 
I usually reserve three or four pounds fur present use* 
and then staff the remainder into narrow bags, threo 
incbe-a wide and twelve niches long, made of strong 
muslin* The meat is stufted in very closely, and the 
hags ure then tied up tightly with a strong string, fas- 
tened so as to leave loops by which they may be hung 
up. They are then laid into the same brine with, the 
hams, and pent to the smoke-house with them also. 
When they arc to be used, one of the hags is pat into 
a pot of water, and boiled for two hours, after which 
it must be left to get entirely cold. Before cutting it 
for the table* the bag must he removed by the bclj 
pair of scissors, or a penknife, which will leave th.es 
sausage solid. It can theu be eat in thin slices, and 
forms a delightful cold relish for tea in summer, tasting 
not unlike the Bologna sausage, but inueh more pala^ 
table, U'cause you are so well acquainted with Its histo- 
ry. One bears bo often of the questionable contents 
of the said Bolognas, that, whether entirely crediting 
the stories or not, the idea i- not at all apprizing. 

The lard is now to be prepared. The fat of the 
animal, all that ean be spared from the outs ides of the 
pieces of pork, the large leaf which covers the inside of 
the ribs, end various other fat bits, are to he cut up 
and put into large iron pots to be boiled. A teneupful 
of water should be put into each one, in order to pre- 
vent its burning before it begins to melt. The greatest 
care is required throughout this operation, as r it the 
lard becomes burnt at all, it will be apt to taste in pie- 
crust, or other things. Three or four hours will be 
needed to cook thirty pounds of lard, and it will then 
show a heady appearance on the surface, the r- iiluum, 
or cracklings, being very brown and crisp. These 
should be removed with a spoon, and all the lard 
drained from them by pressing against the side of the 
pot. The hml being now done, it is to be poured into 
the pots or rirkms prepared for it and set away to traqL 
For my own use, 1 mueh prefer the stuiie 01 earthen 
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pots, with wide mouths, generally known as lord-pots, 
as wooden articles absorb u great deal of the hot grease, 
and are sure to become rancid in time* If fresh lard 
is pur into one oi" these rancid firkins, it will be certain 
to m.Njuirc a bad flavor also, and it is some trouble to 
11 them. Every year bdorc using my earthen 
pots, I let them stand for B^veral days, with a strong 
lye i>f wood-ashes or potash in them, filling them to 
the top. This will effectually destroy all traces of the 
last year's grease, and render them sweat and pure. 

The pieces of pork that are to be corued should be 
packed closely dawn in the pork barrel or tub, and 
covered with a very strong brine, a weight being laid 
upon (he top, to prevent any of the pieces floating. If, 
in the course of time, the pork should give evidence of 
'idling rustmess, the brine may be scalded up, 
and mors salt added ; hut that will hardly be the case 
with a single pig. We find that there is no better ac- 
companiment to hot cakes at breakfast, on a winter 
morning, than a piece of thia home-ionicd pork, with 
its alternate streaks of fat and lean, drat wed boiled, 
and afterwards hang out over niyht to freeze. A sharp 
knife will take oft' slices almost as thin as a wafer, and 
re very relishing. 

Then we use onr salt-pork for baked-beam ; and Ar- 
thur, who has brought his tastes for this standard Yankee 
dish from the old Bay State, never enjoys a dinner bet- 
ter than the one at which baked-beans are the central at* 
traction* With a view to this, we always lay up a supply 
of the small white field latins, which are always plenty 
and cheap. Our plan of preparing the dish is somewhat 
different from most people's, so I will ^ivc tbe recipe. 

To three or four pounds of pork allow one quart of 
beans, which should lie soaked over night. After soak- 
!! in >;^ure nearly two ipiarts. Put the pork 
and beans together into a pot to boil, and let them 
cook until the l»eans are soft and tender ; then take 
all out. and cut np the pork into thin strips, or slices, 
mix them well through the beans in a deep tin baking- 
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pan, and set them id the oyeu to bake, They will not 
ire much of the liqaor with them, but a little mil 
help to make the dish juicy. About aD hour will 
broivti them nicely, and they should, if jiossjble, be 
■ \ in the pan in which they are baked. Next 
day the remain* can easily be warmed over, and are 
quite as good as at first. In a New England family, 
rlii- tlirih is nearly us common as the corn-bread and 
Indian -pone is at the South. Even for those who do 
not choose to bake their beans, we would recommend 
the boiling of a piece of salt- pork with them, as it adds 
greatly to the flavor, and seasons them nicely. 

After the haius are sent to the smoke-house* the 
same brine will answer for corning beef; and we usual- 
ly order one or two good pieces of the plate, round, or 
brifike t, and pu t the m i n . A week wi 1 1 co rn the m abou t 
right for B&e, and the saltpetre and molasses re main- 
ing in the hrine will give the beef a hue color, just as 
they did to the hams and shoulders. Beef may thus he 
put in ufter pork, because there is no blood in the water 
from pork ; hut never put anything into the brine af- 
ter beef, as the hlood which soaks out of the beef soon 
makes the hrine offensive, and requires that it should 
be thrown out- 

The useless scraps of old fat, left from this pig work, 
old odds and ends of beef-tallow, and the cracklings 
Out uf the lard, are all scraped into the soap-tub, which 
fa another economical institution of our house. Dur- 
ing all the fall and.wmter these things accumulate, and 
by spring they amount to a considerable bulk. Just, 
before house-cleaning time I have these hum-ski us and 
scrapings of all kinds boiled up, and then strain the 
water otT again into the tuh. Having weighed the dry 
fat before boiling, 1 then add to every dozen pounds 
eight pounds of the best potash, and a pailful of boil- 
ing water; stir this well with a stick, and, after it 
has stood for a few days, add another pail of water, 
and stir again. This will be very good soft soap for 
scrubbing and scouring, nnd will prove quite a saving 
to the hard soap. 
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Chapter xiv. 




Cookery- — Impromptu Dinners. — DsiKXPErrsp Company. — 
Rick ano Tapioca pB&QXQrea, — FtifVSi — Apple-Dimpling!. 

— FRITTERS — CtiiTAHDS, — HREAD POBDINO. — BREAD CAKES* 
FLAVORS ElTHACTrf.— A TlUPLB. — FLOATING INLAND. — 

Bread and Fucit PrDDisoa. — Swer* Cakes. — Bfc 
Cake. — Soft (hHtGRRUREAD.— Cup Carp. — ALSAOT Cake- — 
Caramel Ca*b< — Cbaklottk Rw^e. — New- Yeah '3 Coukjeo. 

— Obb^tkau Cake. — Yeast. 

?S I hav£ given a few directions for one branch 
of cookery, I am tempted to continue the 
subject by fumieliing a few more, which 
may be of some service to those who do not 
enjoy the study of cookery-hooks, and who in fact am 
so bewildered by the array of recipes for pics, pud- 
dings, and cakes I here described, that they are as much 
at a loss to know what to make as before they opened 
the hook, Then the recipes are so extravagant that 
people of our limited mentis cannot aftm-d dessert > at 
nil, Wh«n eggs are selling at fifty cents a dozen, it is 
well to know how to make a few good things that will 
nut iv.pnv m-iiiy, 

I have so often fomd it "convenient to be able to get 
up something in a hurry, and it invariably happens 
that, if unexpected company comes in to a meal, it is 
on the days when you have no dessert provided, or a 
make-up, scrap dinner* These days occur in all mod- 
erate families, pi or twice a week; for, where 
there \< hut one servant, her busy days must bfl iv 
me inhered, and since she only possesses one pair of 
hands, it is simply impossible fur her to wiwh Hid beat 
eggs or make pastry at one and the same time. Then, 
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>i.''<, tn*U y titty pour"! over toa-ted bread, two or 
»)»/" Vmi'I'. ot vfyftulA"*, and prides, with my im- 
j/M/»»j/f«i fijii/r^ <m light ah possible, answered every 
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purpose, and seemed to give general satisfaction ► Ilud 
I hum to a list of apologies, and expressed my r. : 
that she had coine on a washing-day, it would have 
spoiled all the pleasure of her visit > and perhaps pie- 
vented her coming again. 

la in nking rice or tapioca puddings, I allow half a 
teacup ful of rice or tapioca to a quart of milk, — no 
0g£8, — a pinch of salt, a p Let^e of butter the EiKe of a 
walnut, a little nutmeg, and *u£rur to the taste. Bake 
it in u pretty warm oven and siir it down occasional- 
ly, letting it scum over, and brown at the last. This 
constant stirring gives it a creamy ruhuess, and if the 
rice or tapioca is well soaked in milk first, it will cook 
sooner, and be much be 

Puffs, or " pop-ups/' are very easily made. Two 
eggs, well beaten, two teacnpfuls of milk, and tluur 
enough to make a thin barter, with ft pinch of ealt T are 
all that are required, First mix together the flonr 
and milk smoothly, then, just as they are ready to go 
in the oven, add the eggs, beaten very light. Cora* 
inou queens ware teacups, kept for the purpose, are 
used for baking them ; and, having greased them well, 
pour it) the batter, filling the clips only half full, A 
little piece of butter on top of each cup will make 
them better and richer. The cups may now be ar- 
ranged in a drippinjr-pan and set into a quick oven. 
When done, Ihey will be found pufted up tar beyond 
the tops of the enps, and browned beautifully. They 
will come out of the cups readily, before being brought 
to table, and are to be eaten with wine, butter, and 
sujrar, or with syrup, as each may prefer. They 
I be put in the oven jwt before the family sit 
down to dinner, and will he ready in time for serving 
at <li'.^ert. 

Apple-dumplings are made of pastry rolled out as 
for pies ; the apples, pared and cored, being enclosed 
in it so as ro lorrn round balls. They may be cither 
l>oilcd or baked, If boiled, about half an hour will 
be sufficient to cook them, and they may be eaten with 
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butter and sugar or syrup. If baked, they should 
he plural side by side in a deep tin pudding-pan, and 
each one pierced well with a fork. Molasses should 
now be poured over thcm> with a lump of butter, and, 
as they b«ke, a little more should be added, continuing 
to pierce rhi:m through with the fork, in order to let 
the motafloea penetrate into the inside- If any remain, 
they are better after the second beating, with fresh 
molasses added, if necessary, and if there is milk or 
cream at band to |jour over ihem when served, it will 
much improve the taste. 

Fritters, pf pancafcea, us we make them, are pre- 
pared just as wheat bai ;irc mixed, with flour 

and water, av milk, if it is to be bad. One pint of 
flo»r, and one pint of water or milk, with a little salt, 
two eggs, well beaten, and a teacup of eold boiled 
rice, if desired. These last will be rice fritter*, hut 
the riee ean he omitted if not convenient* If the frit- 
ters are mixed soon after breakfast, half a teaeuplul of 
yeast will answer instead of eggs, letting them sit 
where they will he warm, in order to make them rise* 
Fry them in lard, and drain them well before sending 
to the table. They are to be eaten with syrup, or 
sugar and wine. The wine improves them greatly, 
while it removes the rich aiul greasy r:LStc of the 
frying- 

For custards I use only three eggs to a quart of 
milk, notwithstanding that the books direct four as the 
proper number. Sweeten it to the taste, with a little 
lemon or vanilla to flavor; pour it into cups, and set 
them into a dripping-pan. When the pan is in the 
oven, before shutting the door pour from the tea-kettle 
enough warm — l not*boiting— water to come half-way 
up the sides of the cups ; shut the door and let them 
cook. The water will goon boil around the enps, and 
this will cook the custards. When they are done, a 
knife-blade thrust into one of them will eome out 
clean. Sometimes we pour the sweetened and flavored 
milk and eygs into a. tin buking-pan, and lay on top 
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slices of buttered bread, baking it in the oven until 
the eustard \a formed, and the bread nicely browned. 

In our bouae, ua should ho in every well-regitluiL sd 
one, there k a *' save-all ** jar, into which are put all 
the piece* of bread left from meals, trusty ends of 
loaves, aud dry slices. Servants have a careless and 
extravagant habit of cutting more bread for the table 
than is needed, aud ofteuj when, as the meal Is nearly 
over, they are asked to bring a little more, instead of 
a small quantity merely, they wiU brini,' as ranch as at 
first, This is wasteful, for no one cure* to ear stale 
and dry slices. But still the thing will happen, and 
careful housekeepers must find a way to use these odds 
nnd ends, which really amount to considerable in the 
eo lira of the year* Some of these slices may bo 
toasted far the next breakfast or tea ; but after alb there 
will be i portion left for our jar, and of these wc make 
as nice a pudding as one need desire. 

Uikhi about half a pound of these pieces of broken 
and stair bread I pour a quart of milk, and let it 
Btalld until all are well soaked ; then all sugar, und 
nutmeg or cinnamon to the taste, with three eggs well 
beaten, half a teacupful of finely chop].' 
ft little salt. It the suet \s nol convenient, usa a lump 
of butter the size of an egg instead, fttir all together, 
aud hnko the pudding in a tin pun three quarters of 
an hour, until nicely browned. This is to he eaten 
with wine sauce, made by stirring three tables: 
fuls of tiour t mixed smoothly with a little cold water, 
into a pint of boiling water, adding a little butter, 
sugar, and wine. The wine need not he added until 
it U taken from the fire. 

Another padding, made with bread-crumbs, which 
is a great favorite, is the Apple Betty. To ahout half 
a loaf of grated bread-crumbs, take half a pint of 
stowed end sweetened apples., a good-sized hmjp of 
butter, a little cinnamon and nutmeg, and a teacnpfnl 
of milk. Put the apples and crumbs In the p 11 deling- 
pan in alternate layers, and pour the milk over the 
10 
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whole. Bake it half an hour, and eat it either cold or 
hot, with butter and a agar snuee. 

Still another use for stale bread lb to make griddle- 
eakes of it, Occasionally when the bread Is not, very light 
or well baked! we find it convenient to use up a whole 
loaf in this way, and find it far more palatable than stale 
or heavy bread wo aid have been* The crumbs and 
Crustfi :ire first broken up into small pieces and well 
lO&ked in milk, then enough more milk ami Hoar i.s 
added to make a thin batter with the bread smooth- 
ly mashed, and mixed in. Add to this an ejr™ well 
beaten , a little salt, a EeaspoouM of cream-ut- tartar 
well mixed in a little water or sweet milk, and a half- 
ttiaflpoonfhl of bicarbonate of soda, also dissolved in 
water or milk. Add the soda last of oil, and bake on 
a griddle, They are very nice and tender, and tf 
sour milk is used, the cream-of- tartar can be omitted. 

Another bread pudding may be made very quickly 
without baking. Spread several slices of bread with 
butter, and pat layers of fruit between them ; cherries 
or blackberries are best- The fruit is first Mewed* 
with plenty of j nice ; if there is not enough of its own, 
a little water umy be added to make more When 
the bread and butter and fruit have been piled up 
alternately in a bowl, the hot juiee is to be poured 
over the whole, and set away in a cool place. The 
juice thus melts the butter and carries it through the 
wholgj and the bread swells as it soaks up the juice so 
that by the time all is eold it is soft and tender, 
When it U served, it is cut down through the layers, 
with milk or cream to pour over it. It will do very 
well without this, however. 

For flavoring purposes I nse extracts of my own 
preparing, as the prices charged by the druggists are 
very high. I take a bottle containing a pint of alco* 
hoi, and put into it six or eight fresh vans I hi 
si i nl this in a few weeks will heroine a strong extract, 
a few drops of which will be sufficient to flavor a quart 
of milk. In another bottle, with A like quantity of al- 
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cohol, I put the yellow rinds of lemons, pared as thin- 
ly as possible. In a verj short time the alcohol will 
extract all the coloring and flavoring principle from 
these rinds, and they can be taken out to admit of 
fresh ones* Whenever we have lemons in use, and 
the rind is not wanted, it can be turned to good 
account in this way. 

For more stylish or company desserts, there are a 
few favorites, easily made and inexpensive* which 
occasionally appear, even* on onr plain table* One of 
these is what we term " a trifle." 

Make a soft costard, with the yolks of three eggs 
and a quart of milk, and set it away to cool. Now 
take slices of stale sponge-cake j moisten them well 
with wine, and lay them in the bottom of a pndding- 
dish or glass howl ; next spread over them a eoat of 
jelly or preserves, — uu udd kind is preferable, — and 
over this pour a little of the custard. Then add 
another layer of the eake t jelly, and custard, until all 
are used or yon have tin; required quantity, Jlcat up 
the whites of the three eggs with a little thick crcum, 
sweetened and flavored with vanilla, and spread this 
over the top of the dish. It makes a beautiful and 
delicious dessert, and requires no cooking. 

Another favorite is ** floating island," and is made 
by simply beating the whites of eggs together with 
any kind of jelly or jam. Instead of cream, which 
cannot always be had in sufhelent quantity, a soft- 
boiled custard is prepared, with a quart of milk and 
the yolks of the eggs ; and in serving it a portion 
of that is first poured into the plate, and then a 
spoonful of the lightbeaten jelly is placed on it, 
forming a " floating island/' — very pretty and good, 
Apple-JL'lly* or marmalade, and pine-apple jam make a 
white island, while currant and quince jellies are deli- 
cately tinted, 

Another recipe, which I consider the best and sim- 
plest for if Charlotte Russe/' is the following t — 

To half a pint of milk put one ounce of isinglass, 
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Mc'i Ratine; to this add a vanilla bean; let it 
aimmfr wat die lire. Beat the whites of four eggs to 
a stiff froth; stir the yolks thoroughly with three 
ounces of pulverized sugar and one plot of thick 
cream, with one wi no-glassful of wiue, to a complete 
froth- When the isinglass is dissolved, strain [he 
tnilk h while lukewarm, into the yolks and ftugar ; add 
the whites immediately, next the cream ; beat all to- 
gether. Then hue the mould or dish with strips of 
gpoag&G&ket or lady-ii liters/ pour over the mi 
and let it stand in a cold place until perfectly firm, 
when it may he turned out, if desired, into a glass 
dish. In ease the cream cannot be had, it will am 
very well without, using milk instead ; but the cream 
makes it in itch richer. 

Besides these, there are many others, hoth simple 
and good, too well known to need description here ; 
■uch as corn-starch blanc-man^e, which looks pretty 
turned out of moulds; slip, or junket, made by put- 
ting a little liquid rennet into milk ; or even simple 
[foe, well boiled in milk, and eaten cold, with flavored 
cream. 

In a family like ours, a few plain cakes will gener- 
ally answer all purposes ; and very rarely will any- 
richer or more costly be required. A few of 
these favorite recipes I will give, and can assure the 
reader that they are good and reliable, like the cakes 
they describe. 

Sponge Cake. 

Take three quarters of a pound of white sugar 
and two wine-g]assfids of water, and let them both 
Seven eggs, leaving out two of the whites ; beat them 
very li^hL Then pour the boiling sugar on the 
stirring it until they are stiff and cook Grate the 
rind, and squeeze the juice, of one lemon in half a 
pound of sifted flour, Stir the flour into the sugar 
and eggs very lightly, anrl hake immediately. If in 
flat pans, twenty minutes will do it ; but if In a turk'ft- 
liLiul, half an hour, 
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Cup Cake. 
Ball a cup of butter ami four cups of sugar, beaten 
to a cream . Stir in five well-beaten eggs, J>i 
a tcaspoonful of soda in a cup of sweet milk or 
cream, and *ix cup* of lifted flour. Stir all well to- 
gether, and bake in tins, 

■ Soft Molasses Gingerbread. 

One cup of molasses, one cup of sugar, odc enp of 
milk, tour .iips of flour, half a cup of butter, two 
teaspoonfuls of eream~of- tartar, mixed in with the 
flour, ouc cgg« and ginger and spices to your taste. 
Mix all together, adding one teaspoonful of soda dis- 
solved in milk, just before putting it in the oven. 



One, two, three, fque Cake. 
One cup of butter, two of sugar, three of iloaT, and 
four eggs ; also a teaspoon ful of crcam-of-tartar, and 
half a tcaspooniul of soda. Bake m flat tins or in 
small uaes. 

Aijiaky Cake. 

Half a pound of sugar, and a quarter of a pound of 
batter, beaten to a cream ; a teaspoouful of cream-of- 
tartar, three quarters of a pound of sifted floor, and 
bulf a tettapoonfuJ of soda dissolved in a cup of milk. 
Mix well, roll it out, and cut it into small cakes. Bake 
immediately. 

Caravel Cake. 

Three eggs, the yolks and whites beaten separately ; 
add to thf yolks a coffee-cupful of white pulverized 
sugar, and bent well* Now add to the whites a cup- 
ful of sifted Hour, a little at a time, beating it well. 
Put ail together, adding a teaspoonful of eream-of- 
tuimr, and half I tefiipoOBfol of soda, dissolved sepa- 
rately, beating all together until very light. Bake 
in flat square pans, about two inches deep. When the 
cake is eoolj cut il twice through the centre, making 
tbtfce layers, betwueu which spread torn-starch blane- 
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cupful of currants* washed and drained. Mix these 
all well together, pour it into pans, and get it to rise 
again lor half an hour longer. Then bake one hour. 
This Is the receipt of the celeb rated Mrs* Goodfellow, of 
Philadelphia, whose bunns were famous for many years. 

To the foregoing recipes, copied from ray private 
collection, and tested by my own experience, I will 
add an excellent one for making yeast * and since it is 
10 liitle trouble to make it, and the lightness of bread, 
biscuit, and rakes depends so much upon tbe quality 
of tbe yeast, I should advise every housekeeper to try 

aking it for herself. 

Yd a St. 

A small band fill of hops, boiled in a quart of water ; 
boil with it five medium-sized potatoes, — pared, — and 
boil until the potatoes are June. Now mash them 
smooth, with a pint and a half of flour; pour to the 
water strained from the hops. Stir this until it is a 
thiu batter, adding hot water, if too thick. Let it 
stand until little more than mi Ik- warm, then add a 
teacup of good yeast. Let it stand in a warm place 
eight or ten hours, when add a tables poo nful of salt, 
and two of white sugar. Mix well, and set it away in 
a jug : it is ready for use. 

Now, as I did not start with the intention of writing 
A cookery -book, and there are enough of them al ready 
written to supply an epicure with all that he can 
desire, I will not eontinne my list at present. I might 
have added many rich cakes and costly dishes, but 
these are beyond our means. A small income forbids 

xtravflgancc, and, as Lord Bacon says, " It is no 
baseness tor the greatest to descend and look into their 
own estate." Therefore, eneouniged by such authori- 
ty, 1 mrely nerd not apologise for still adhering to 
the sale and certain rules which have always guided 

ur expenditures. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

E&CCATnffJ OflELBttEW,— EaKL¥ LESSORS- — Lev* UP07T Ll> r E. — 
JitT.SV H LuUlC*— TfctOL'BLUSOME VlBITOliS, ^CnjLDaEU*B I>IHT- 

— Mas, Wilson's Charge, 




flOU will not close your book, sorely, without 
a word about the education ©f children ! " 
said a confidential friend, to whom I had 
read the foregoing chapters. (, lt would 
be very incomplete, I tliink; and since yon have one 
of your own » who will soun need a little curbing and 
Staining, I advise you by all means to give a few prac- 
tical thoughts cm the subject, for the assistance of the 
multitudes of young heads of families, who either are, 
or one day will be, in want of a little advice." 

There was certainly something in my friend's sug- 
ge&tiom Although I haves not, as yet, had much ex- 
perience in the actual business of training a child, 
Percy being not yet four years old, still I have very 
decided Ulcus on the subject, which I have obtained 
from observation of the examples of others, and espe- 
cially from the sensible views and practice of my own 
parents* 

As to the period when a mother's duties in regard 
to the training of her child begins, it is impossible lor 
us to identify it, because we cannot #ay precisely the 
moment when its comprehension of right and wrong 
to-gins. Obedience is the first lesson to be enforced. 
A little child, of even a year old, can he taught some 
lessons on this important point. One may nut he able 
to make him understand at that tender age what sin 
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is j hut he can, nevertheless, be made to feel that dis- 
ohedieme is displeasing to the parents whom he : 
and that certain punishments and penalties await on it. 

No sooner has a child learned to talk t and wnlk, 
than it shows its natural tendency to do disagreeable 
and naughty tricks : Indeed, its -aptitude for learning 
evil tilings is fur greater than for learning good ones* 
This is natural, — a proof only that it has inherited 
flu- i ..-vil nature of its first mistaken parents; jet we 
must bear with it, having compassion \>n its weakness, 
while, hy slow and careful steps, we instil into the 
little mind those good things which come down from 
above. 

It is the erring notion of weak parents, that it is 
cruel to cross or thwart the wishes of a little child, 
*' Give him what he wants : 1 will not allow his 
temper to lie spoiled hy denial,*' I have heard mothers 
say. Alasl as If in his after life there would come 
no crosses nor trials. In that case such a policy 
might he wise; as it is, how much letter to hegin 
early to train him in the practice of self-denial, and 
teach him that he cannot have everything that lie 
cries for. How will it prevent an ill tent per, and a 
aellish spirit in bis sabewjoeat career, — bow will the 
seed thus sown in the soft and mellow ground soon 
germinate and grow into principles the most lasting 
and love the most enduring ! We all remember the 
story of the thief on the gallows, whfl hi< off his 
mother's ear, saying that, had she only trained Mm 
i ly in his early year*, be would not have come to 
that sad end* I know it is a popular idee that these 
earliest years of a child's life are unimportant : tfaaJ 
i he ground can He fallow for at least three or four 
yvar-:; bttt herein is the mistake, of which the Evil 
v i|] not be slow to avail hjmself* 

I lately overheard a little talk between Pircy and 
I ny mates, which showed me the use of training 
a child early, while it rejoiced my heart that my own 
child ((Mild *o souu apply the principles I had in- 
stilled. 
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"Let us play in the yard, Percy/' said one, a little 
older than he, 

11 No/ 1 answered my child, " it is damp, and 
ma will not let moJ" 

u O yes she will," urged the others ; « go and ask 
her." 

'* There J a no use/ 1 returned Percy; "she never 
changes her mind." 

« Jtftf main ma does, 71 said the first speaker ; " X just 
worry and worry her T until she given up/' 

Here. I interrupted the talking, as I saw that it was 
not tending to edification t and afterwards took occasion 
to impress still more forcibly upon Percy '$ mind both 
the dnty and the policy of obedience. Gradually in 
this way he is learning to understand what sin is, and 
that, as disobedience to parents is sin, so all sin is 
simply disobedience to our Divine Parent, whose 
earthly creatures we are. 

But while we strive to lead our children in the 
right way, and curb the wayward Spirit that so earlj 
shows itself, the natural instinct of a mother's love 
must be our motive power; not that kind of love 
which is blind to the child's faults, and which refuses 
to reprove or rebuke its errors, but that wiser and 
better love which corrects the little one for its own 
good, even while sorrowing at the need which id viced 
it, Then, when the punishment has been duly en- 
forced, and submitted to, and the desired contrition 
sends the little creature to ask forgiveness, how ten- 
derly should its tears be wiped away, and itself folded 
in loving arms. 

It is far better, when dealing out punishments, to 
cause them to follow certainly and immediately after 
the o Hence. 1 have krjmvn parents speak thus to a 
little child: "You have been very naughty ; I. will 
not punish you now ; but to-morrow I shall do so," 
So all day the child was under a cloud, for the 
, threatened punishment would surely come. It seemed 
forth while for it to try being good that day* 
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The parent, too, must feel that the fault was not for- 
given until it had been expiated* Next day, per- 
haps, the chiM gem tip in a bright and cheerful humor , 
and has quite forgotten the doom chat hangs over it. 
But the conscientious parent, who thinks this h the 
true plan of procedure suddenly takes the little one 
from its play and leads it out to receive the whip- 
ping promised yesterday ♦ Of course this opens afresh 
the grief; and, although strictly fulfilling his word, I 
doubt whether that parent has really accomplished 
what he aimed at, — namely, the true benefit of his 
darling child. 

Firmness and strictness in discipline are very differ- 
ent from severity and unkiudness* The mother of 
Washington was one of those firm and decided parents 
who required strict obedience, and we see the whole- 
some results in the characters of her children. It is 
in these earliest years that a child's character is formed. 
If a little one of three years old is made to understand 
that disobedience will fariagi punishment, he will re- 
quire to be punished very seldom after he has reached 
seven or eight years ; for by that time he will come to 
understand and appreciate the principles upon which 
the system is based, « Train up a child in the way 
he should go* and when he is old he will not depart 
from it" Gradually he will reason thus : " I will not 
do this or that, because my mother has forbidden it ; 
she would not have done this if it had not been wrong 
for me to do it, therefore 1 will obey her. Jt A double 
motive is here operating in the child's mind : First, of 
love and respect for the mother who commands him ; 
and second , of confidence in her wisdom ; which two 
reasons confpel obedience. 

I bad this matter of training children brought to my 
mind in a very practical and philosophical way, by an 
old black woman whom I overtook one day, as she was 
on her way to church, with her two httle grandchildren* 
i stopped to ask after their health, for the old woman 
was yury feeble, and these orphan children, the legacy 



-e*- • -uir- 



* -an. arm 




•rj* .,..-■ ;-;■■■*. *: 2:.': ^ZL 1 r ...[ fQaakai' ; 
vi- -.,-•- :• r , - fc -.. - -,, — i sivr .if i,. ^ngi 
V> :■:*: ■ .. ■■" £.'.- ' . -■■ ..";"." ? it :.l - 1 . •v_ i _f il _ 5> .-» 

I ft- -, ■ ,•■: -.. «*■.-..- -.v -i::-.--f-:" :«: .:3^-, 
a,*/ ."->'-.- i . v. •: ^ '. * m . .--'--*■ : .r. - . .:.: m* ■. j x srvie. 
.\*v: \-.*r ; , .v. : ir.y-vi v' :r.a: zz>slz -z zr^Samvax 
+.-AA<'.j. v.- .-.■;■>.-. ,r «...;- -j ~ :.-:-• -nl. pretext, 
rfr./ * ;.-... -:.-r --v.-: -v :.■■>;.- .: .- "..; ™ »■:■* i-iflabie; 
»« •//; ;.:•'.'■«;■ ■'; '-*' ;> ■■"■ ■■'- ■".; * : v :".'." a= w.i a* co»- 
tu,vtt'\ .< v.-tr v y ■*■;.. r. i •:... a.::>:r^. B~s i*- rka^p 
f #■ j .'. . ■.;. ft.' r. * i v, a. - Ta .'■ : &* :•, * « . v.e. Do r.o" s sis; j ev qi 
htr/, fa-.'.r, -At A U t ..r.j r of a jI*iv: r.'-.i.-i w::h a <erere 
v \,i'*A , for tlw. ft*Vir;i\ wi.:\*y of iu*, infant mind wiU 
htv-u I'-.i'l it into mi-.uk':* 'A-.M'-h are unintentional, 
mm'I thi-tiftif. jniist I/: treated with lenity and forfaear- 

'I Iff u in ttfiotl»/;r w.ry important jioint in the train- 
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ing of children which will hare a great influence upon 
their conduct ntid character. A parent should encour- 
age the confidence of his child, and never treat him 
with suspicion. Show him that you trust in his prom- 
ise to id properly behind your back, and immediately 
you appeal to bil sense of honor, and he has a double 
motive for fulfilling your wishes, Interest younself in 
all his little griefs and pleasures, and ho wiii thus in- 
trust to ) un all his secrets and temptations, while, with 
loving advice and gentle warnings you may guard 
him from many a pitfall, and point out the snares 
which are everywhere around him. 

There are some little faults which hegin very early, 
and whicu parents are to blame thai they do not per- 
ceive and check at once. Some children have a habit 
of Reddling with other people's things; and, unless 
they are at once taught the impropriety of this habit, 
there will be no end of trouble both for themselves 
and their parents* I have often seen this in the case 
of one of ny friends, who ha^ an interesting family of 
boys and girls. tShe generally brings one or two of 
them with her whenever she comes to call here ; and, 
to be perfectly candid, I do not altogether enjoy her 
"ii account of the ill behavior of her children* 
tfo sooner are they in the parlor than they begin their 
investigations of every little notion that is to he found 
on tables or the mantel-piece, handling them and mov- 
tlicm from place to place, until I am forced bo 

jue*t them to he still and keep their hands off. The 
last til re here, little Percy, into whoa* mind 

I have long ago instilled the knowledge that things 
are not to lie rouched by children, followed them around 
with reproachful language, when he found that his cau- 
tions were disregarded. 

4 * Mamma won't let you touch her wax-flowers," I 

heard him -ay, and, loosing lip, I saw the oldest one, 

n> old, lifting flie shade from my wtix: 

bonqnet. Qt course I sprang to take it from hU hands, 

pad by *o doing mm-owly escaped h&viia% *. <=«&»gkv 
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The mo titer looked on quite unconcerned, and only 
remarked that she firmly believed that her " Tom will 
moke a great man some day, he has such an Inquiring 
mind." Soon afterwards they collected tny handsome 
daguerreotypes and photograph album from the centre- 
table, and set themselves to opening and abutting them, 
until t finally, they made a train of cars of the whole 
number and went pushing them around the room, 
shrieking and whistling in imitation of the locomo- 
tive, 1 certainly expected that the mother would 
check this ; hut she only looked around complacently^ 
and said to them, encouragingly, "There, that 'a pretty, 
to play so nicely." 

tittle Percy scarcely knew what to think of such 
behavior, and had crept up into the corner of the sofa 
next me, looking on all the while with perfect amaze- 
ment. I was much relieved to see them depart, and 
when they hod gone explained to my own child how 
naughty and disagreeable such conduct was. I know 
that he could be trusted in any parlor, among the most 
fragile things, because he has been early taught that 
touching was not permitted to children. Nor do I 
take it as any evidence of want of acuteiaess, although 
it certainly shows greater obedience. 

Another matter on which I have very decided no- 
tions is the subject of children's diet, — the kind of 
food and the times for feeding. Of the kinds of Food 
suitable for a young child, of course it is reasonable 
that it should be plain and nourishing, without too 
great a variety. Very hot and highly seasoned dishes 
are injurious to the delicate stomach of a child, while 
tea, and coffee are too stimulating to the nerves. 
Milk is the most wholesome and natural beverage, 
and it should enter largely into the preparation of 
other articles of its diet. Then of the frequency of 
meals. A physician will say that a young chili! 
shoo Id he fed only once In three or four houi > 
children of four or five years old are crammed eou- 
lly by inconsiderate parents, who provide cakes, 
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pies, and candies without limit, and suppose thai they 
are showing kindness to their children, It is a great 
mistake, however; for the eiiild thus constantly earing 
never has a hearty, healthy appetite for meals. Its 
stomach, is cloyed, and it is never hungry when it 
ought to be. With Percys I am as positive with re- 
gard to his cati ng4owrtf as of the things be eats. A 
hearty breakfast of bread and milk, or some such sim- 
ple diet, and dinner of meat and potatoes, with a 
lunch in the middle of the morning of bread or 
cnu kers. Thus he is always hungry at meal-tiroes, 
and the regularity of his eating-hours has ranch to do 
with his uniform good health. The same rule Applies 
to ourselves, except that we rarely need anything 

n breakfast and our two-o 'clock dinner. I fay 
ir thankfully, not boostingly, that we have scarcely 
ever had occasion to call in a doctor during the past 
sis years. But if we hud followed the examples of 
some of our friends* who constantly stun? themselves 
and their children with all manner of unwholesome 
food, keep irregular and late hours, and in tact live 
without any particular rule, our doctor'? bill would 
have been a considerable additional Him in oar ex- 
penses, while we ourselves would erelong berume 
sickly and miserable, — the victims of dyspepsia and 
all its train of horrors. Perhaps if people only pos- 
sessed the power and disposition to trace evils to their 
proper sources, they would know better how to avoid 
and remedy them. 

Mrs. WHson has begun her course of training with 

, but labors under serious d bad vantages, for she 
has not only to teach her right principles and educate 
her in all good and godly learning, but she has mnch 
to undo of the false ideas that have already taken pos- 
session of her mind. Of course th© poor child was 
left to herself during those sad years of misfortune 
and want, and it is little wonder if some bad seed has 
token root in her heart. The worst fault she has is 
untruthfulness, and this is indeed a bad one. To be 
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sure, her lies are not such as will injure any one, — 
usually m«re braggadocio and misrepresentation, —- 
white He*, as some woald call them; but lies they 
nrc ( notwithstanding, and must be treated as such by 
the parent or teacher. Mrs. Wilson is beginning to 
see already what a vast charge she has undertaken ; 
ami, but for the child's winning and affectionate mart* 
ncr, I think she would sometimes become discouraged. 
Perhaps this stale of things has grown out of the 
harshness with which she had been treated in her 
earlier years, thus often inducing her to conceal her 
actions from her parents, or when discovered to deny 
them. Bait examples of others have no doubt helped 
on the evil, until, at ten vears oh!, it has become a 
habit as common as the daily meals or nightly rest. 
It ia a discouraging task, truly, if we rely Du man's 
wisdom ( to kill the weeds so deeply rooted; but the 
Divine blessing and assistance can make even this 
hard undertaking practicable. Already my friend has 
begun the « line upon line, precept upon precept, here 
a little and there a little/' and I doubt not thai, in due 
time the fruits of her patience will become apparent* 
** Paul may phtnt, and Apollos may water, but it is 
God alone that giveth the increase/ 1 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Otte Siwnro-M A<wn«« — Irs ooo» Iwn.TO*c*9- — I 

Tastes, theretohs ihfflilot Ejufloitiik*^. —A kiciHocsx- 
KEKF&k — COUMM Lucy COKfcS auaiw. — lit* L»krtL>tosa. — 
Nrw Ldkas- — LE^aaiKa to paust ajsj> papxb., — Good AN- 
TICS, WORTH TRRiSUttlMO. 

ilE have lately had an important addition 
to our household, in the shape of a *ew- 
ing-machine ; and what a wonderful insti- 
_ tution it is t I had. long- desired to pos- 
sess one, hut hard times, ivnd the necessity for inch 
closes economy, bad made it altogether impossible for 
me to spare die money for its purchase. So the sub- 
ject had been awaiting the advent of better tim^?, 
while I, well satisfied that it would be botb expedient 
ami economical to invest my first spare money in such 
a machine, quietly looked am and me. to see which was 
the best kind to purchase, when the propitious mo- 
ment should arrive. It was rather difficult to deter- 
mine that question, however, for each Jady praised her 
own as being the most perfect and reliable one in use, 
and as a proof displayed the lacking and braiding she 
bad done upon it. No wonder if, under B«ch circa m- 
stances, I found myself in as great a dilemma ai ever, 
with the question as far from being settled. 

One day in August — it was my twenty-sixth birth' 
day — this weighty matter was decided for me in quite 
an unexpected way ; for op to the door came lumbering 
a car, containing a mysterious-looking box, directed 
to myself, which, upon opening, proved to be a 1 
some sewing-machine all in order lor i 
it 
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It was a birthday gift from Arthur, but lie had not 
hinted his intentions, because he meant to surprise me, 
I bad so often practised ou this kind of a machine 
that I was able, to ait down at once to the handsome 
walnut table, and, turning the wheel with both feet in 
the tread les, away went the needle at the swiftest rate, 
until, by the time my good husband came in to din- 
ner, I had quite completed a garment, and was ready 
to dance, with delight, both at the beautiful work ami 
my own expertness* It was so kind and thoughtful 
and generous, to think of such a gift ; and if, hereaf- 
ter, I should become rich or famous, I shall attribute 
all to this grand and fundamental capital, — my sewing- 
machine. 

Do 1 seem to joke ? I do not mean it. For how 
much can a woman do towards educating and improv- 
ing her mind, while tied down to the perpetual drudg- 
ery of the needle 1 Yet the sewing must be done, 
and who but she to do it ? The husband mast have 
shirts, and drawers, and snch things, and the chil- 
dren need frocks, and petticoats, and a dozen other 
notions continually ; while the house must be replen- 
ished now and then with sheets, pillow-eases, and 
tabledinen. So the mistress of a family iinds herself 
all the time, in looking after the ways of her 
household, and providing for their wants. ^So matter 
if she does love to read, and some one has jnst lent 
her the hist new book, which she longs to begin ; she 
must attend to duty before pleasure, and only by 
snatches, now and then, can she find the time to read 
at all. 

But some one will say that I am contradicting my 
own teaching, having certainly given the public fib 
understand that it was both better and pleasantcr 
to be constantly employed. So I think still ; but 
because I have endeavored to set forth the merits of 
good housekeeping, and prove that (hi n: 3> Ik>Lu com- 
fort and ionipeh-miori in economy, 1 do not therefore 
mi duly glorify the kitchen department, or rejoice in do- 
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mestic drudgery, A wiser one than I can ever hope to 
be has said that there is a time for everything ; and i 
I contend that even a married woman should have a little 
time now and then to attend to her own mental cul- 
ture, instead of tying herself down exclusively to the 
details of making puddings and polishing Furniture, 
Employment will be employment still ; mid while 
would prefer to scrub and clean continually, their per- 
ceptions of dust and dirt becoming every day more 
nice and discriminating, there are others to whom God 
had given a d itterent talent, — a higher calling;, and one 
still more capable of development, I do not condemn 
the nice housekeeper for her nicety, nor would I be 
-lit to advocate slovenliness, or even indifference 
to dust and dirt* « Cleanliness/ ' says some wise au- 
thority, "is next to godliness,' J "With some over par- 
ticular people I thiuk it has precedence of the him r- 
d umed virtue 3 lor if to have an idol and worship it is 
sinful, then are these house-worshippers idolaters in 
every practical sense of the word, 

I know of one person who compels ber servants to 
scrub just so long by the clock, on every square foot 
of floor in the house. Her stairctse Is swept down 
fivt; timed every day ; that h M first with the large 
broom, secondly with n little one, thirdly with a dust- 
brush, fourthly with a dusting-doth, and fifthly with ii 
tooth-brush, to get the cracks and corners all right* 
Unless it is done precisely so, siho is unhappy ; and did 
lbs but know of the existence of a cobweb or thimhle- 
ful of dirt in any part of her establishment, she 
eoold not sleep quietly in her bed At nigjhf. Tins lady 
has her nicely-folded linen sheets and plllor. 
taken from the drawers, ut least once a year, and 
washed op again, lest they become yellow, instead of 
ing diem used occasionally, which would have 
•ivl the same purjH.se without giving BUch un- 
to a servant* In that nice establish- 
there is an endless succession of window- washing 
ing, and slopping geuerullj ; while 
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s I got over cbe gioaad mscb more quick- 
md wwumj tbe tig ang linn were nude with 
iauauwt of A* steel comb. B y degrees I grew 
toad is my ililwi, and became delighted vim 
die work, forming tbe figure* in tbe panels in great 
▼ariety, which pr e vented all tendency to monotony, 
Tbe sdes of tbe doors required no figures other than 
tbe wary line*, ani tbe washboards and window-frames 
were done in tbe same simple manner, with here and 
mere a spot wiped off to represent a fcno: T with tbe 
reins going all around it, a* if turned out of their 
natural course- When all this was done, it looked 
very welL but Laey said there waa something further 
, in oider to give it that soft and ti nisbed ap- 
tbat I had noticed in some of tbe elegant 
i about town. It was still to be M overgrained/* 
m she called it, but not until this was all dry ; so we 
waited until the next day to finish oar work. 

We now earned back the brushes kindly loaned as 
by the painter, and borrowed his over-grainer, and 
badgevVhair softener, as they are tamed, procuring 
also a little dry Vandyke-brown, bine-black, and some 
fuller's earth. Lory then mixed the latter in a basin 
of water, and, dipping in a sponge, we gave the door a 
wash over with it- I had also procured a tfttk stale 
beer or ale, and in this, poured on a plate, I mixed a 
small quantity of the Vandyke-brown and blue-black, 
— a very little of the latter, — and dipping in the 
orer-grainer, I drew it down over the surface of my 
door-panels, and then went softly over it with the bad- 
ger, which prod need a beautiful effect, in softening and 
blending the colors. It was now complete ; and as I 
looked at my finished work I congratulated myself on 
my remarkable success, with acknowledgments to my 
teacher at tbe same time. Even the despised comer 
cupboard, which hud been such an eyesore to my 
neighbor, was now a very elegant ptece of furniture, 
and 1 felt less disposed than over to part with an arti- 
cle so capacious and useful. 
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" If yon choose to varnish your doors/' said Lucy, 
r * they will look still handsomer ; and, besides, they 
will then need nothing bat wiping ocvasioually with a 
wet wash-leather to remove the fly or finger mnrk* ." 

" 1 will wait to do that/* I replied, "until the wall 
id papered, Tor the new paint already makes it look 
very shabby. I shall have to hire that done, however, 
as we could not turn paper-hangers ourselves." 

n Why, yes, we could," she returned. u Pray what 
is to pre rent ? Where there *s a will, you know, 
there h s always a way." 

1 looked at her with rather an amazed expression, 
but she was evidently ia earnest about it, and at once 
bewail to measure the walls. With a yardstick she 
took, first the height, and then the dimensions of the 
aides, and 3pat.es between the windows and doors j and 
very soon ciphered out the amount of paper required 
as fourteen pieces. These, at twenty-five cents apiece, 
would coat just three dollars and a half, besides the 
border, which would be. fifty cents more, — all together 
only four dollars. 

** Now, dear/ 1 she said, M do not undertake it unless 
yon are sure that you can afford it ; hut if you can, and 
intend to have it done at any rate, why, you can save 
just half by putting it on the w r all yourself, and I will 
help you do it, 1 ' 

I had already begun to lay by me a little fnrnl 
toward these much-needed repairs, and had move than 
ived, already ; so 1 did not hesitate a moment in 
my answer, 

" yes/ 1 I exclaimed, " I will do it by all mean a, 
if you really think we can manage it all by our- 
Btfttea." 

" I have papered my own room," she answered, 
"without any assi stance, and certainly, with two of us 
togetlter, we can do this little dining- room in a single 
morntng ; so let us e Loose the paper at once," 

We Bfit "in lor the paper-hanger's mimed lately, and 
selected & pretty oak-ground paper, which matched 



we had just finished, anri, ^ 
tfce edges the same evening, so as ft? ^ 
liem*, w*t* raedr id Irf^ia our work as soon a^ £/*& 
&M «** aitt text tnoruittg. ^^B 

* Te*te ** tunhin^r like an early start," said Locjr^ 
remd oat the roIU. to ami eh and cut 
t know the old maxim, — ■ He 
thrm njsssi rise at are, but he chat has 
fefoft ma; be tell ***vn * * 

kvfctd at the dock, and saw that we were in 
, fee it a a* oalt half past seven now, with 
[ iwrar Bv dinner- time, we 
I »*oha^T be nearly or *,uite done oar work. I 
ia£» a tk* foa of paste, smooth, and without 
► aSKl the »*rtrint*a4«a*h. which k alwuv* kepi 
tot nicely to pat 
a the broad xof ing- 

" a good step-ladder, we 

therefore needed 

dirtr work. I 

atoned 

>** W« *or y a aa th* pa** oa the hack of the 
Mjtt. e*4 tata I wJ H ui ap the ends toward the mid- 
J*, — rt* feat** *aria*t* abetter* $«• I easily imi- 
a*l a* I had paae4 a breadth, headed it 




*h» sui oa the a»ia b>i <k f t armed with a 

■^ ********** samthai ead patted the 

«**». tattsia* it *> a*s*f* efe*fr «» tar *all wfthoet 

Tlfc^fcm a? wnaklas aaarfaca'ta. Br the time the 
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saw the dining-room beautifully papered and painted, 
in the highest style of excellence ; ami all by the artistic 
hands of these two female amateurs, who were quite or 
much pleased with their work as himself. When we carae 
to sam tip the cost of our work, it amounted to just 
six dollars for the whole ; the paper being four dollars ; 
nine pounds of paint, at twenty cents, costing one dol- 
lar and eighty cents; and the other materials used, 
twenty cents more. This was u vast saving over trade 
prices, for the graining alone would have cost us more 
than the whole outlay for paint and paper. I thanked 
Ltuy* over and over again, for heT valuable lessons 
and assistance, but she seemed well paid in witnessing 
ray satisfaction. I expect that every one who comes 
to the house, for some time after this, will be escorted 
by Arthur into the dining-room to admire the wurk 
of his ingenious wife ; bat Lucy deserves the praise, 
because the idea was entirely her own. I sometimes 
think that she 4 could do almost anything she cared to 
attempt, she has so uni venal a talent for tbe useful 
and beautiful. 

1 can clearly remember every word she said during 
that pleasant visit, which is in fact ba t just ended, and 
it seemed t<jo short for all the questions and lessons 1 
wished to oak and team. Yet she gave me many pre- 
cepts, and much good advice, which I have treasured 
up in my bead for future use. 

w Now that your income is rather larger, " she said 
one day, as we sat at oar was-flower work, ■* you will 
find a constant inclination to spend more ; and although 
you can indeed do so la a moderate degree, without 
the danger of embarrassment, yet he careful of your 
pennies. Save thenf still, as carefully as when your 
income was bat six hand red a year, for, at present 
rales of living, it is not really as much greater as it 
sound*. Your husband works bard to earn it, and 
with yon lies the ability to saw or to waste it. The 
world is said to be governed by three kings, — cash, 
commerce, and calico; so lee tbe latter, which is per- 
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U jtntirrful as either of the others, <jh> 
power lor good imtl not tor evil. By the ind&£t_ 

iirv of the- female pjrtion of the population, 

l<er md difficulties innumerable disappear. 

[J you know I iow to spend less than you earn/ says 

vi. w haft the philosopher 1 * stone*; for, after all, 

not what we make, but what wo rave, that enriches 

oil" 

- * 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ V. I him nl read? proved that in our own case/* 

I replied; " lur had 1 followed the examples of many 

who had the same opportunities, 

though not she gam* disposition, we would not hare 

S i 1m- houie now. To he sure, I might hare had 

| flv of silk dresses ami finery in my ward- 

bill then * MO satisfied to wait for these until 

ho K ear, and times change. In the mean 

mm, 1 MS willing to dieei plainly, as before/* 

-\ rejoined Lacy; "tor, situated 

j o.j iu y.-\ l;tr ftom being independent 

SunpOM you? husband was to die, 

laid upon | u>i| of rieknest, how much 

a -ro,k ol l aTtll you then! A Httle 

ftind, vxoll interned, "* yours Is in your house, would 

miv value to nm Vnu hare proved that 

IQQ furniture alone would sap* 

irv. 1 luive seen it 

.. ih;tt h larger proportion of those 

h art* in amharriMd e inn instances 

than *>f the poorer population. The reason for this is, 

hm a vval or im ior greater out* 

ii^j tho*o whoac nii'Jitis tare large 

OUMI are -ileiuler, A man, 

tv hhndrvd a year, may, 

J to go 

vine; Imt hl| neighbor, 

ut*r effort* after 

hundred, with leas real 

-fa* touiiM fed -ounafttDHQI 

the man 
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double the amount of income need not quadruple his 
expenses." 

"Cousin Lucy, what a philosopher you are!" I 
exclaimed, as I listened to her remarks: "I shall 
treasure your maxims, and endeavor to profit by 
them." 





* *Aer lift l^jhafrg of the present Tear, as I 
(f &* + fm t fm f * r*s litre frw sp a premt deal 
vi Mldbll » tie ^umfMiiMM About what was called 
i gf tb» Vnioii. I qever studied tiie 
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merits of the question at issue, farther than to gdi 
comet understanding of die few 
which lay at the bottom of this reij i 

vc-rsy. But my husband 
with the whole subject. At lie had Ibagfct 
Union, so he was now intensely inserts 
not only preserved, but punned- He i 
that caine along, and was thus able to i 
the sum and substance of erernhing that ] 

How, the reader most know so much more of I 
matters than myself as to make it unnecessary for m& 
to go into particulars. Still the controversy V-ygf to 
pervading as to affect even us. This happened in con- 
sequence of oar old friend, the nwaM', being turned 
out of office, and the appointment of an impudent igno- 
ramus in hi 5 place My husband said that this tam- 
ing out of officers was a general thing- over the coon* 
try, and was done solely on account of political prej- 
udices and partialities, Those who took their placet 
were persons with more flexible consciences, who were 
willing to think and vote just as they were bid, for the 
sake of their office?. 

Well, one morning this summer, a ring at the bell 
was followed by the ushering into the parlor of u timn 
of very coarse appearance, who looked to me as if lie 
bad been drinking. Without oven taking off his hut, 
or biddiug me good morning, he sat down on the sofa, 
and, opening a large book, looked up to mi', and with 
great abruptness demanded, — 

« What is your income 1 " 

I was quite confounded by the unexpected question, 
thus bluntly asked, yet contrived to stammer out that 
I scarcely knew. 

*' But I want to know how much it is/ 1 he continued, 
"How much silver plate have you? — bow niuiiy 
watches? — and what do you live on ? " 

If the quest ions had been propounded in a gentle- 
manly way, one at a time, it is probable I could have 
answered them. But being put with clownish blunt- 
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DttSj and nil in the same breath, I became con f\x^eri 

and unable lo anawer. 1 hi 

kM-rriLT (Jttflrtaoned in this style. Moreover, those /»,-/- 

of our domestic affairs had never been mbj 
of conversation with strangers. It was repugnant to 
my feelings to be obliged to expose, to one whom I hud 
never before seen, all oaf little private mattery and I 
am sure this repugnance was greatly heightened by 
tfa uncouth manners of the new office-holder. 

™ You must see my husband, and get this informa- 
tion from him," I said it I 

* But I can't be running after people's husbands," 
toe fellow repued- 

,r Then/* I rejoined, quite indignant at his want of 
manners, " leave your paper, as the assessor did lust 
year, and when my husband has Med it up, you can 
call for it Again*" 

» liuh '! 1 won't," he replied, with nu air of newly* 
acquired emsequence; "you nmy bring it yourself to 
niv offioft." 

However, be handed me the familiar printed sched- 
ule, and left the house as unceremoniously as he had 
entered it. 

This new appointee was exactly calculated to reader 
the collection of a disagreeable impost even more un- 
pleasant. l T nder any cireumstuueei*, we all dislike to 
make revelation of our pecuniary condition, — of how 
orach we are worth, what is our income, how we made 
our money, &e> People speak freely of other domestic 
incidents; but this of income ia a sort of forbidden 
topic* It was the invasion of this general fatuity 
silence made by government, when it levied the in- 
come tax, that rendered it so unpopular* It compels 
us to lift, the veil from family secrets that we are all 
unwilling to have exposed. The satis faction of know 
ing how much our neighbor wmi worth was no mm- 
penssuion for the exposure of our own affaire. Up to 
mil titne we had been in the habit of having no reserve 
among our frienils> aa to how we got along in the 
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world. Tbcr all knew what salarr Arthur had re- 
ceived, what rent we paid, and that six hundred a j*ar 
allowed no stxrpltaa- Bat bo eooner wag oar income 
increased, and we had began to *ave a little, Chan we 
became referred, never afterwards going imo peftien- 
laxtj as we had dona when we were atria 
Hence the mde inroad of the n**i t ^appainued J 
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generally intmdneed at home. If eTerr man""* income were pub- 
1 i r- 1 1 « ' . I . it would, to begin with, act in the smiae wbt as the com- 
pulsory use Of the ward ( limited n alter the title Gff the joint- 
stock oompaniea established on that principle. It would be a 
guide to tradesmen &fl to the amount of credit whkh the> might 
safely (d v <J j tlK'U^hj indeed, from ra*ea which oceaoonaily coma 
before the public, it would appear that most tradesmen are liter- 
ally very fund of trusting people wham they know to he thorough- 
ly [fiBolTCnt- Again, if every man s income were known, nobodj 
would be t4jmpt4.fi. as so many are dot, to lire beyond their 
means, just for the pleasure of making believe that they are 
mui'li butter off thaa tbey really are, 

M If a man with a thousand a year were spending two thou- 
sand, his would be aware that all his neighbors would look upon, 
him as n great fool and knave. As it ie, if he manager Judicious- 
ly . it is surprising how long he may persuade them that be is 
really making the* two thousand which they can very plainly per- 
ceive bun to be spending. After all, however, this Is only oqo 
out of several greater advantages which would Sow from the 
practice of men who wing themselves up in those true colors 
which are only known authentically to themselves. In on.l>-r In 
procure so desirable an end, one must invent a magical flute, 
whteh mhall constrain every man who hears H to blurt out tho 
truth about himself. Moat unhappily, tho necessity of tithing 
an income-tax return ib singularly wanting in this magic virtue. 
Would It be too much to describe it us a preternatural instru- 
ment Tor turning even decently truthful men into liar.* ? If King 
David hail fimnd it advisable to levy an income- tax on hi* sub- 
jects, be would have continued to repeat at leisure what he con- 
feuee to having Bald in hid haste. 1 ' 

Well, Arthur filled up the schedule, and sent it to 
the as^ssor, ( if eotttee we were no longer exempt from 
tamtion ; for the difference between the ^ix hundred 
dollars of former necessitous years, and our present 
more adequate fifteen hundred, must now be reported 
for taxation- Our tax tau now forty-seven dollar*, in- 
stead of two, as in previous years, yet we wcr^ ulmii<l- 
amly better able to pay it. Though thus oblige J to 
tell exactly what we were worth, 
ourselves that no one knew anything <>f tfi" EMttOT 
but the assessor- Jutl^e, then, of our rttXfttloil, 
when, a few weeks afterward *, we unw i! 

mm of the whole sown , petMi -, .* jm 
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iiruanL mnL unr. fe umi 
?an>?i *=** tt senwrv we were «> be exposed m 
-3U& TttDdir TwnniT ~ 3ii Anne *«ery acker person to 
rrsiwTf x. iit mrsr mt ->« M fr&sed^ ibexe was a 
*£&*aL Asmmammt jc as «onr. Sar n^aaiiiiii^ so 
zr*sar jq mnvs. Every *n* «f «» t&pmghi that 
s^nsr-mxt^ £fc* was sncmEnc 1b mdrridmal eoodi- 
3ira me we am jJL aoc xr ai m \ osxsefres of mack 
3&n«* jnimraoia ±an. we realx are. 

1 ..-juitsst 3tif*rcr. rtac worn I sec & Estfe oxer die 
insc nursncacam. jc fefim^«iicsei've& in pnHL I vent to 
saamimmr :ae ocr jk. 3> see wias were tfee incomes 
ir /or *?xtfi&mBacssw ami c*ejt of otters of whom we 
&*l ifii^r i joksst buwjsose. Is was certamhr quite 
^ners^cj]^ » :*b» ian rtaj; Xr. A was doc nearly to 
rvJ js> *• sat *mbl rewnoL aail thsat Mr. B was a 
£!*ttr ii»L :nvre w* wma lfes> C to not justified by 
j**r itcsMmi. >?ifcn»njr :ruvim* sc gr*iac jo many expen- 
st*« totsk^ and iressenr. tarceu? and onosuters so ex- 
»*aira.-t;iy as s&* m£ T5* pa£5auk»o gav* rise to 
aa xxitMr&cf jlsicici: of »*u gossip : for. though 
e^wyjor*- iemrcxicec 3L y« <Terytoiy wanted to see 
is. T**er- was. cf ewese. an. KSLpreee&nced demand 
ix die »fwsc*rier cvHt^tTt'ng el shewing that, after all, 
eweiie ar* leaTlx ea^er lor disagreeable things. I 
5at*e 10 iocbc thtt the editor's saccess in selling 
r*r*rs wf_ rsdace him to serve os op every rear here- 
a^er. a* Icrc as we may have incomes to report. 

TS?re w*> one feature of this publication that was 
*;^;x Kciarkib'e. Many persons were denounced as 
bavins; cheated the revenue by not reporting their real 
Kacoaws* There was a great amount of private accu- 
sadon. ba: the assessor did not interfere to ascertain 
whether a fraud had been committed. The govern- 
ment was used to being cheated, and why should he 
trouble himself about it ? Of the real usefulness of 
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this practice of publishing our incomes, I hardly know 
what to say. But on this j joint I may add some oh- 
serration * of the writer just quoted. 

* £ It ia difficult to Bee how the practice of giving publicity to the 
returns would improve their traflifalitfiw. The people of whom 
I mcelior of the Exchenner tells us from time to time would 
probably persevere id their dishonest coursed, If their returns were 
ever so much exposed to the scrutiny of neighbors, who would be 
sure to detect the uuder-estiinate they hud too modestly made of 
their own good fortune. One cannot forget the story of the firm 
wbo, when their business premises were destroyed for some city 
,vment, having to apply for compensation in proportion to 
their annual pro tit?, represented those profit* at just double lite 
Jlgure which appeared in their return ba the in.,\ .toe-tax f nor 
that other firm which submitted, wilhuut a word, to an increasing 
surcharge of ten thousand pounds far euch*uf three, consecutive 
years. 

11 If public morality it ao low as to permit men, I a other respects 
of average passable honor, to perpetrate frauds of this kind on the 
government and od their honest feh*ow-tax-payers s we can hardly 
■uppote that the publication of a notoriously untrue return would 
subject them to anything more unpleasant thima hulf^ynip 
laugh at their cwln«&. There Is tills to be said, that, If the re- 
turns were published. It would ne la a manner to one'u own 
advantage rather to overestimate one 1 ! income. Thai la, a. firm 
might make more than the fourpence in the pound they would 
have to pay* by the (greater credit and standing wldch the r^pntru- 
tioo for a targer income would give. Certainly, in the non-com- 
mercial wurld, there are plenty or people who would be very 
happy to pay twice murpenee in the pound, on an Imaginary In* 
come, for the sake or the ail vantages they might get from being 
*uppo> than In troth they were. A young barrister, 

liuaoe, might find H worth while to return himself for an 
income of twelve hundred pound*, when he was only making ilx 
hundred. The greater prestige mt«ht be worth to him much i 
than the fifteen or twenty pounds which he would hare to pay on 
the Imaginary j Badal advantages of various kinds 

might be purchased by Lngi nfani and insincere adventurers, by 
the same prorata of losing a a prat to catch a whale. In this way 
the publicity of incomes might be the means of foisting a thou- 
sand social counterfeits upon the worhL It would lie Interesting to 
know hw fur any results of this kind have come of the American 
practice l ti the only country, bo far aa we know, where It prevails) 
and how fan also, In the Opinion of competent pc-ranti, it has the 
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, «jt <af nas wn% hariafr ran away 
, in any pro- 
l he b poor. A j 
3a. ^rgwegte aatgnt: amiat ha—if w<anirrfwily p ipnau ay letting 

saw 3j m sue j9B :aaa aw Amrawi & year. Of caaane, there it 
a «cO-«atfwa inm rf tifwrrvim dT a aisjnly unau a ii n kind, which 

t puwaty ap for 

* *JiLtta£ w>niin»;2mt xibur pcepaaaena&aad 4 
trrigzar HMtsoqe* rf da* at*!}' tadL. 
qnusecs rf iaeir pawer^ as* nut ovri 
mm Than a ** anadL feat pour au they pretend. Then m 




Iha* ji-ita-U . Easy woa\ cake your heap anfesa yon will swear 
;htt±3* iuiy*luafL.andauKa{3t. Ifte fas that they can newer by 
aay jonslhiay wpay & cram* far nation** ht the debate. Or, 
Asy fml; ais ft mfass yarn accept ancaaxvakat : that is to say, 
7"<r pay ewst & Iw-ptfoni nuae fur a pasoe of eaanraidery which, 
3Ty?«.3a$c«s:3> wmc i. yaa ooatii bay in open aaarket far three- 
pence i v-r *ae jam anast =*k* n uiuminj drawing, or soaae liter- 
ary araso. fa crier 33*c tbe reccpaecc aaty not lrse his or her self- 
respect. As3f there weresny reason for aaen and women toeeaae 
a? res p ect daeansefres because they hare fallen into tribulation, or - 
as if shey croU respect t lnnalm the aware becanse they insist 
en a strictly bosses* transaction, which, as a hwiia m t r a ns a f Ho n j 
is soapty an ienpodeat swindle. But, joat as it is difficult in polit- 
ical ecvoccay to teach people that money is only a commodity like 
anxher. so it is to persoade them to look at it in a frank and sen- 
sible way in ordinary social dealings/' 

Bat time works wonders in oar feelings, as it some- 
times does in onr circumstances. We have already 
nearly recovered from the mortification of seeing our 
little income paraded in the newspaper. We have a 
consolation, moreover ; for we know that it is gradually 
increasing under a strict adherence to our original 
plans of economy. When it reaches up into the 



SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS A YEAR. 183 

thousands, neither Arthur nor myself will care a 
penny who knows what it is. It will be enough to be 
assured that, so long as we report even a single dollar, 
there is a guaranty that behind it will be found the 
really all-sufficient six hundred a year . 
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